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Chapter 5 (

Con’t

)

The Legal Requirements Of Boating


	Instructor Notes:

Classroom aid:  This entire chapter can be done out of doors without powerpoints.

Have a flotilla member trailer a boat to the class; hand out VSC form 7012s to each student, and have them take turns asking the boat “owner” for each item. The Instructor can facilitate this discussion by making sure pertinent points are all covered

A second option is to bring a selection of required safety equipment into the classroom, break the students into groups, and assign each a “boat” of 21’ (A table works nicely). Have each group decide on the appropriate gear for the boat. 
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Personal Flotation 

Devices

•

What are the requirements?

1


	Instructor Notes:

ASK: the question on the slide.

 1 on board for each person

 YOUR state’s requirements for Youth

 Readily accessible

 Have someone define

 In good condition

In Washington the law is “A child 12 and under are required to have a PFD on when in a boat under 19 feet

Oregon, Idaho, Montana? Is the federal PFD law for kids required in your state

Emphasize the WEARING of the PFD at all times when underway! 

You need to demonstrate the PFDs with the Flotillas Teaching Kit
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Personal Flotation 

Devices

•

90% boating fatalities are 

drownings

•

No PFD, or inadequate

•

Ensure that 

PFDs

are:

•

Readily accessible

•

Proper size

•

Good condition

1

2


	Instructor Notes: 

Discuss what is “readily accessible”.

Classroom aid:  Demonstrate the test for proper fit. Using a student, place a PFD that is too large on the student and show how the PFD will come off when the person falls into the water.
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Visual Distress Signals

•

How many?

•

What kind?

•

Who must carry them?

1

2

3


	Instructor Notes:

ASK: the questions on the slide

 Pyrotechnic: 3 good for night and day

 Non-pyro: electric SOS light and 3 day (smoke)

 All boats on coastal waters or operating at night
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Other Options


	Instructor Notes:

Remind students that pyrotechnic devices have a service life of 42 months.

Pyrotechnics must be USCG approved.

The CD with the book provides more details! 
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Fire Extinguishers

•

What kind is required?

•

What vessels need them?

1

2


	Instructor Notes:

ASK: the questions on the slide

Discuss the replies

 CG approved A-B-C (Type B)

 Inboard or I/O engine

 Permanently installed fuel tanks

  Closed living spaces

 Closed compartments where portable fuel tanks may be stored
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<26 feet 

1 B

-

1

26 feet to <40 feet

2 B

-

1

40 feet to <65 feet

3 B

-

1

Note:  These are 

minimums

Federal Rules

For Fire Extinguishers


	Instructor Notes:

This is the minimum

Self explanatory



	Slide 8
	
[image: image8.wmf]Copyright 2005 

-

Coast Guard Auxiliary Association, Inc.

8

Charge Indicators


	Instructor Notes:

Discuss how to inspect fire extinguishers.
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Proper Ventilation

•

Powered ventilation

1


	Instructor Notes:

Discuss:

 What a vessel examiner will be looking for when inspecting powered ventilation

 Hoses down close to bilge but not below water level

 Blower working

 Warning sticker at helm
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Proper Ventilation

•

Natural ventilation

1


	Instructor Notes:

Air flowing past vents creates air circulation in the boat
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Backfire 

Flame Arrestor

•

What is it and what does it do?

1


	Instructor Notes:

ASK: the question on the slide

Discuss:

 Gasoline engines (except outboards)

 Must be CG approved

 Keeps “backfire” sparks from igniting fumes

 Need to keep it clean! 
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Sound Producing Devices

•

Boats <12 meters must carry a whistle 

or horn

1


	Instructor Notes:

CH 3 discussed the Nav Rules and sound signals

ASK: how loud the whistles or horn must be? 

Audible ½ mile 
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Lights 

–

Power Driven

•

When are lights required?

1


	Instructor Notes:

Discuss:

 Restricted visibility

 Sailboats under power are power-driven

 Review the material from CH 3 
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Waste and Trash


	Instructor Notes:

Discuss:

 Up to $10,000 fine

 Boats 26’ and up must have pollution placard

 Download it from the CD with the text
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Environmental Protection


	Instructor Notes:

Discuss:

 Federal Requirements

 Boats 26’ and up must display this placard

Also called the MARPOL placard (world wide)

 Download from the CD with text
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Waste Management Plan

•

Plan should be posted

•

Include directives for crew and 

passenger

1

2


	Instructor Notes:

Required for boats over 39 feet
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Required on boats over 39 ft.

Navigation Rule Book


	Navigation Rule book is required on boats over 39 feet in length
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Waste and Trash

•

What is the law for boaters?

1


	Instructor Notes:

ASK: the question on the slide

The next set of slides will discuss these

Pack it in Pack it out
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Waters of Washington

No discharge of sewage or waste 

waters in any of Washington’s water

In Puget Sound

In any river

In any lake

In the Pacific Ocean (up to 3 miles 

off shore)

1

2

3

4


	Ask before the bullets come on slide 

What are the types of water in Washington?
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Marine Sanitation 

Devices

•

Must be USCG Approved

•

Y valve must be secured

1

2


	Instructor Notes:

Discuss:

Why the “Y” valve must be secured

How far off shore before discharging MSD 
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Use Pump Out Stations


	Instructor Notes:

All of the pump out locations are listed in the Washington Boating Guide book
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•

Required by 

NavRules

Diving/Snorkeling Flags

1


	Instructor Notes:

ASK:

 Who needs to display these flags?

 International Rules- rigid “Alpha” flag

 State or local may require red/white diagonal

 Avoid areas with boating traffic

 Avoid narrow waterways
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Reporting Accidents

•

What is the law for boaters?

•

When someone dies?

•

When injury is more than first aid?

•

When vessel damage is over $2,000?

•

What is your State amount? (WA  is $500)

1


	Instructor Notes:

ASK: These questions:

 Immediately if there is a death

 48 hours for injuries needing more attention than first aid

 10 days for damages, or complete loss of boat

NOTE: Federal Law has changed reporting requirements from damage of $500 to $2000. YOUR State may have a different requirement 

Washington State is still $500.00
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Boating Accident Report

•

Sample Form on CD

•

To whom do you send this report?

1

2


	Instructor Notes:

Discuss YOUR state’s accident reporting regulations 

Washington must report 
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Local Regulations

•

Know your state requirements

•

Do you need a VHF radio license?

•

Know any local regulations

1

2

3


	Instructor Notes:

What are some of your specific State Laws?

Classroom aid: This is a good time to hand out your state’s boating law handbook, and any local regulations that may apply.

Discuss any equipment that may be required
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Mufflers

•

Your state’s restrictions

1


	Instructor Notes:

Discuss:

YOUR state’s muffler and noise level restrictions 

The State of Washington has a muffler law

The boat has to have a muffler
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U.S. Coast Guard

& State Marine Officer

•

Can stop and board your vessel

1


	Instructor Notes:

Discuss:

 Coast Guard or other marine law enforcement’s right to stop and board at any time

 Vessels overloaded, without proper PFDs or other unsafe conditions may be directed to return to shore

Any agency law enforcement officer may board a boat. 
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