Life On The G.I.
By: SN Moore
Life aboard the Galveston Island is very demanding.  Rough seas and a fast pace are hard, not only on the machinery but also the crew. Although life on a 110 ft cutter is tough, the camaraderie, experience, and knowledge gained here is more than enough compensation. 


While on board you will have very some unique opportunities. The Galveston Island has recently been equipped with underway connectivity. This now makes it possible for crewmembers to enroll and complete college courses online and it also makes it easier to study for advancement underway using online resources. As a crewmember you will gain intimate knowledge of all the operating equipment in the ship. Upon arriving to the unit and after completing a check in, crewmembers start a PQS for inport crewman. This packet contains sign-offs for all of the major systems on board such as potable water, fire mains, bilge, and sewage. It also, requires knowledge of shipboard procedures such as emergency response and daily routines. Also, new crewmembers are required to become qualified underway. For deck hands, this qualification is know as “QMOW” or Quarter Master of The Watch. This position is vital for the operation of the cutter. As a qualified QMOW you are responsible for the safe navigation of the ship as well as emergency response procedures. Engineers however must become “EOW” or Engineer of The Watch qualified. As a qualified EOW you are responsible for insuring that all the machinery onboard is operating properly. Also, you are responsible for knowing how to detect machinery failures and the proper initial actions for them.

While underway The Galveston Island conducts multiple boardings on local and foreign vessels. With a crew of only 16 all crewmembers are encouraged to become “BTM” or Boarding Team Member qualified. This qualification is a major responsibility, especially as a non-rate. This qualification allows you to board another vessel to conduct law enforcement missions. In the process of receiving this qualification you will learn techniques of law enforcement such as, the use of force continuum, what constitutes the use of deadly force, how to deal with upset boaters, and different tactical techniques for gaining control of a situation.  Also, as a BTM you will learn the rights that the Coast Guard possesses as well as the rights of those being boarded.

The camaraderie on the Galveston Island is like that of no other. On board there is enough berthing for 16 crew members. The tight living quarters makes being stationed here like having a second family. Crewmembers rely upon one another constantly. As like on any ship, the crewmembers on board the Galveston Island rely on each others knowledge and ability to combat any emergency situation. This trust and reliability is also carried over into personal matters. Whether someone is having relationship problems and needs another person to talk to, or you need help moving furniture or even fixing your car, the crew will always be there to help.

Being stationed on the Galveston Island also allows the opportunity to work closely with exceptionally capable individuals. Having such a small crew, this type of unit requires that crewmembers cooperate and lend a hand in areas that maybe they aren’t so familiar with. Deck personnel often help engineers and the engineering regularly offer their assistance to other departments. The same can be said for the operations department too. This type of environment enables you to learn knew things and expand your knowledge. Also, working in close proximity with knowledgeable crewmembers creates an environment where knowledge is readily exchanged throughout the crew. 

Being in Hawaii offers experiences no where else has. Here in Hawaii, you have the opportunity to see lava flow that pour right into the ocean and create new land. The war memorials in Pearl Harbor are also a unique sight. The Polynesian Cultural Center offers  exhibits and is a good place to visit to learn about the different culture on the islands.

In conjunction with being stationed on beautiful Oahu, the Galveston Island offers unique life experiences that are of enormous value to any Coast Guard Member.
