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Coast Guard rescues 4 stranded at sea

USCG Station Fire Island: At 11:40 PM last night, the Coast Guard received the report of an overdue Sport fishing boat with four persons on board.  The 25’ Criscraft vessel named FOXSEA, had departed earlier in the day on an off-shore fishing trip.  The Coast Guard immediately began an extensive night time search, employing four different Coast Guard assets, including a 41’ small boat, a HH-60 Helicopter, a HU-25 Falcon jet and the 110’ Cutter MONOMOY.  In six different searches the rescue craft combed roughly 1000 square miles of ocean in their efforts to find the FOXSEA.  At 0635 this morning the broken down boat was spotted in dramatic fashion.  Well off shore and just as the dawn was breaking the Falcon jet spotted a flare fired from the 4 stranded fishermen.  They were in a position over 20 nautical miles South South East of Fire Island Inlet.  Other civilian and Coast Guard boats were vectored to the FOXSEA to render assistance.  The Coast Guard plans to tow the disabled vessel and persons on board to Station Fire Island.  This case highlights the importance of filing a float plan with a friend or relative, wearing Personal Floatation Devices and maintaining all proper emergency equipment.  
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