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In accordance with long-standing Coast Guard policy, the senior local fire department officer at the scene of an incident shall serve as Incident Commander and assume overall command of operational response personnel and assets.  In all cases, the Unified Command System will be utilized, as with spill response, to coordinate the joint response to the fire by all federal, state, and local agencies.

While the Coast Guard has an interest in fighting fires involving vessels and waterfront facilities, this interest does not extend to preemption of local responsibility and authority for firefighting.  The Coast Guard traditionally renders assistance as available, commensurate with each unit’s level of training, the adequacy, and availability of equipment.  Traditional response roles for the Coast Guard include.

Restricting access to the affected area and controlling marine traffic by the use   

    of Safety/Security Zones.

Conducting Search and Rescue (SAR) activities.

Making notifications to local agencies and others, both internal and external to  
    the Coast Guard able to assist with vessel issues.

Coordinating response with local emergency services.

Coordinating possible oil/hazardous material spill response that may occur as  
     a result of the fire.
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