

	Commander
United States Coast Guard
Group / Marine Safety Office

Long Island Sound
	120 Woodward Avenue
New Haven, CT  06512
Phone: (203) 468-4444
FAX:    (203) 468-4445


MARINE SAFETY INFORMATION BULLETIN
These bulletins are purely informational for the maritime community within this Captain of the Port zone.  They serve to keep you advised of emerging information and situations that may impact our Marine Transportation System.  As important, they help to manage expectations and facilitate cooperation regarding actions that we may be taking and/or that you may need to employ in the interest of safety and security.  Increased vigilance in our maritime world hinges significantly upon proactive engagement and information sharing with the private sector, which has the primary responsibility for security and safety at their waterfront facilities and vessels.
BULLETIN NO: 004-02
Date: September 4, 2002
SUBJECT: USCG/INS REQUIREMENTS FOR SECURITY GUARDS

Many federal agencies operating in the nation's seaports have become increasingly concerned about crewmembers detained on board vessels that abscond despite the fact that these agencies have been assured that these crewmen will remain on board until the vessel departs the United States.  This activity is a violation of U.S. law and threatens national security.


Two of those agencies, the Immigration and Naturalization service (INS) and the U.S. Coast Guard, have been working together to insure that the law is not broken and that our seaports remain secure.  Simply stated, if the INS believes that crew who have been detained on board may abscond, officers will ask the Captain or vessel representative to submit a security plan that contains measures to ensure that crew do not abscond.  Implementation and maintenance of this security plan will be a condition of port entry and visit through an enforceable order issued by the appropriate U.S. Coast Guard Captain of the Port.  The U.S. Coast Guard Captain of the Port may also take further actions deemed necessary to insure that the crew does not abscond.


While a visa is not a guarantee to enter the United States, the best way to ensure clearance into a U.S. port is for all crewmembers and passengers to have valid visas prior to entry into the United States territorial sea.  Additionally, vessel owners and operators can expedite the review process by including visa information with the crew list that is provided as part of the vessel's advance notice of arrival to the U. S. Coast Guard.
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J. J. COCCIA


Captain, U. S. Coast Guard
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