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Mariner Applies

180 Days Watchstanding 

time (50% on vessels 

=>200 GRT)

(2)

Meets domestic sea 

service 

(1)

RFPNW Assessements

(NMC Policy ltr 14-02) or 

approved course

No

Yes

Meets all four BST 

modules

Meets Row A from Table 1

Meets Row C from Table 1

Qualifies for:

MMD with AB;

STCW with RFPNW 

and PSC

Qualifies for:

MMD with AB 

(limited);

(4)



STCW with RFPNW 

and PSC (limited)

Can Work as 

AB/RFPNW and 

Lifeboatmatn/PSC on 

any vessel

(3)

Can work as AB and 

Lifeboatman/PSC on 

any non-lifeboat  

equipped vessel; 

Can work as RFPNW 

on any vessel

(3)

Yes

Yes

Then

And

And



Can work as AB on any Inland 

Vessel; as AB on any vessel 

under 200 GRT on Near 

Coastal Domestic Voyage; and 

as Lifeboatman/PSC on any 

vessel

(3)

Meets all four BST 

modules

Meets Row A from Table 1

Meets Row C from Table 1

Qualifies for:

MMD with AB;

STCW with PSC

Qualifies for:

MMD with AB 

(limited);

(4)

STCW with  PSC 

(limited)

(4)

Can work as AB on any Inland 

non-lifeboat equipped vessel; and 

as AB on any non-lifeboat 

equipped vessel under 200 GRT 

on a Near Coastal Domestic 

Voyage; and as Lifeboatman/PSC 

on any non-lifeboat equipped 

vessel

(3)

Meets Row B from Table 1

Meets Row D from Table 1

Qualifies for:

MMD with AB

Qualifies for:

MMD with AB 

(limited)

(4)

No

Can work as AB and 

Lifeboatman on any Inland 

Vessel; and as AB and 

Lifeboatman on any vessel 

under 200 GRT on Near 

Coastal Domestic Voyage

(3)

Can work as AB and 

Lifeboatman on any Inland 

non-lifeboat equipped vessel; 

and as AB and Lifeboatman 

on any non-lifeboat equipped 

vessel under 200 GRT on a 

Near Coastal Domestic 

Voyage

(3)

No

No

Yes

And

And

And

And

Meets at least one row of 

Table 1

No

Yes

Then

Then

Then

Then

Then

Yes

NOTES:

(1)

 Domestic Sea Service requirements are:

AB-Unlimited: 

1080 days deck service oceans or Great Lakes

AB-Limited:

  540 days deck service on vessels over 100 GRT oceans, Great Lakes or near 

coastal waters of U.S.

AB-Special:

  360 days of deck service oceans, Great Lakes or navigable waters of U.S.

AB-OSV: 

 180 days of deck service oceans, Great Lakes or navigable waters of U.S.

AB-Fishing Industry:

  180 days of deck service oceans, Great Lakes or navigable waters of U.S.

AB-Sail:

 180 days of deck service on sail vessels on oceans, Great Lakes or navigable waters of 

U.S.

AB-MOU: 

 360 days on vessels of 65' or more

Lifeboatman:

  360 days deck service on oceans, near coastal, Great Lakes or lakes, bays and 

sounds vessels; 720 days in other departments on oceans, near coastal, Great Lakes or lakes, 

bays and sounds vessels; or completion of CG aproved course and 180 days on ocean or near 

coastal vessels



(2)

 May be reduced to 60 days total and 30 days on vessels over 200GRT through appropriate CG 

approved course.



(3)

 Must pass appopriate CG test.  Can only work within the restrictions based on domestic sea 

service.  For example if applicant recieves AB-Fishing Industry he/she will not be able to work on 

any non-fishing industry vessel. 



(4)

 AB (limited) means AB limited to non-lifeboat equipped vessels, it 

does not

 mean AB-Limited as 

described in footnote 1.

Abbreviations:

AB

-Able Seaman

BST

-Basic Safety Training

GRT

-Gross Registered Ton

MMD

-Merchant Mariner's Document

MOU

-Mobile Offshore Unit

OSV

-Offshore Supply Vessel

PSC

-Proficient in Survival Craft

RFPNW

-Ratings Forming Part of a 

Naviational Watch

STCW

-International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, as 

ammended 1995

TABLE 2

(revised 1/23/03)

No
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