	GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT ADOPTIONS
 
Adoption is the court procedure by which a child born to one set of biological parents becomes the legally recognized child of a new couple or a new person.  Adults may also be adopted.  Generally this procedure eliminates all the rights and duties of the natural parents including visitation with the biological children.  This procedure once finalized is permanent and in all but the most exceptional cases irreversible.


There are several ways that a child can be placed for adoption.  A child may be placed for adoption by a licensed adoption agency, by a direct placement, where the biological parent places the child directly in the home of an unrelated party, or by a biology parent to a stepparent.  All of the above require a court order granting the adoption and a home study by a social services agency.


Adoption procedures may vary somewhat from state to state, and from circumstance to circumstance but in general you can expect the following.  An attorney or the adopting parent files a petition for adoption In Pro Per or In Pro Se (without an attorney) in a court which has jurisdiction over the adoption.  If the biological parent(s) consent to the adoption, the consent is also filed in the court. In some cases the biological parent(s) will be asked to appear in court and inform the court that he has consented to the adoption.  In some states a child over a certain age must also consent to his own adoption.  Next is the Order of Reference, which refers the case to an adoption agency or state department of social services for the completion of a home study of the adoptive parent(s).  Generally, a social worker will be assigned to the case, and will interview the parents and the child at home and file a report with the court.  Most social service agencies charge a fee for preparing this required report.  If all goes well the next step will be for the court to enter an interlocutory order (temporary order) granting custody to the adoptive parents or a final order, depending upon the procedures in the jurisdiction.   A final order of adoption makes the child the legal child of the adopting parent(s) and changes the name on the birth certificate if that is requested. 

In the case where the biological parent is unknown, will not consent to the adoption, or cannot be found, the court may nevertheless order the adoption.  However, the parental-child bond is considered one of the most guarded bonds under the law, and it may be very difficult and expensive to terminate parental rights through a court order.  The court may need to determine that the absence biological parent is truly unknown, or unfit, and that it is in the best interest of the child to be adopted.  Consent is by far the easiest and least expensive method to obtain the adoption.

Contact the D17 Legal Office at (907) 463-2050 if you have any questions.


  

	The Alaska Courts grant adoption after considering two main factors:

(1)  The best interests of the child

(2)  The constitutional rights of the absent, non-guardian parent (NGP)

This worksheet is designed to help the legal office prepare a petition which will meet your and the court’s needs.  To allow us to prepare the proper court documents, you must provide us with complete and accurate information.  Erroneous or insufficient information may result in denial of your petition.  Once you return the worksheet, you will be contacted by a lawyer and instructed on what actions the legal office will perform, and what actions you will be handling.

If you do not expect the non-guardian parent (NGP) to consent to the adoption, you should advise your layer of the possibility during your consultation.  This may complicate the adoption process and make timely completion of the items marked with ** critical to your success.

We need copies of the following documents and complete responses to the following questions to process your adoption request.  Answer each question accurately and thoroughly and then send everything to:


Commander (dl)


17th Coast Guard District


P.O. Box 25517


Juneau, AK 99802-5517

Documents:

· Original state-certified birth certificate for each child (the court will not accept a notarized copy, but it should return the original if you ask). 

· Certified copy of the natural parents' divorce decree, if applicable 

· Certified copies of any prior adoption papers for the child. 

· Certified copy of your current marriage certificate 
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