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MARINE SAFETY INFORMATION BULLETIN
These bulletins are purely informational for the maritime community within this Captain of the Port zone.  They serve to keep you advised of emerging information & situations that may impact our Marine Transportation System.  As important, they help to manage expectations & facilitate cooperation regarding actions that we may be taking and/or that you may need to employ in the interest of safety/security.  Increased vigilance in our maritime world hinges significantly upon proactive engagement& information sharing with the private sector, which has the primary responsibility for security &  safety at their waterfront facilities &  vessels.
BULLETIN NO:  003-03
Date: January 31, 2003

SUBJECT:  MARITIME SECURITY REGULATIONS PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT


A series of public meetings will be held regarding the implementation of the recently passed Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002 (MTSA) and the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code as well as recent amendments to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS).  The purpose of these meetings is to outline the requirements of the MTSA and the ISPS Code and solicit public input that will be used in drafting regulations.  The meetings will also include representatives from the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to address various issues in the MTSA.  These meetings will be held in New Orleans; Louisiana, Cleveland, Ohio; St. Louis, Missouri; Seattle, Washington; San Pedro, California; Jacksonville, Florida; and New York, New York.
The MTSA contains several provisions intended to enhance America’s maritime community against the threat of terrorism.  Many of the requirements in the MTSA directly align with the international security requirements adopted this December during a Diplomatic Conference on Maritime Security at the International Maritime Organization (IMO) with broader application for domestic vessels and facilities.  These meetings will include discussion on issues such as:

( Port Security Committees and Port Security Plans.         ( 
Vessel Security Assessments and Plans.

( Vessel and Company Security Officers.                          ( 
Facility Security Assessments and Plans.

( Facility Security Officers.
The closest public meeting in this area will be held in New York City, NY at the Customs House Auditorium in the Alexander Hamilton U.S. Customs House at 1 Bowling Green on February 11, 2003, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST.  For the location, date, and times of the other meetings please see the full body of the Federal Register Notice.  The docket number is [USCG-2002-14069] and can be viewed at http://dms.dot.gov/search/searchFormSimple.cfm (enter the number 14069 in the docket search block).  The Notice also further explains the requirements of MTSA, the SOLAS amendments and the ISPS Code as well as the type of information that the Coast Guard is requesting comment on at these meetings.  
The U.S. Coast Guard presentation slides prepared for use at its public meetings on maritime security have been posted at http://dmses.dot.gov/docimages/pdf84/217053_web.pdf.  They reiterate the initial approach being taken by the Coast Guard in development of its maritime security regulations and the issues on which it is particularly interested in receiving input from the regulated community.  Persons are encouraged to review the slides.  Even more importantly, persons are encouraged to attend and actively participate in the public meetings.  Congress has mandated a short timeframe and the Coast Guard is making an extra effort to provide the opportunity to be heard.  The local Captain of the Port will also gladly accept any comments and input.














Points of contact for Captain of the Port Long Island Sound are Lieutenant Commander P.J. Maguire and Lieutenant Mark Shepard.  They may be reached at (203) 468-4504/5.
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S. S. Graham
Commander, U.S. Coast Guard

Acting Captain of the Port
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