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Please review this entire handout.  Forms required to complete the application are attached or can be obtained from the Regional Exam Center.  Typically, applications are delayed because of insufficient information.  These delays could easily be avoided by following the directions provided in this handout.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

Under the authority of Title 46 U.S. Code, the U.S. Coast Guard promulgates the requirements for the licensing of mariners. These requirements are found in Title 46 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 10. Each license has specific requirements as to age, citizenship, physical condition, character, qualifying sea service, and specialized training. Licenses may contain restrictions as to vessel type, tonnage, propulsion, horsepower, or waters upon which service is authorized.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

This packet has been prepared as a guide for applicants seeking a Coast Guard license. It is designed to present an overview of the application, service, and examination requirements that must be satisfied before a license may be issued.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

Coast Guard licenses are issued for officers in the engineering and deck departments.  Deck licenses are issued by grade (Master, Chief Mate, Second Mate, Third Mate, Mate and Operator), route (Inland, Great Lakes, Near Coastal or Oceans), means of propulsion (Steam, Motor, Sail or Auxiliary Sail) and by vessel tonnage (i.e., 50, 100, 150, 200, 500, 1600 GT and unlimited).  Engineer licenses are issued by grade (i.e., Chief Engineer, First Assistant Engineer, Second Assistant Engineer, Third Assistant Engineer, Assistant Engineer and Designated Duty Engineer), route (Inland, Great Lakes, Near Coastal or Oceans), means of propulsion (Steam or Motor) and horsepower.  License limitations are based on the type of experience of each applicant and the passing of applicable written examinations.  Each license has separate general, service and examination requirements.

When applying for a license, the applicant is tasked with conducting the research necessary to obtain original documentation satisfying the requirements needed for the type of license the applicant is requesting.  Such requirements may include, but are not limited to: citizenship, age, experience, character references, physical examination, drug test, and specialized training.  The applicant may submit the application either by mail or in person.  The evaluation process takes approximately 1-2 weeks once a complete application is received.  When evaluation is complete, the applicant will be contacted by phone or mail with specific instructions as to which licenses they have been approved to test for, or which requirements still need to be satisfied.  Examination subjects for all deck and engineering licenses are listed in 46 CFR Part 10, Subpart I - “License Examination Subjects”.

An applicant may commence the examination process any time after receiving notification of approval. Exams are administered daily.  The exam must be taken as soon as practicable.  An exam usually consists of several sections called modules (i.e., Rules of the Road, Navigation Problems, Navigation General and Deck General/Safety).  The examination fee must be paid before taking the first exam module. Once an examination has commenced, applicants must complete a minimum of two modules a day and complete all exam modules on consecutive business days.  All modules must be completed with a passing score of 70%-90% depending on the module.  In the event of a failure, the applicant may retest twice.  If the applicant does not successfully complete all modules of the exam within 90 days of the initial exam date, a complete reexam must be taken after a waiting period of at least 60 days (90 days for upper level licenses) from the date of the last retest.  Upon retesting a new examination user fee will be collected and all modules must be retaken.  All examinations must be completed within one year of receipt of application.  The procedures discussed here are not all inclusive.  An applicant should discuss which procedures are applicable with a Coast Guard Examiner prior to commencing an examination.
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1.	____ APPLICATION. (Part I) Completely fill out the License/MMD Application form.

2.	____ ADMINISTRATIVE FEES. (Part II) Please ensure a check or money order for the exact amount has been included�          with the application. 

3.	____ AGE REQUIREMENTS. (Part III) With a few exceptions, the applicant must be at least 21 years of age. 

4.	____ PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP. (Part IV) Only original or certified copies are accepted. 

5.	____ SOCIAL SECURITY CARD. (Part V) Only original card accepted.

6.	____ FIRST AID/CPR CERTIFICATION. (Part VI) A copy may be submitted for evaluation purposes only. The original �          certificates must be presented before the license can be issued. 

7.	____ PHYSICAL EXAMINATION FORM. (Part VII) A physical exam must be current within 12 months of the �          application.  The physical examination must be reported on the Coast Guard Form CG-719K, (pages 1-2) 

8.	____ PROFESSIONAL REQUIREMENTS. (Part VIII) Sea service requirements for licenses. 

9.	____ DRUG TESTING REQUIREMENTS. (Part IX) A drug test or equivalent must be completed within 6 months of the �         application. 

10.	____ FIREFIGHTING/RADAR/AB REQUIREMENTS. (Part X) 
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�  � PRIVATE <P ALIGN=CENTER> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect <P ALIGN=CENTER>��  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�I. APPLICATION

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�Each mariner seeking a license or document, including endorsements and renewals must complete an application.  An examination can neither be administered nor can a license be issued until the application has been reviewed and approved by the Coast Guard.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to prepare the application form properly and to submit all required attachments when applicable.  For example, in section II and VI of the application, the applicant must answer each question by initialing each response.  If the applicant should answer yes to any of these questions, a statement must be attached.  The most important point here is to tell the truth on your application.  A criminal record does not necessarily mean that you will be denied a license.  Each application will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. �  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� However, failure to truthfully answer questions on the application will result in denial of the application and could lead to criminal prosecution for fraudulent application.  Please ensure sections VII and IX of the application have been read and signed.  Finally, THE APPLICATION IS ONLY VALID FOR ONE YEAR FROM THE DATE OF RECEIPT.  If the application is not approved before the application has expired, it will be necessary for the applicant to reapply.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

FINGERPRINTS

All applicants seeking an original license are required to submit two sets of fingerprints.  Fingerprints may be taken (on cards provided by the Coast Guard only) by your local law enforcement authorities and submitted with the application.  If the application is submitted in person, a staff member at our office will take fingerprints.  Your fingerprints will be forwarded to the FBI for verification of the information reported in your application.  A record of all arrests and convictions will be returned to our office.  If you have a criminal record and fail to reveal it on your application, you may be subject to criminal penalty.  In addition, your license will be rendered null and void and you will be required to surrender it to the Coast Guard.  You may also be charged to appear at a formal hearing before a Coast Guard Administrative Law Judge.

CHARACTER REFERENCES

For original applicants, three notarized written recommendations attesting to the applicant suitability for a Coast Guard License must be submitted.  For a license for which no commercial experience is required, such as: Master or Mate 25-200 GROSS TONS or Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessels, the applicant may have written recommendations from three persons who have knowledge of the applicant's suitability for duty.  For a license as Operator of Uninspected Towing Vessels, the recommendations may be from recent marine employers with at least one recommendation from a Master, Operator, or person in charge of a vessel upon which the applicant has served.  For a deck license above 200 GT, the recommendations must be from a Master and two other licensed officers of vessels on which the applicant has served.  For a license as Engineer or licensed Pilot, at least one of the recommendations must be from a Chief Engineer or licensed Pilot, of a vessel on which the applicant has served.  When an applicant qualifies for a license through an approved training school such as a Maritime Academy, one of the character references must be from an official of that school.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

NATIONAL DRIVER’S REGISTRY (NDR) CHECKS

For all original or reissued licenses with new expiration dates, applicants must sign authorization for the Coast Guard to conduct a review of the National Driver Registry prior to issuance of any credential.  This process will take a minimum of 3-5 business days for processing.  Applicants must ensure adequate planning for submission of their applications to account for any delays that might be associated with meeting this requirement.

 �  � PRIVATE <P ALIGN=CENTER> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect <P ALIGN=CENTER>��  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�II. ADMINISTRATIVE FEES 

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� The licensing process is broken into three phases; the evaluation phase, examination phase and issuance phase, each with separate associated user fees.  Upper level means a category of deck and engineer licenses established for assessment of fees.  Master, Chief Mate, Second Mate and Third Mate of any gross tons and Chief Engineer, First Assistant Engineer, Second Assistant Engineer and Third Assistant Engineer are upper level licenses.  All other licenses are considered lower level.
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III. AGE REQUIREMENTS

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�Most licenses require the applicant to be at least 21 years of age.  However, if the applicant is 19 years if age, they may apply for a Third Mate, Third Assistant Engineer, Designated Duty Engineer for not more than 4000 horsepower, near coastal or inland license as Master of vessels not more than 200 GT, Mate of vessels not more than 1600 GT, Ballast Control Operator or Second-Class Operator of Uninspected Towing Vessels. An applicant of 18 may apply for a near coastal or inland license as limited Master of not more than 100 GT, Mate of not more than 200 GT, or Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessels.
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�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�Applicants for an original license must present acceptable proof of citizenship.  The Coast Guard may reject any evidence of citizenship that is not believed to be authentic.  Identification should agree with current name.  If not, the applicant will need to submit court records documenting the name change.  The following are examples of acceptable forms of evidence meeting the citizenship requirements:�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

Birth certificate or birth registration 

Certificate of naturalization 

Baptismal certificate or parish record recorded within one year after birth 

Statement of a practicing physician certifying attendance at the birth and who possesses a record showing the date and location at which it occurred 

State Department passport 

Merchant Mariner's Document issued by the Coast Guard which shows the holder as a United States citizen 

Delayed certificate of birth issued under a state seal in the absence of any collateral facts indicating fraud in its procurement 

Certificate of citizenship issued by the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service 

An individual who is not a U. S. Citizen may receive a license.  This license will be restricted to uninspected, undocumented passenger vessels.  A birth record and alien registration card is required for all applicants that are not U. S. Citizens.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

When the name that an applicant uses is different from what appears on the proof of citizenship or social security card, the applicant must show that the name has been legally changed.  Certified copies of a court order or other official document, such as a marriage license, effecting a name change must be presented.  Without this documentation, the name on the proof of citizenship must be used.

��  � PRIVATE <P ALIGN=CENTER> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect <P ALIGN=CENTER>��  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�V. SOCIAL SECURITY CARD

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�Evidence of having a Social Security Number must be submitted.  An ORIGINAL Social Security card issued by the Social Security Administration is acceptable.  Plastic or metal plate copies of the Social Security Card are not recognized replacements for the official card.  A driver’s license or Military ID card will not be accepted in lieu of the Social Security Card.  A copy of the Social Security Card may be submitted for evaluation purposes, but the original Social Security Card must be presented before a license can be issued.

If you do not have your original Social Security Card, you can apply for a duplicate from the Social Security Administration.  Receipts issued for a duplicate Social Security Card by the Social Security Administration are not acceptable evidence unless the receipt is accompanied by a Social Security Administration computer print out reflecting your current name and Social Security Number.



VI. FIRST AID AND CPR CERTIFICATES

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�All applicants for an original license must present an original certificate indicating completion of a first aid course within the past 12 months from:�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

The American National Red Cross "Standard First Aid and Emergency Care or Multi-Media Standard First Aid" course; or 

A Coast Guard approved first aid training course; or

A course the Coast Guard determines exceeds the standards of the Red Cross courses 



All applicants for an original license must present an original certificate indicating completion of a Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) course within the past 12 months from: 

The American National Red Cross; or 

The American Heart Association; or 

A Coast Guard approved CPR training course 



�  � PRIVATE <P ALIGN=CENTER> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect <P ALIGN=CENTER>��  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�VII. PHYSICAL EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�FORM CG-719K�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

Each application for an original license must include an original physical examination report (form CG 719K, pages 1-2) completed by a U.S. Licensed physician, physicians assistant or nurse practitioner within one year of the application.  This report certifies that the applicant is in good health and has no physical impairment or medical condition which would render him or her incompetent to perform the ordinary duties required by the issued license.  Please ensure this form has been completed entirely before forwarding it to our office.  Delays in approving applications are typically the result of incomplete physical examination reports.  For example, block 15 addresses medications.  Physicians will often forget to include a statement regarding whether or not the applicant is experiencing side effects from prescribed medications.  If side effects are experienced, they must be listed.  If no side effects are experienced, then a statement to that effect must be included.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

Occasionally, an applicant may not meet the vision, hearing, or general physical condition required for a license.  This does not automatically cause an applicant to be denied a license.  Upon request of the examining physician, the Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard may grant a physical waiver if extenuating circumstances warrant special consideration.  Applicants should submit this request to our office to be forwarded to headquarters for approval.  Waivers are not normally granted to applicants with insulin dependent or poorly controlled diabetes, applicants on psychotropic medication, or applicants with any disease that may result in the gradual deterioration in the performance of their duties or compromise shipboard safety at sea.

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

VISION�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

For licenses as Master, Mate, Pilot, or Operator, applicants must have vision correctable to at least 20/40 in each eye and uncorrected vision of at least 20/200 in each eye.  For Engineering licenses, the corrected vision can be no worse than 20/50 in each eye. The color sense test must be determined to be satisfactory when tested by any of the methods listed on form CG-719K.

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

BLOOD PRESSURE�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

Applicants for an original license may not have blood pressure higher than 150/90 regardless of age, treatment or medication.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

VIII. PROFESSIONAL REQUIREMENTS

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�GENERAL�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

Each license requires a minimum amount of qualifying sea service.  This service is based on to number of days the applicant has worked at sea.  A day is defined as eight hours of watchstanding or workday, not to include overtime.  On commercial vessels over 100 GT where a twelve-hour workday is authorized and practiced, such as on a six-on, six-off watch schedule, each workday may be credited for one and one-half days of service.  Required sea service is specified in months or years, which is then converted to days, i.e., one year consists of 360 days, one month is 30 days.

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�Sea service may be documented in various forms, including notarized letters, original certificates of discharge, pilotage service and billing forms, or official documents from marine companies on original company letterhead signed by appropriate officials or licensed Masters.  For service on vessels of under 200 GT, owners of vessels may attest to their own service as long as proof of ownership is provided.  In all cases, the evidence produced by the applicant must be original documents containing the amount and nature of the applicant's experience.  At a minimum, the contents of the letter MUST INCLUDE:��  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

Name and documentation/official number of each vessel on which the service was obtained 

Vessels gross tonnage, shaft horsepower and type of propulsion 

Number of days underway on each vessel including the dates the service was obtained 

Number of days spent in each type of route (Ocean, Near Coastal, Inland, specific river or lake, etc.) 

Average number of hours worked per day 

A brief description of duties or work performed 

NOTE: 18 U.S. Code, Section 1001 provides that the intentional making of false or fraudulent statements or representations in any matter within the jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States is a Federal crime punishable by a $10,000.00 fine, or 5 years imprisonment or both.  In signing forms or submitting knowingly fraudulent application information, an applicant acknowledges awareness of the meaning of the statute.  Accordingly, in those cases where there is evidence of criminal liability, the case will be forwarded to the local U.S. Attorney for appropriate action or applications may be denied.

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

RECENCY AND APPROPRIATE SERVICE 

The applicant for any original license, endorsement, or raise of grade of a license must have at least 90 days qualifying service on vessels of appropriate tonnage or horsepower within the three years immediately preceding the date of application.  At least 45 days of the 90 days must be on vessels of appropriate tonnage.  Appropriate tonnage for a 100 GT license would be service on vessels over 33 GT but less than 300 GT.  Service on vessels greater than 300 GT can be applied to half the qualifying service for a license of not more than 100GT, but will not be used to calculate the tonnage of the license.

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

MILITARY AND FOREIGN SEA SERVICE�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

Experience and service acquired on military/foreign vessels is creditable for establishing eligibility for an original license, subject to evaluation by the Coast Guard to determine that it is a fair and reasonable equivalent to service acquired on merchant vessels of the United States, with respect to grade, tonnage, horsepower, waters, and operating conditions.  An applicant who has obtained qualifying experience on military/foreign vessels shall submit satisfactory documentary evidence of such service.  Satisfactory evidence of military sea service must be an official Transcript of Military Sea Service or certified History of Assignments (a DD-214 is not sufficient evidence of sea service).  Military personnel who have been separated from active duty may obtain these records by completing a Request Pertaining to Military Records (Form SF-180) and mailing it to the appropriate service address.  Military sea service is normally credited at a rate of 60% of the total time on board a vessel, unless the applicant is able to substantiate a higher percentage of underway time.  Service on submarines is normally creditable towards a deck license, however at least 25% of the required sea time must be on a surface vessel.  Foreign sea service should include any necessary translation into English.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

LICENSE RAISE IN GRADE OR ENDORSEMENT

There are numerous and often changing requirements for obtaining a raise in grade (an increase in the level of authority and responsibility associated with a license) or an endorsement (a provision added to a license which alters it’s scope or application).  It isn’t possible to cover all of them adequately in this guide.  An applicant can find requirements necessary to obtain a raise in grade or endorsement in 46 CFR Part 10.  The applicant can also contact the Regional Exam Center to insure they meet the requirements prior to submitting an application.

�SEA SERVICE CHART FOR LOWER LEVEL DECK LICENSES�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

The following chart contains the total number of underway days required to qualify in each lower level license category.
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*ADDITIONAL SERVICE REQUIREMENTS AND TONNAGE LIMITATIONS�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

The majority of licenses over 100 GT or licenses endorsed for an ocean route require a portion of the qualifying service to be obtained while holding a license as Master, Mate or Operator.  The determined scope for each applicant will be based on vessel size, area of operation, capacity of duties, and gross tonnage of vessels upon which service is accumulated.  For example, an applicant for an original license with 1,080 days service will not be approved for an ocean route, but may be approved for a near coastal route.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

All licenses for Master or Mate of vessels of not more than 200 GT are issued in 50 GT increments based on the applicants qualifying experience.  However, when the qualifying service is obtained on vessels of 5 GT or less, the license will be limited to 25 GT.  The tonnage limitation will be calculated using one of two formulas:

The limitation may be based on the maximum tonnage on which at least 25% of the required service was obtained; OR

The limitation may be calculated by multiplying the tonnage on which at least 50% of the required service was obtained by 150%.

The greater of the two formula calculations will be applied.  For example, an applicant for a license as near coastal Master must submit either 180 days service on vessels over 50 GT, or 360 days service on vessels over 33 GT, to qualify for a license of not more than 100 GT.  An original Master's license cannot normally be issued for service on vessels of over 100 GT without previous licensed service.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

SAIL OR AUXILIARY SAIL ENDORSEMENT

To obtain an endorsement for sail or auxiliary sail vessels, the applicant must submit evidence of 360 days service for a Master's license or 180 days service for a Mate’s license on a sail or auxiliary sail vessels.  The required service may have been obtained prior to issuance of a license, but at least 90 days must have been obtained within three years immediately proceeding the date of application.  The applicant must also pass a written examination.

TOWING ASSISTANCE ENDORSEMENT

Individuals who engage in assistance towing (towing disabled vessels for monetary consideration) are required to obtain an endorsement on their license that allows assistance towing.  The endorsement is applicable to all licenses EXCEPT operators of uninspected towing vessels and Master or Mate licenses over 200 GT (holders of these licenses are authorized to engage in assistance towing without an endorsement).  An applicant for an assistance towing endorsement must pass a written examination demonstrating his or her knowledge of assistance towing safety, equipment and procedures.



SEA SERVICE REQUIREMENTS FOR UPPER LEVEL DECK LICENSES�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

Master (46 CFR 10.404):�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

360 days of service as Chief Mate on ocean any gross tons steam or motor vessels, or 

180 days of service as Chief Mate PLUS 360 days of service as Officer in Charge of a Navigational Watch (OIC). 

Chief Mate (46 CFR 10.405):�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

360 days of service as OIC on ocean any gross tons steam or motor vessels while licensed as Second Mate. 

Second Mate (46 CFR 10.406):�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

360 days of service as OIC on ocean steam or motor vessels while licensed as Third Mate, or 180 days as OIC and 360 days of service as AB.

Third Mate (46 CFR 10.407):�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

1080 days of service in deck department of ocean steam or motor vessels with 180 days as AB, or 

Graduate from Coast Guard, Naval or U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, or state maritime academy, or 

Satisfactorily complete a three year apprentice Mate training program approved by the Commandant, or

360 days of service as Master on ocean steam or motor vessels greater than 200 GT while licensed as Master 1600 GT

TONNAGE LIMITATIONS FOR UPPER LEVEL DECK LICENSES (46 CFR 10.402):�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

To qualify for unlimited tonnage, all required experience must be obtained on vessels of over 200 GT.  Additionally, at least one-half of the required experience must be obtained on vessels of over 1,600 GT.  When the service requirement on vessels of over 1,600 GT is not obtained, a tonnage limitation is placed on the license based on the applicant's qualifying experience in one of the following manners: 1) The license is limited to the maximum tonnage on which at least 25 percent of the required experience was obtained; OR, 2) The license is limited to 150 percent of the maximum tonnage on which at least 50 percent of the service was obtained.  Limitations are in multiples of 1,000 GT, using the next higher figure when an intermediate tonnage is calculated. When the calculated limitation equals or exceeds 10,000 GT, unlimited tonnage is issued.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 



SEA SERVICE REQUIREMENTS FOR ENGINEER LICENSES�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

Unlimited Chief Engineer (46 CFR 10.510)�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

360 days of service as First Assistant Engineer, or 

While holding a First Assistant Engineer license, complete 360 days of service as follows: 

A minimum of 180 days of service as a First Assistant Engineer PLUS a minimum of 360 days as a Second or Third Assistant Engineer. 

First Assistant Engineer (46 CFR 10.512)�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

While holding a license as a Second Assistant Engineer, complete 360 days of service as a Second or Third Assistant Engineer. 

Second Assistant Engineer (46 CFR 10.514)�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

While holding a license as a Third Assistant Engineer, complete one of the following:�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

360 days of service as an Assistant Engineer, or 

A minimum of 180 days as an Assistant Engineer AND 360 days as a Qualified Member of the Engine Department (QMED), or 

360 days as Chief Engineer (Limited-oceans). 

Third Assistant Engineer (46 CFR 10.516)�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

1080 days of service in the engine room with 720 days as a Qualified Member of the Engine Department (QMED), or 

1080 days as a machinist apprentice engaged in construction or repair of marine, locomotive, or stationary engines PLUS 360 days of sea service in an engine room as oiler, watertender, or jr. engineer, or 

Graduate from an approved course of study as specified in 46 CFR 10.516. 

Chief Engineer-Limited (Restricted to vessels of 1600 GT and below)�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

OCEANS (46 CFR 10.518): 1800 days of service in an engine room. 720 days of this service must have been as a licensed Engineer. 900 days of the service must have been as a QMED or Equivalent Supervisory Position (ESP).�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

NEAR COASTAL (46 CFR 10.520): 1440 days of service in an engine room. 720 days of this service must have been as a QMED or ESP. 360 days of this service must have been as a licensed engineer.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

Assistant Engineer-Limited (46 CFR 10.522) (Restricted to vessels of 1600 GT and below)�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

1080 days service in an engine room. 540 days must have been as a QMED or ESP.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

Designated Duty Engineer (46 CFR 10.524) (Restricted to vessels of 500 GT and below)�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

ANY HORSEPOWER: 1080 days service in an engine room; 540 days as a QMED or ESP.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

4,000 HORSEPOWER: 720 days service in an engine room; 360 days as a QMED or ESP.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

1,000 HORSEPOWER: 360 days service in an engine room; 180 days as a QMED or ESP.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

Chief Engineer Uninspected Fishing Industry Vessels (46 CFR 10.530c)�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

1440 days service in the engine room. 360 days of the service must have been while licensed as an Engineer or as an ESP; two thirds of the service (960 days) must have been served on motor vessels.

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�Assistant Engineer Uninspected Fishing Industry Vessels (46 CFR 10.530d)�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

1080 days service in an engine room; two thirds of the service (720 days) must have been served on motor vessels.

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE AND HORSEPOWER LIMITATIONS FOR ENGINEERS�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

All grades of Engineer licenses may be subject to horsepower limitations.  With the exception of Designated Duty Engineer (DDE) licenses, the horsepower limitation placed on a license is based on the applicant's qualifying experience considering the total shaft horsepower of each vessel on which the applicant has served.  When an applicant for an original or raise of grade of an Engineer license, other than DDE, has not obtained at least 50 percent of the required qualifying experience on vessels of 4,000 or more horsepower, a horsepower limitation is placed on the license based on the applicant's qualifying experience in one of the following manners: 1) The license will be limited to the maximum horsepower on which at least 25 percent of the required experience was obtained; OR, 2) The license will be limited to 150 percent of the maximum horsepower on which at least 50 percent of the service was obtained, (for example, 50% of the total required service is obtained on vessels of 3,500 horsepower, and is calculated as 3,500 x 150% = 6,000 horsepower limitation).  Limitations are in multiples of 1,000 horsepower, using the next higher figure when an intermediate horsepower is calculated.  When the limitation as calculated equals or exceeds 10,000 horsepower, an unlimited horsepower license is issued.

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�For all original and raise of grade of Engineer licenses, at least one-third of the minimum service required must have been obtained on the particular mode of propulsion for which applied.  If a licensed applicant desires to obtain an endorsement on an Engineer license in the other propulsion mode (steam or motor) of the same grade, the following alternatives apply:�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

120 days of service as an observer in the same licensed capacity on vessels of the other propulsion mode, or, 

120 days of service as a licensed officer at a lower license level on vessels of the other propulsion mode, or 

180 days of service as oiler, watertender, or junior engineer on vessels of the other propulsion mode, or 

Completion of a Coast Guard approved training course. 

Removal of a horsepower limitation placed on an Engineer license will be considered when service on vessels of 4,000 horsepower or over is accrued and will be determined in one of the following manners:�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

180 days of service in the highest grade licensed, and removal of all horsepower limitations will be applicable, or 

180 days of service in any licensed capacity other than the highest grade for which licensed, and removal of all horsepower limitations will be applicable for the grade in which service is performed and raise the next higher license grade to the horsepower of the vessel on which the service was performed. The total cumulative service before and after issuance of the license may be considered in removing all horsepower limitations, or 

360 days of service as oiler or junior Engineer while holding a license as Third Assistant Engineer or Assistant Engineer (limited-oceans), and removal of all horsepower limitations on Third Assistant Engineer or Assistant Engineer's (limited-oceans) license will be applicable, or 

180 days of service as oiler or junior Engineer while holding a license as Second Assistant Engineer, and removal of all horsepower limitations on Third Assistant Engineer's license will be applicable. 

Licenses as Chief Engineer (limited) and Assistant Engineer (limited) of steam and/or motor vessels allow service within any stated horsepower limitation on vessels of any gross tons on inland waters and on vessels of not more than 1,600 GT on near coastal (not more than 200 miles offshore) or ocean waters, whichever is stated on the license.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 

Licenses as Designated Duty Engineer are issued in three levels of horsepower limitations dependent upon service experience. This license allows service within the stated horsepower on the license and is limited to vessels of not more than 500 GT and on certain waters in the following manner: (1) DDE of not more than 1,000 or 4,000 horsepower may serve only on near coastal (up to 200 miles offshore) or inland waters; (2) DDE with no horsepower limitation may serve on any waters.�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>� 



IX. PERIODIC SCREENING FOR ILLEGAL DRUGS

�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�The periodic chemical testing requirements of 46 CFR 16.220 became effective on December 21, 1990. All applications requiring a physical examination (including request for license upgrades or renewals, or MMD endorsements) must be accompanied by proof that the applicant has passed a chemical test for dangerous drugs. All tests, except those done for active duty military personnel, must be done by laboratories certified by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) formerly NIDA. The applicant must provide satisfactory evidence that he/she has passed a chemical test for dangerous drugs within six months of the date the application is submitted.  Under 46 CFR 16, passes a chemical test for dangerous drugs means the result of a chemical test conducted in accordance with 49 CFR part 40 is reported as "negative" by a Medical Review Officer (MRO) in accordance with that part. REC personnel will not attempt to evaluate laboratory reports to determine whether the test was done in accordance with proper regulations. The following are acceptable forms of evidence that the REC will accept:



EXCEPT WERE NOTED, ONLY ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED---NO FACSIMILES OR COPIES�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�



1.	A completed drug test form signed by the Medical Review Officer (MRO) showing the applicant has passed a chemical test for dangerous drugs conducted in accordance with 49 CFR 40 within the previous six months; or 

2.	A letter on company stationary signed by a company official that administers the drug testing program stating that the applicant has passed a test for dangerous drugs as required by 46 CFR 16 within the previous six months.  A copy of the drug test form must be attached to the letter; or

3.	A letter on company stationary signed by a company official that administers the drug testing program stating that the applicant has been subject to random drug testing as required by 46 CFR 16 for at least 60 days during the previous 185 days, has not failed any tests, and has not refused to participate in any required test.  A copy of the drug test form from the last test conducted must be attached to the letter; or

4.	For military members, active duty or reserve, a letter from the applicant's command, on command letterhead, stating that the applicant has passed a required chemical test for dangerous drugs within the previous six months; or

5.	For active duty military members, a letter from the applicant's command, on command letterhead, stating that the applicant has been subject to random drug testing for the past six months and has not failed any chemical drug test.  Being subject to random testing is not acceptable for reserve military members.



Currently there are no SAMHSA approved drug-testing laboratories in Hawaii.  However, urinalysis collection sites are located throughout Hawaii.  A current copy of urinalysis collection facilities and Medical Review Officer services for the state of Hawaii can be obtained from the Regional Examination Center.  Check with a local physician or hospital to see if he/she is a collection site for a SAMHSA approved laboratory.

�  � PRIVATE <P ALIGN=CENTER> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect <P ALIGN=CENTER>��  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�

X. FIREFIGHTING/RADAR/AB REQUIREMENTS



FIREFIGHTING COURSE

Applicants for the licenses in the following categories must present a certificate of completion from a Coast Guard approved firefighting course of instruction.  The course must meet both the basic and advanced sections of the International Maritime Organizations (IMO) Resolution A.437 (XI) “Training of Crews in Firefighting” and must have been completed within 5 years before the date of application or within 1 year of license examination completion.

Master’s license for service on vessels of 200 GT or less in ocean service

All Master or Mate’s licenses for over 200 GT

All Operators of Uninspected Towing Vessels, oceans (domestic trade)

All licenses on mobile offshore drilling units

All Engineer’s licenses



RADAR OBSERVER COURSE

Applicants for a license in the following categories must present a certificate of completion from a Coast Guard approved Radar Observer course of instruction.  After attending an approved course, an applicant may bring the Radar Observer certificate to any REC and have the endorsement placed on the license.  There is no charge for this endorsement.  The endorsement is valid for 5 years from the date of completion of the course and may have a different expiration date than the license.  A Coast Guard approved Radar Observer renewal course must be completed within every 5 years to maintain a current Radar Observer endorsement.

All licenses for service on vessels of 200 GT or less in ocean service

All Master or Mate’s licenses for over 200 GT

All Operators of Uninspected Towing Vessels greater than 26 feet in length equipped with radar



ABLE SEAMAN REQUIREMENT

Applicants for a license in the following categories must meet all the qualifications of an able seaman unlimited or able seaman limited.

All licenses for service on vessels of 200 GT or less in ocean service

All Master or Mate’s licenses for over 200 GT

NOTE: ABLE SEAMAN SPECIAL OR ABLE SEAMAN OFFSHORE SUPPLY VESSELS, SATISFY THE ABLE SEAMAN REQUIREMENT FOR LICENSES ON VESSELS OF 1600 GROSS TONS OR LESS�  � PRIVATE </P> �MACROBUTTON HtmlDirect </P>�.




