On behalf of the Secretary of Homeland Security, the Commandant of the Coast Guard, and all the men and women of the united States Coast Guard, I join you today to offer my deepest respects as we honor Aviation Survival Technician First Class David Skimin.
As Coast Guard professional, we are the Lifesavers and Guardians of the Sea.  We join to serve our nation, protect America, to save lives, to preserve our precious oceans and rivers, and the beings that live on and within their waters.  We do these things for our country, our children, and our future.

We are humbled by the responsibilities entrusted to us by our citizens, and mariners worldwide.

We do very dangerous work, often in very harsh environments.  We know that others depend on us to find them.

Amidst the ravages of towering seas and howling gales, we pluck seafarers from sinking ships and floating debris, and we rescue those left stranded on broken rooftops, between light poles and trees.

We willingly launch when others would flee.  We fly into the storm when others would seek shelter.  We take on the darkness, when others would have given up at the end of the light of the day.

We give people back their lives.  We return fathers and mothers to their babies, husbands and wives to their loved ones, and children to the outstretched arms of their parents.

We are the best as what we do, because of our passion for our mission…and who we are…and our core values of honor, respect, and devotion to duty.

We work very hard to be the best.  We study and grow, and strive to be Semper Paratus.  We sacrifice time with those we love…to go to school, to stand the duty, to deploy, and to do our jobs, wherever we are assigned.

We buy the best equipment we can, and continually train to practice our procedures, to pull together as a crew, to work as a team, and to know ourselves.

We learn from our mistakes.  And we teach each other.  We are Semper Paratus…Always Ready.

We out our trust in one another, because we know that our lives depend on it – on our collective professionalism, expertise, standardization, and teamwork.

We become as close as brothers and sisters, because we share experiences that sometimes can only be explained by being there.

Our families become each others families, as we move to strange places and find new friends.  We support each other.

Beyond our loved ones, this common bond of being Coast Guard men and women—and members of the Coast Guard family—defines who we are.

We love what we do.  We chose the Coast Guard because we know that, but for us, others would perish.

And when it is our own who are gone, a piece of us goes with them.  But know that those who leave us behind stay with us in our hearts forever.  They are never, ever lost. 

Davis Skimin and the crew of Coast Guard 6505 will be etched in our hearts for eternity.

They are the spirit of the Guardian, leading us and teaching us, and encouraging us to go on, as we pit ourselves against the challenges of our lives and our responsibilities.

They are the Lifesavers, the Guardians of the Sea.

May God keep in his warm embrace David Skimin and his fellow wingmen of Coast Guard 6505.

And May God help us carry on as our Coast Guard wraps a cloak of comfort and support around their families and fellow crew members.
