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May 1, 2000

To: 
Distribution

Subj:     COAST GUARD ANCHORAGE POLICY FOR ANACORTES

I am writing to formalize the policy for the Anacortes anchorage area.  Over the past two months, we have held several meetings regarding both anchoring and lightering in the vicinity of Anacortes.  I would like to thank all those who participated in these meetings, and provided feedback on the draft policy that we circulated.  The enclosed policy is effective immediately, and may also be found on our website, indicated below.  This has been yet another example of how well the process of working cooperatively can result in a policy that enhances safe operations while taking into consideration the concerns of all stakeholders.  I look forward to working with you on other waterways management issues that effect Puget Sound where you are stakeholders, including the finalization of anchorage standards of care for commercial vessels.  If you have further inquiries regarding anchorage policies, please do not hesitate to contact my project officer, Lieutenant P. M. "Bo" Stocklin at the above number, or via email at pstocklin@pacnorwest.uscg.mil


Sincerely,



M. R. MOORE



Captain, U. S. Coast Guard



Captain of the Port, Puget Sound 

Encl:
(1)
Anacortes Anchorage Policy



(2)
Charted positions of anchorage areas and tug lay up areas

Distribution:  
Puget Sound Pilots Association




Inchcape Shipping Services





Transmarine Navigation Corporation



General Steamship Corporation





Alaska Tanker Company 






Olympic Tug & Barge

Arco Marine 









SeaRiver Maritime

Puget Sound Steamship Op Assn




 Equiva Trading Company

Foss Maritime









Crowley Marine Services


Washington State Department of Ecology

Tesoro

Arrow Launch









Harley Marine

Puget Sound Marine Committee-Chair


Equilon

Sheridan Transportation

Please visit us on the internet at www.uscg.mil/d13/units/msopuget/msops.html 

Anacortes Anchorage Policy

Captain of the Port, Puget Sound

May 1, 2000

The Anacortes anchorage shall be restricted to 3 deep draft vessels.  Vessels shall be anchored as close as practicable to the center point of approved anchorage circles and in such a manner to ensure a vessel does not encroach upon another anchor circle.  Because there is no VTS radar coverage in this area, and no precision anchoring or monitoring system in place, I understand that the actual location of the anchor may not be exactly on the center point.  However, order and predictability will be increased and safety enhanced if masters and pilots use all navigational means available, in conjunction with the highest standards of good and prudent seamanship, to anchor as close as possible to the center points.

The anchorage areas extend .3 NM in radius from the following center points:

East Anchorage- 

48( 31' 27" N

Note:  No lighterging operations in this area.







122( 33' 45" W

Center Anchorage-
48( 30' 54" N

Note:  Lightering operations approved for this area.







122( 34' 06" W

West Anchorage-

48( 31' 09"N

Note:  Lightering operations approved for this area.







122( 34' 55"W

Anchorage reservations will be accepted by Puget Sound Vessel Traffic Service (PSVTS) for ten (10) days maximum stay at the East (E) and Center (C) anchorages, and six (6) days maximum stay at the (W) West anchorage.  The time period for the West anchorage was increased to 6 days based on historical data from VTS.  Extension requests may be granted by the Captain of the Port via PSVTS if availability permits.

Lightering operations shall only be conducted in the West and Center anchorages.  Vessels must meet COTP criteria (published in other guidance) to conduct lightering operations in the designated anchorages.   The standard four hour fax notification to MSO prior to bunkering operations will continue to be required in these areas.

A hierarchy will be applied for assignment of anchorage areas, similar in concept to Rule 18 of the COLREGS, and based on risk mitigation, as follows:

1.  Tankers conducting lightering operations

2.  Loaded tankers

3.  Any other vessel

Any vessel coming into the anchorage may request to use anchorage areas occupied by lower priority vessels as determined by the above heirarchy.  The requestor MUST provide PSVTS 48 hours minimum notice.  When PSVTS grants an anchorage request, vessels required to depart the anchorage will be provided at least a 24 hour notice.  When PSVTS directs a vessel to leave an anchorage area pursuant to the above, and if more than one vessel in a lower priority class is in the requested anchorage area, PSVTS shall apply the rule of first in, first out (FIFO) to determine which vessel shall depart.

Tugs and barges may temporarily lay up in designated areas in a manner to ensure that vessels do not extend beyond the lay up area boundaries.  The tug must remain in attendance with the barge and maintain a communications guard on the VTS working frequency.  Integrated tug and barge units shall be considered deepdraft vessels and shall make reservations as such in the designated anchorages.  The designated tug and barge lay up areas are described as follows:

1. West of a line running from the northeast tip of Cap Sante to red nun buoy "2" and North of a line running along the northwestern edge of the dredged channel of the Cap Sante waterway.

2. East of a line connecting the western edge of Hat Island and the Swinomish Channel North Entrance Light "2", LLNR 19075.

In emergency situations, and with the concurrence of the Captain of the Port, PSVTS shall manage the anchorage as necessary to mitigate unsafe conditions.

All vessels operating in the vicinity of the Anacortes anchorage shall exercise due care when deciding their transits and anchoring positions, keeping in mind that deepdraft vessels in the designated anchorage circles may not be anchored exactly on the center points, and may change position to lay anywhere in their swing circle.



Commanding Officer
U.S. Coast Guard

Marine Safety Office Puget Sound
1519 Alaskan Way South, Bldg 1
Seattle, WA  98134-1192
Staff Symbol: wwm
Phone: (206) 217-6232
FAX: (206) 217-6345

Coast Guard Marine Safety Office Puget Sound

Fax Cover Sheet

Date/Time: 01 May 00, 1500 PDT

Subj: Anacortes Anchorage Policy

The attached policy is effective immediately. This will effect lightering operations in this anchorage. 

Thanks,

CAPT Mike Moore, Captain of the Port, Puget Sound
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Company



Name




Phone






Fax



SeaRiver



Jon Karakulaikis

425-388-0571




425-252-6214

Arco




Jeff Shaw



360-371-1230




360-371-1349

PS Pilots



Bill Bock



206-728-6400




206-448-3405

AK Tanker Co.

Chris O'Brien


360-647-2605




360-647-2641

Transmarine


Jim Papp



206-525-2051




206-525-6352

Inchcape



Kurt Houston


206-622-8568




206-622-1864

Dept of Ecology

Norm Davis


206-389-2438




206-587-5196

Arrow Launch


Jack Harmon


360-457-1544




360-457-1552

PSSOA



Harry Hutchins

206-287-0022




206-287-0033

General Stmshp

Vince Addington

206-286-4400




206-286-4407

PSMC Chair


Dave Schneidler

206-728-3523




206-728-3280

Foss




Bruce Reed


206-281-4708




206-281-3809

Crowley



Lee Egland


206-340-2941




206-340-2998

Olympic



Rod Gullickson

206-628-0051




206-628-0293

Equiva Trading 

David George


925-229-6139




925 313-5387 

Equiva Trading

Joe Kinney


925-229-6152




925-313-5387

Equilon



Boyd Wells


360-293-0891




360-293-1585

Tesoro




Ed Irish



360-293-1613




360 293-1462

Harley Marine


George Clark


206-447-3055




206 628-0293

Sheridan Transport
Ray Marquardt

732-750-7076




732-750-7181
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