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U.S. COAST GUARD CONTINUING TO ASSESS WATERFRONT SECURITY

SEATTLE – Following the incidents in New York and Washington, D.C., the Captain of the Port Puget Sound has taken steps to ensure security in the Puget Sound area.  

In coordination with local and state law enforcement, industry representatives, and port leaders, the Captain of the Port has completed, and continues to assess, the security posture of the port.  Assessments include U.S. Naval facilities, major oil facilities, bridges, and passenger vessels and terminals. The U.S. Coast Guard is assisting the U.S. Navy in their force protection efforts.  Heightened security measures have been implemented by several facilities.  In consultation with the U.S. Coast Guard, the Washington State Ferries has decided to restrict vehicle service on all ferry routes except those to Vashon Island and the San Juan Islands. Normal service resumed this afternoon with heightened security.   

The Coast Guard Captain of the Port is exercising positive vessel movement control in Puget Sound through the existing jointly operated U.S. Coast Guard and Canadian Cooperative Vessel Traffic Service. Captain of the Port Puget Sound has evaluated all vessels in port, and continues to monitor all vessel movements. In addition, the Captain of the Port is screening arriving vessels to determine, on a case-by-case basis, if any vessel movement restrictions are necessary. At this time, the Captain of the Port has not directed any restrictions against an individual vessel’s movement. The port will remain in operation under these conditions until further notice. 
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