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Release No. 18-01

U.S. COAST GUARD ASSISTS WITH FORCE PROTECTION AND RISK ASSESSMENT

SEATTLE, WA:  The U.S. Coast Guard continues to work with local, state, and federal agencies to assess port security throughout the region.  U.S. Coast Guard assets are actively engaged in assisting with Department of Defense force protection efforts.  All arriving commercial vessels continue to be screened through a safety and security risk matrix to determine the need for positive and proactive operational control measures.  High-risk vessels will be boarded and/or denied entry.  Low risk vessels will be allowed to enter without movement restrictions.  Initiatives are also under way to ensure heightened security postures around the Washington State Ferry and Alaskan Marine Highway docks and other passenger vessel terminals including the cruise ship terminal at Pier 66.  Searches of vehicles and baggage and increased law enforcement presence have been implemented.  The Captain of the Port has established a communication network with local port authorities and marine industry leaders to report anomalous behaviors, address security concerns, and respond to requests for assistance.  U.S. Coast Guard cutters are also patrolling Puget Sound waters.
