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GLOSSARY AND ACRONYMS

Glossary and Acronyms

Area Contingency Plan: A plan, required by the Clean Water Act and the Oil Pollution

Act of 1990, for removing a discharge and mitigating the damage from a discharge from

a vessel, offshore or onshore facility operating in or near a designated area

Asphalt: A black or brown hydrocarbon ranging in consistency from a heavy liquid to a

solid. The most common source of asphalt is the residue left after the distillation of

crude oils. Used primarily for surfacing roads.

Barrel: Liquid measure for petroleum products equal to 42 UPS gallons or approximately

159 liters. This measure is used extensively by the petroleum industry.

Bunker C: A very viscous oil (No. 6 fuel) used as a fuel for marine and industrial boilers.

CERCLA: Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of

1980, commonly known as the "Super fund Act".

Cleanup: An operation during which hazardous substances are removed, contained,

neutralized, stabilized, incinerated, or in any other manner processed or handled with

the ultimate goal of making the site safer for people or the environment.

Crude (or Crude Oil): Petroleum in its natural form before it is refined.

Decontamination: The removal of hazardous substances from employees and their

equipment to prevent spreading and potential adverse health effects.

Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC): The overall coordinator of an oil spill response

team. For marine spills, the FOSC will be from the USCG. For inland spills, the FOSC

will come from the EPA. The FOSC is responsible for overall strategic decisions and

actions throughout each phase of a response operation.

Flash Point: The lowest temperature at which a liquid gives off enough vapors to ignite

when a flame is present.

Fund or Trust Fund: The Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund, various state funds, or the

Hazardous Substance Response Trust Fund.

Hazardous Substance: Any material identified as hazardous by section 101(14) of

CERCLA any substance listed under 49 CFR 172.101: or any substance "that may be

anticipated to cause death, disease, behavioral abnormalities, cancer, genetic mutation,

physiological malfunctions, or physical deformations". The term does not include

petroleum or natural gas.
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Hydrocarbons: Organic chemical compounds composed only of the elements carbon

and hydrogen. Hydrocarbons are the principal constituents of crude oils, natural gas

and refined petroleum produces.

Incident Command System: The supervisory structure that provides a standard

organizational model for emergency response. It creates clear lines of authority, and

helps to coordinate many legal jurisdictions during larger spills. For marine spills, the top

level of the ICS is called the Unified Command, and consists of the federal on scene

coordinator (USCG), the state on scene coordinator, and a representative of the

responsible party or parties.

Light Ends: The volatile hydrocarbons in crude oil and petroleum products. The light

ends, including benzene, are the first to evaporate.

Manual Recovery: The recovery of oil from contaminated areas by the response work

force with the use of buckets, shovels and similar equipment. Manual recovery is

extremely labor intensive.

Oil-in-Water Emulsion: An emulsion of oil droplets dispersed in surrounding water,

formed as a result of wave action or by use of a chemical dispersant. Oil-in-water

emulsions are unstable and tend to reform as an oil slick when the water calms.

On Scene Coordinator: The official predesignated by federal, state, local or tribal

governments to coordinate and direct spill response efforts.

OPA '90: Oil Pollution Act of 1990.

OSRV: Oil Spill Response Vessel.

Responsible Party: A person or company, usually but not always the owner or

transporter of oil, legally responsible for the expense of responding to a spill.

Weathering: Alteration of the physical and chemical properties of spilled oil through a

series of natural processes that begin when the spill occurs and continue as long as the

oil remains in the environment.
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Acronyms

ACRONYM             DEFINITION

AC                            Area Committee

ACP                         Area Contingency Plan

AIRSTA                   Coast Guard Air Station

AOR                        Area of Responsibility.
ART                         Alternative Response Technologies

AST                         Atlantic Strike Team

ATSDR                    Agency for Toxic Substances and Diseases Registry

BBL                         Barrel

BNTM                      Broadcast Notice to Mariners

BOA                         Basic Ordering Agreement

CCGD1                    Commander, First Coast Guard District

CERCLA                  Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability

Act of 1980

CFR                         Code of Federal Regulations

CGHQ                      Coast Guard Headquarters

CHRIS                     Chemical Hazard Response Information System

CO                           Commanding Officer

COTP                      Captain of the Port

CWA                        Clean Water Act

DEC                         New York Department of Environmental Conservation

DEM                         Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management

DEP                         Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection

DRAT                       U. S. Coast Guard District Response Advisory Team

DWT                         Dead weight ton

EEZ                          Exclusive Economic Zone

EMT                         Emergency Medical Technician

EOC                         Emergency Operations Center

EPA                          Environmental Protection Agency

FEMA                       Federal Emergency Management Agency

FOG                         Field Operations Guide

FOSC                      Federal On-Scene Coordinator

FRP                         Facility Response Plan

FWPCA                   Federal Water Pollution Control Act.
FWS                        Fish and Wildlife Service (DOI)

GAL                         Gallon (U. S.)

GIS                          Geographic Information System

G-L                          U. S. Coast Guard's Office of Chief Counsel

G-M                         U. S. Coast Guard's Office of Marine Safety, Security and Environmental

                                Protection

GSA                        General Services Administration

HAZWOPER           Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response

IAP                          Incident Action Plan

IC                            Incident Commander
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ICP                         Incident Command Post

ICS                         Incident Command System

IO                           Information Officer

JIC                          Joint Information Center

LO                          Liaison Officer

MOA                      Memorandum of Agreement

MOU                      Memorandum of Understanding

MSDS                    Material Safety Data Sheet

MSIS                      Marine Safety Information System

MSL                       Marine Safety Labs

MSO                      U. S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Office

NCP                       National Contingency Plan

NIIMS                    National Interagency Incident Management System

NIOSH                   National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health

NMFS                    National Marine Fisheries Service (DOC/NOAA)

NOAA                    National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration.

NPFC                     National Pollution Funds Center

NPS                       National Parks Service (DOI)

NRC                       National Response Center

NRDA                     Natural Resource Damage Assessment

NRT                        National Response Team

NSF                        National Strike Force

NSFCC                   National Strike Force Coordination Center

NWS                       National Weather Service

OPA 90                  Oil Pollution Act of 1990

OPCEN                  Operations Center

OSC                       On Scene Coordinator

OSHA                     Occupational Safety and Health Administration

OSLTF                   Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund

PAO                       Public Affairs Officer

PIAT                       Public Information Assist Team (USCG)

PIO                         Public Information Office

POC                       Point of Contact

POLREP                Pollution Report

PREP                     National Preparedness For Response Exercise Program

QI                           Qualified Individual

RCRA                     Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

RP                          Responsible Party

RRT                        Regional Response Team

SARA                     Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act

SMART                  Special Monitoring for Advanced Response Technologies

SO                          Safety Officer.

SONS                     Spill of National Significance

SSC                        Scientific Support Coordinator (NOAA)

SUPSALV               U. S. Navy Supervisor of Salvage

UC                          Unified Command

USACE                   U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
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USC                       United States Code

USCG                    U. S. Coast Guard

USN                       U. S. Navy

VRP                       Vessel Response Plan
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