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MARINE SAFETY INFORMATION BULLETIN
These bulletins are purely informational for the maritime community within this Captain of the Port zone.  They serve to keep you advised of emerging information & situations that may impact our Marine Transportation System.  As important, they help to manage expectations & facilitate cooperation regarding actions that we may be taking and/or that you may need to employ in the interest of safety/security.  Increased vigilance in our maritime world hinges significantly upon proactive engagement& information sharing with the private sector, which has the primary responsibility for security &  safety at their waterfront facilities &  vessels.
BULLETIN NO:  004-03
Date: February 10, 2003

SUBJECT:  INERTING REQUIREMENTS FOR TANKERS WITH INSTALLED INERT GAS SYSTEMS

Recently this office has identified recurring compliance discrepancies regarding inerting requirements. All tankers equipped with inert gas systems & facility owners/operators, shipping agents, masters and Persons-In-Charge (PICs) are urged to review their procedures to ensure the below guidance is tightly incorporated into their management of this crucial process.  The IGS is a critical fire/explosion prevention system in accordance with U.S. and International IGS regulations and standards, and is a critical component of  vessel & facility safety systems, as required under the Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002.  
U.S. & International standards require operators of tankers outfitted with IGS that carry any flammable cargoes and many combustible cargoes to ensure that the oxygen levels in the cargo tanks are maintained inert at all times -- meaning the atmosphere in the cargo tank(s) contains less than eight (8) percent oxygen. Recently, several tankers with petroleum cargoes have arrived in Long Island Sound ports with cargo tank atmospheres exceeding eight (8) percent oxygen. Deficiencies in the IGS that result in the tank atmosphere being over eight (8) percent are unacceptable and may result in enforcement action. 
The U.S. & International operating requirements for tankers equipped with IGS are outlined briefly below:

a. U.S. Navigable Waters - All tankers carrying crude oil, petroleum products or residues of such cargoes with a flashpoint not exceeding 150 degrees Fahrenheit (66 degrees Centigrade), Grades A through D, must maintain their cargo tanks in an inert condition at all times while in U.S. waters.  (Title 46 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Sections 30.10-15, 30.10-22, 32.53, & 33 CFR 2.05-25(a)).
b.
International Waters - All tankers carrying crude oil, petroleum products or residues of such cargoes with a flashpoint not exceeding 140 degrees Fahrenheit (60 degrees Centigrade) must maintain their cargo tanks in an inert condition at all times. (SOLAS 73/78 Amended, Chapter II-2 Regulations 55 & 60 & IMO's Guidelines for IGS (MSC/Circ 353) Sections 5, 6 & 7). 

c.
Tank condition must be discussed during the pre-transfer conference and that item on the Declaration of Inspection must be initialed by both Tankerman-PIC & Facility-PIC.  The following products have flashpoints not exceeding 140 or 150 F; crude oil, gasoline, diesel, oil fuel #1 (kerosene), oil fuel #1D, oil fuel #2, & oil fuel #2D. Actual flashpoint of a cargo can be deter-mined from the Certificate of Analysis (issued at load port), by Flash Point Tester or by contractor (e.g. Caleb Brett, Inspectorate, Saybolt).

d.
Vessels carrying products with flashpoints higher than the thresholds listed above must have inert tanks if the cargo is heated within 5 degrees Centigrade of its flashpoint.

e. For tankers carrying products that would not normally need to be inert where the cargo tanks have not been certified gas free since last containing a cargo with a flashpoint not exceeding 140 or 150 F, tanks must be maintained inert until the tanks are certified gas free.  The Coast Guard reviews the last 4 cargoes for enforcement of this requirement.
f. In the event that the IGS becomes inoperable or is not operating properly and an inert atmosphere cannot be maintained in the tanks, the vessel’s owner, operator, master or agent must immediately inform the Captain of the Port and the vessel’s flag/classification society. (SOLAS 73/78 Amended, Chapter I Regulation 11(c)).
g. In the arrival screening process agents and masters of a tanker carrying flammable/combustible cargoes will be asked:

1. Are the cargo tanks inerted for all cargoes as required by regulations? 
2. What is the flash point of the cargo? 
 (Degrees F)
3. How was the Flashpoint determined? (Certificate of Analysis, Flash Point Tester, Contractor)
Failure to provide the above information may result in delays receiving the COTP authorization to enter the territorial sea, under Long Island Sound Regulated Navigation Area, 33 CFR 165.T01-153 (d)(2).



















































J. J. COCCIA
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
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