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	CDR Smith assumed duties as Commanding Officer of USCGC WALNUT on June 27, 2002.  During his tenure, WALNUT has had a continuous string of operational successes in a wide variety of mission areas, some well outside normal WLB tasking.  In June 2003, WALNUT returned from a six-month war zone deployment to the Arabian Gulf in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.  This followed extensive post-9/11 Homeland Security tasking and earning a Battle “E” at a Tailored Shipboard Training Availability (TSTA).

Prior to this, he served as Executive Officer, Vessel Traffic Service San Francisco where he oversaw the transition of the operation from a voice-based reporting system to one based on transponders.  In addition, he oversaw the unionization of the civilian workforce. 


Prior to serving at the VTS, CDR Smith was Executive Officer, USCGC SWEETGUM, in Mobile, Alabama.  SWEETGUM conducted aids-to-navigation and law enforcement missions along the Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana coasts and in the Caribbean.

Before returning afloat, CDR Smith was a project engineer and ocean engineer at Civil Engineering Unit Juneau.  Most of his work was in support of the 17th District’s aids-to-navigation program including design and installation of the first five Alaskan DGPS sites, design of several navigational ranges, and design of microwave system improvements in Prince William Sound.  The CEUJ tour followed post-graduate school at University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana where he received a Master of Science degree in Civil Engineering.

Before graduate school, CDR Smith served as Executive Officer, USCGC REDWOOD, homeported in New London, Connecticut.  REDWOOD conducted aids-to-navigation and domestic icebreaking in the waters of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New York.

CDR Smith began his career as Operations Officer, USCGC IRIS, homeported in Astoria, Oregon, conducting aids-to-navigation operations along the coasts of Oregon and Washington.

CDR Smith graduated with honors from the Coast Guard Academy in 1987 with a Bachelors Degree in Civil Engineering.  His personal decorations include a Bronze Star, two Coast Guard Commendation medals and three Coast Guard Achievement medals.  In 1996, he achieved registration as a Professional Engineer.

CDR Smith, a native of Idaho Springs, Colorado, and is married to the former Norma J. Blinderman of Centereach, New York, and has two children, Ben (9) and Megan (6).

