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7 AUGUST 2013

FIFTH DISTRICT INSTRUCTION M16794.2 
 
Subj: FIFTH DISTRICT AUXILIARY PADDLE CRAFT (PC) OPERATOR PROGRAM 
 
Ref: (a) Auxiliary Operations Policy Manual, COMDTINST M16798.3 (series) 
 (b) Auxiliary Boat Crew Training Manual, COMDTINST M16794.51 (series) 
 (c) Boat Crew Seamanship Manual, COMDTINST M16114.5 (series) 
 (d) Auxiliary Vessel Examination Manual, COMDTINST M16796.2 (series) 
 
1. PURPOSE.  This instruction establishes minimum performance standards for qualification 

as Auxiliary Paddle Craft (PC) Operator and establishes policy for operating Auxiliary 
personal paddle craft facilities on Coast Guard missions in the Fifth District (D5). 
 

2. ACTION.  Unit Commanders and Order Issuing Authorities shall ensure that the units and 
Auxiliarists under their command adhere to the provisions of this instruction. 
 

3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  D5NR Paddle Craft Operator Program CGD5INST 16794.1 is 
canceled and replaced with this instruction effective immediately.   
 

4. DISCUSSION.  The Paddle Craft Operator Qualification Guide – July 2013 (encl 1), 
effectively expands the Auxiliary Paddle Craft Program district wide, while also providing 
updated fitness requirements to the program first implemented in the Northern Auxiliary 
region.  This is one of a series of four qualification guides (BC CREW, COXWAIN, PWC 
OPERATOR and PADDLE CRAFT OPERATOR (PC) used in conjunction with the Boat 
Crew Seamanship Manual and the Auxiliary Boat Crew Training Manual to qualify 
Auxiliary members in the Boat Crew Program.  This Guide provides the qualification 
requirement for the position of a PC operator in D5.  Certified PC operators are authorized 
to operate Auxiliary PC facilities under Coast Guard patrol orders.  Because the PC operator 
is a relatively new qualification in the Auxiliary Boat Crew Program within D5 and is not 
defined elsewhere in Coast Guard policy guidance, this guide further establishes policies for 
acceptance of PCs as operational facilities and for use as PC Facilities on Coast Guard 
missions.  
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         NON-STANDARD DISTRIBUTION:  All CGD FIVE Units 

 
 

5. PROCEDURES.  Only this Guide may be used to train and qualify members as PC 
operators in D5. 
 

6. PRIVACY COMPLIANCE.  When completed, the numerous forms identified or referred to 
in this Manual contain Personally Identifiable Information (PII). The Privacy Act of 1974, 5 
U.S.C. 522a, mandates that agencies establish administrative, technical, and physical 
safeguards to ensure the integrity of records maintained on individuals. The Privacy Act also 
requires the protection against any anticipated threats which could result in substantial harm, 
embarrassment, or compromise to an individual. In order to maintain the public‘s trust and 
prevent privacy breaches, the Coast Guard has a duty to safeguard all types of PII in its 
possession. Unintended disclosure or compromise of an individual‘s PII constitutes a 
Privacy Incident and must be reported in accordance with COMDTINST 5260.5 (series), 
Privacy Incident Response, Notification, and Reporting Procedures for Personally 
Identifiable Information.  
 

7. RESPONSIBILITY.  Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District (dpa), Director of Auxiliary, 
is responsible for the content and upkeep of this manual and instruction.  Questions or 
concerns about this material contained in manual should be addressed to:   
Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District (dpa), at 757-398-6688.  
 

8. DISCLAIMER.  This guidance is not a substitute for applicable legal requirements, nor is it 
itself a rule. It is intended to provide operational guidance for Coast Guard personnel and is 
not intended nor does it impose legally-binding requirements on any party outside the Coast 
Guard. 
 

9. RECORDS MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS.  This instruction has been  thoroughly 
reviewed during the directives c1earance process, and it has been determined there are no 
further records scheduling requirements, in accordance with Federal Records Act, 44 U.S.C. 
3101 et seq., NARA requirements and Information and Life Cycle Management Manual, 
COMDTINST M5212.12 (series). This policy does not have any significant or substantial 
change to existing records management requirements. 
 

10. ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECT AND IMPACT CONSIDERATIONS.  This, directive will 
not have any of the following: significant cumulative impacts on the human environment; 
substantial controversy or substantial change to existing environmental conditions; or 
inconsistencies with Federal, State, or local laws or administrative determination relating to 
the individuality evaluated for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), Council on Environmental Policy NEPA regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508, 
DHSS and Coast Guard NEPA policy, and compliance with all other environmental 
mandates. 
 

11. FORMS/REPORTS.  All forms required by this instruction may be ordered from the 
Auxiliary National Supply Center, except the following: Paddle Craft Inspection and Offer 
for Use form, 5NR OPS-7, which can be found in the 5NR Policy Manual, in the forms  
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section,  Appendix G, via the Southern Region Director’s Office, or on the D5NR web site 
at http://www.5nr.org/member/forms/manuals.php.  

 
 
 
     /s/ 
     S. H. RATTI 
     Rear Admiral. U.S. Coast Guard 
     Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District 

 
Enclosures:  (1)  Paddle Craft Operator Qualification Guide - July 2013 
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