
WATERWAY MANAGEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE

BODEGA BAY AND TOMALES BAY

This questionnaire was developed to provide important information to the U.S. Coast Guard about the aids to navigation system in the Bodega Bay and Tomales Bay waterway.  The U.S. Coast Guard is soliciting input from the mariners who use the system in order to ensure that aids to navigation are serving their intended purpose.  Feel free to include additional comments in the space provided or on a separate page.  Your comments will help the Coast Guard make waterway management decisions reflect the concerns of the waterway users.

Please return this questionnaire by 8 July 2009.

Email: scott.d.thayer@uscg.mil
Mail:   CWO Scott Thayer

Sector San Francisco (Prevention)
Signal Road

Yerba Buena, CA 94130
Should you have any questions concerning this questionnaire or about this study feel free to call CWO Scott Thayer at (415) 399-7437.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NAME                
__________________________

PHONE #           
__________________________

VSL(S) NAME  
________            ____________

HOMEPORT    
__________________________

1. Years of experience in the area:   _________________________

2. Do you hold a Coast Guard license?    (YES / NO)

If yes, what type?   __________________________________________________

3. Please provide some general information about your vessel:

Length

___________________
Beam
  ___________________
Primary Use  
      ___________________
Draft
        ___________________
Fuel Capacity/Type   ______________
Cargo
        ___________________
4. Which waterways do you transit and how often?          __________________________________________________________________                
5. When do you transit these waterways?   (Circle)

Year Round

Spring

  Summer
       Fall
    Winter

6. What methods and tools do you use for navigation in these waterways?  (Circle)

Gyro Compass


Magnetic Compass

Radar

Radio Direction Finder
Loran



GPS

SATNAV


DGPS



Electronic Charts
Visual Bearings

Local Knowledge

Fathometer

Paper Charts




7. Which method is your primary means of navigation?  ______________________
8. What is your primary means of communication in these waterways?
VHF Channels:   ______________
            HF Frequencies:   _______________

9. Does the weather/wind ever cause a problem to navigation?    (Yes / No)

If yes, how so? _____________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________________
10. During periods of reduce visibility how much do you rely on sound signals?      (Circle)

Rarely



Moderately


Heavily
11. Do currents/tides affect your transit through these waterways?    (Yes / No)

If yes, how so?                                                                                                                __________________________________________________________________
12. Which aids are most important to you for safe navigation of these waterways? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. Which aids are least important to you for safe navigation of these waterways? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. Do you feel that the aids effectively mark navigational hazards and best water routes?  (Yes / No)

If not, please explain: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. Where are your primary anchorages?  __________________________________________________________________       
16. Does the availability of DGPS and Electronic Charting change the way you use this waterway?   (Yes / No)

If yes, please explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17. Do you feel that charts and publications for this area are adequate?   (Yes / No)

If no, please explain: _______________________________________________________                                    ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

18. Do you sail with a USCG Light List aboard?  (Yes / No)

19. How useful/important is the Coast Pilot publication to you and how often do you reference it? ____________________________________________________________                    _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20. Do you receive the Local Notice to Mariners?   (Yes / No)

21. What ports do you fuel in and how often? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
22. If you are a fishing vessel, where do you primarily offload your catch?   _____________________________________________________________________

23. Please describe any collisions or near collisions you have had, heard about or seen.  Please include where they took place (include location on chartlet if possible) and when.   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
24. What other aids to navigation would you like to see added or removed from these areas and why?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
25. Other comments:  This is your opportunity to note problems you see with this waterway and present any suggestions you may have for improving it.  Please attach sketches or any additional information necessary to make your points clear.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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