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MARINE SAFETY INFORMATION BULLETIN
These bulletins are purely informational for the maritime community within this Captain of the Port zone.  They serve to keep you advised of emerging information & situations that may impact our Marine Transportation System.  As important, they help to manage expectations & facilitate cooperation regarding actions that we may be taking and/or that you may need to employ in the interest of safety/security.  Increased vigilance in our maritime world hinges significantly upon proactive engagement & information sharing with the private sector, which has the primary responsibility for security & safety at their waterfront facilities &  vessels.
BULLETIN NO:  006-04
Date:  May 19, 2004

SUBJECT:  PREPARING YOUR VESSEL FOR A HURRICANE WHILE IN PORT


1. This bulletin was prepared to assist you in getting ready for the 2004 hurricane season, which begins on June 1st and ends on November 30th.  
2. It is the goal of the Captain of the Port (COTP) Long Island Sound to protect the safety of life, including vessel crews, facility personnel, and the general public.  The COTP will also seek to protect the port’s environment and the viability of the Marine Transportation System (MTS) including port infrastructure, harbors and channels.  Ultimate responsibility for the safety of a vessel and its crew rests with the vessel’s master.  For vessels remaining in any ports during a hurricane event within COTP Long Island Sound’s Zone, it is incumbent upon the vessel’s master or owner to make all appropriate arrangements for berthing, mooring or anchoring including tug service or any other protection necessary to ensure the safety of the vessel and to prevent damage to the port and the environment.  All heavy weather mooring and anchoring arrangements are subject to review by COTP Long Island Sound.
3.  As a hurricane approaches, COTP Long Island Sound will actively stay abreast of the status of activity in the port to ensure all appropriate actions are being taken, planned, or being considered.  The COTP (Group) Long Island Sound will also issue periodic notices to the port area in advance of the storm. These notices will be issued via VHF Marine Radio broadcasts on Marine VHF Channel 16.
4. The person in charge of a self-propelled oceangoing vessel over 500 GT and all oceangoing barges or tugs intending to remain in port during the height of the storm must submit a written mooring plan for approval by COTP Long Island Sound.  Enclosures (1) and (2) list information that should be included in a plan.
5. The remainder of this bulletin provides detailed guidance on how to prepare your vessel for a hurricane while in port, whether pier-side or trailered.   Vessels remaining in port must have their decks clear of unsecured objects, potential pollution hazards, and flammable materials.  All persons in charge must ensure that hatches are secured for heavy weather.  With the notable capability of Doppler radar, round-the-clock television coverage provided on programming such as the Weather Channel, and the Internet, up-to-date weather information is available from many sources.  This means you should have, at the very least, 48 hours to make your vessel ready for rough weather.
6. A 3-stage plan is provided below for readying your vessel to "ride out the storm" in port. Additional precautions and courses of action should be obtained from insurance companies, boat manufacturers and state boating administrators.

Stage One - Initial Assessment.  This is perhaps the most critical preparation time, as you should have time to be both deliberate and meticulous in your efforts. Initially, as you work on your vessel, monitor the National Weather Service broadcasts.  Initial indications from the newspaper or normal TV broadcasts should give you an idea several days out that there is a chance for local impact.

First, look all around the vessel topside and start a list of all removable items. Things like spare rigging, life- rings, pads for the cockpit, portable fuel and oil storage containers, etc. should be removed. Items such as bimini tops, dinghies and even a ship's bell should be taken ashore and stored. Winds accompanying a hurricane can take these items and turn them into "missile" hazards. You should also confirm with your insurance company the exact parameters of your policy. In addition to your vessel, see what your lease or rental agreement states about a storage shelter, if you have one, at a marina. These calls will allow you to have a clear understanding what your policy covers and what it does not.  It is best to be as informed as possible before the storm hits. 

Stage Two - Move Below Decks.  Moving below, remove all important ship's papers (i.e. registration, log books, passports, etc) and place them in a safe place away from the water. Have a complete list of all the equipment, both on the vessel and in your storage shelter. It makes the insurance claim easier. One good recommendation is to buy a portable lock box for storage of the list and pictures of the vessel’s gear/equipment, and keep it with you. (This is actually a good idea for hurricane preps in general and not just for your vessel.)  Some "boxes" are even designed to float. With regard to important papers, make a copy and have them notarized. If you have friends or relatives that are outside the area, mail this duplicate set to them for safe keeping. Lessons learned from past hurricanes indicate that, especially in Category Five storms, the devastation can be near total with the loss of all-important paperwork. Use this "back up" approach for your peace of mind. 
Moving about the vessel, you should shut off the fuel tanks, leave the bilge pumps on and use enough line to allow for storm surge in your mooring lines. However, don't provide too much slack.  If you are not comfortable, call our office for guidance.  The local Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla is also a good source of information for this type of issue.

Ensure that the battery is charged and the bilge pumps are operational. Clean the bilge of any material that would clog the pump. Both of these devices are imperative. 

 Stage Three - A Final Look.  This final stage of your hurricane preparations actually involves getting the vessel ready to ride out the storm. Start by setting good chaffing gear in locations where mooring lines will rub. A number of materials, even radiator hose, can be used for this purpose and this may be one occasion where a small investment will pay off.  Look to place chaffing gear near deck edges and chocks. Next, a methodical search of all openings to the vessel should be completed. After you complete your first deployment of chaffing gear, do another round of the boat to make sure you have evaluated the entire vessel. 

As you move from bow to stern make sure that the vessel is as watertight as possible. You can secure hatches and doors with tape, such as air conditioning duct tape, from the inside. You should also make sure that the "self-bailing" cockpit drains are open. Set your storm anchors, and then triple your bow and stern spring lines. As you're walking off the vessel make sure your electrical shore connection is disconnected. 

The final thing to do is take off valuables and easily removable electronic devices such as radios, GPS, etc. you may have onboard. Find a safe dry place to store these. 
7. Obviously this three-step approach is not an "all-inclusive" list but should at least serve as a foundation to build your own list.  Spend a few minutes on your list before executing it.  In addition to all of the above, have a back-up plan in case you are caught in a situation where you can't do these actions yourself. Identify a co-worker, neighbor, relative, or friend who has a good working knowledge of your vessel and can get these items completed before the storm hits.
8. Remember, even if you are the most experienced sailor, it is not a good idea to remain on your vessel during a hurricane; it may cost you your life.  Property can always be replaced.  A Category Five hurricane can pack speeds above 156 MPH and cause storm surges of 18ft.
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Captain, U.S. Coast Guard

Captain of the Port
STORM PREPAREDNESS PLANNING FOR OCEANGOING VESSELS

“REMAINING IN PORT CHECKLIST”

The person in charge of the vessel must submit in writing a mooring plan for review by the Captain of the Port.

Vessels remaining in port must have their decks clear of missile hazards, potential pollution hazards, and flammable materials.  All persons in charge must ensure that hatches are secured for heavy weather.  The following information must be included in the mooring plan submission.

Vessel Information


1.  Name, call sign, and official number of vessel.

2.  Nationality of the vessel.

3.  Name of the master.

4.  Name, address, and phone number of the agent, charterer or operator, and owner.

5.  Reason why the vessel is not leaving port.

6.  Provide full vessel characteristics that would be needed to effect salvage.

7.  Provide a full stowage plan and manifest to determine particular cargo and pollution hazards.
8.  Provide 24 hour contact and information on qualified individuals who have been empowered in writing by the owners to make on-site decisions and authorize expenditures for any required pollution response or salvage. 
9.  Provide evidence that an agreement has been reached between the vessel and the facility that the vessel may remain at the dock throughout the storm.
10.  Vessel particulars as applicable (length, breadth, draft, air draft, gross tonnage, hull type, horsepower, single or twin screw).

11.  Number of personnel to remain on the vessel and their qualifications.

12.  Amount of ballast the vessel may hold.

13.  Amount of bunkers, lube oil, and diesel oil on board.

14.  Estimated draft with the vessel in ballast.

15.  Name of berth and location.

16.  Depth of water in the vessel’s berth at mean low water.

17.  Availability of vessel’s main propulsion.

18.  Describe how the vessel will be secured to the berth.  Submit a diagram showing the mooring arrangements with the size, length and lead of mooring lines or wire.

19.  Operational status of machinery on board (i.e. engines, generators, fire fighting pumps, bilge pumps, anchors and number of anchors, and mooring machinery etc.)

20.  Any unusual conditions affecting the vessel’s seaworthiness.

ENCLOSURE 1
STORM PREPAREDNESS PLANNING FOR OCEANGOING BARGES WITH TUGS “REMAINING IN PORT CHECKLIST”
The person in charge of the barge and assist tug(s) must submit in writing a mooring plan for review by the Captain of the Port.

Tugs and barges remaining in port must have their decks clear of missile hazards, potential pollution hazards, and flammable materials.  All persons in charge must ensure that hatches are secured for heavy weather.  The following information must be included in the mooring plan submission.

Vessel Information Particular to Tug/Barge Units

1. Name, call sign, and official number of tug and barge(s).

2. Nationality of the tug and barge(s).

3. Name of the master of the tug.

4. Name, address, and phone number of the owner/operator, charterer, and/or agent.

5. Reason why the tug and barge are remaining in port.

6. Provide full barge and tug characteristics that would be needed to effect salvage.

7. Provide a full stowage plan and manifest to determine particular cargo and pollution hazards

8. Provide 24 hour contact information of qualified individuals who are empowered in writing by the owners to make on-site decisions and authorize expenditures for any required pollution response or salvage.
9. Provide evidence that an agreement has been reached between the vessel and the facility that the vessel may remain at the dock throughout the storm.
10. Tug and barge(s) particulars as applicable (length, breadth, draft, air draft, gross tonnage, hull type, horsepower, single or twin screw).

11. Ballast capabilities.

12. Will the tug be tending the barge(s) while in port.

13. Number and rating of personnel to remain on tug.

14. Amount of lube oil and diesel oil on board the tug and barge(s).

15. Name of berth and location.

16. Describe how the vessel will be secured to the berth.  Submit a diagram showing the mooring arrangements with the size, length and lead of mooring lines or wire.

17. Operational status of machinery on board the tug and barge(s) (i.e. engines, generators, fire fighting pumps, bilge pumps, anchors and number of anchors, mooring machinery, etc.)

18. Any unusual conditions affecting either the tug’s or barge(s)’ seaworthiness.

ENCLOSURE 2
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