U. S. COAST GUARD POLLUTION ALERT

OVERPRESSURIZED TANK LEADS TO OIL SPILL

POLLUTION EVENT:  Recently, a tank barge spilled a significant amount of diesel in the Gulf Coast region of the United States after a cargo tank was over-pressurized during cargo line blow down.  A Coast Guard investigation revealed that the cargo tank P/V valve was not properly cleaned after the tank was overfilled the week before and residue in the P/V valve prevented it from relieving properly.  Contributing equally to the casualty was a tankerman’s failure to open ullage openings during cargo line blow down in accordance with approved oil transfer procedures.  The restricted P/V valve and closed ullage openings allowed pressure to build to approximately 40 psi in the cargo tank.  This massive over-pressurization deflected the tank top upward 8 inches, ripped away and ruptured an on deck saddle tank, spilling the diesel inside.

WHAT WENT RIGHT: Fortunately, the crew noticed the spill right away, stopped the pumping operation, and used oil absorbent pads to clean the deck and recover oil from the water.  They also notified the U.S. Coast Guard, as is required by law. 

PREVENTION:  As with many casualties, there were multiple factors that contributed.  If either the P/V valve had been operational or the ullage openings had been open, this casualty could have been avoided.  Optimally, both safety measures should be in place.  Operators must ensure that after all casualties, regardless of the insignificance, affected components are tested and confirmed to be functioning properly.  Additionally, oil transfer procedures designed in accordance with 33 CFR 155 and 156 should be followed.

If you have questions on pollution prevention requirements, please contact the Marine Environmental Response Department or Vessel Inspection Department of U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Office Puget Sound at (206) 217-6232.  You may also visit our web site at www.uscg.mil/d13/units/msopuget/msops.html.

REPORT ALL OIL SPILLS TO THE NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER AT

1-800 424 8802

PLEASE HELP PREVENT OIL SPILLS!
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