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WELCOME ABOARD!

The Coast Guard’s history in southern Long Island, New York dates back to the mid – 1800’s.  In the 1850’s, there were seven U.S. Life Saving Stations between Point Lookout, NY and Fire Island, NY, spaced, on the average of less than 5 miles apart.

Established in 1851 as “Station Short Beach,” the station took its original name from a small spit of land just east of Jones Inlet.  The original building built by the U.S. Life Saving Service was a wood framed structure, which was later replaced as a two story brick building complete with a connected watch tower, and a second building serving as the boathouse with a marine railway system.  This facility was built between 1933 to 1935 as part of a Works Progress Administration (WPA) Project under President F.D. Roosevelt’s administration.

Serving the Coast Guard for over 50 years, age took its inevitable toll.  In May of 1987, the CG Facilities Design and Construction Command (FD&CC) Norfolk, VA began construction of the present facility.  The old boathouse with associated marine railway was demolished that year, and the old station was demolished in March of 1990.  Dedicated on the 15th of June 1990, the present multi-mission station combines operations, administration and berthing in the main station building.  A new boathouse provides equipment storage and maintenance shops together with a boat haul-out facility.  When dedicated, the Coast Guard retired the old name, “Station Short Beach,” in favor of the more generally recognized name of “Station Jones Beach.”

The primary mission at Station Jones Beach is search & rescue, however all personnel are actively engaged in law enforcement and environmental protection as well.  The station’s area of responsibility extends from East Rockaway Inlet to Gilgo Beach, including Jones Inlet and the associated back-bay waters of southern Nassau County.  Always a busy unit, Station Jones Beach continually ranks among the top twenty-five units nationally, conducting approximately 500 Search & Rescue cases annually.

The local area is home to many pleasure craft boaters as well as fishing vessels that includes commercial and deep-sea charters.  In addition, there are two main casino boats that leave the port regularly.  Station Jones Beach is actively involved in the local community events; for example, every year the community hosts a Shark Tournament that involves fishing enthusiasts from all over Long Island.  To safeguard the boaters, the Jones Beach crew diligently patrols the seas to impede any kind of emergency and sees to it that all boaters arrive safely to homeport.   

The Morale, Wellness and Recreation aspect at Station Jones Beach is without a doubt alive.  The station has the following available to all personnel during off-hours and at lunch: volleyball court, horseshoe pit, basketball court, sailing boat, windsurfer and a weightlifting gym.  Utilized on a regular basis, the crew maintains a healthy lifestyle and is in physical fit condition.

Near the station is Jones Beach Theater, which is located within Jones Beach State Park in Wantagh, NY.  The original theater was constructed in the early 1930’s and was renovated in 1945 and again in 1992. In 1998 the theater was expanded to its current configuration and now seats 14,000 people comfortably.  Jones Beach Theater currently is one of the top ranked amphitheaters in the country and plays host to today’s top artists and celebrity attractions as well as festivals and fine arts Performances.

The station is located on Jones Beach State Park which is the most renowned of all New York State parks.  It derived its name from Major Thomas Jones who came to Long Island in 1692 and built the first brick house on the Island and eventually acquired 6000 acres of which part are on the grounds of the current park.  The 2,400-acre Jones Beach State Park is one of the most venerable and historic parks in the state. Located just 33 miles from New York City, the park features 6.5 miles of majestic oceanfront beach, as well as a half-mile bay-water beach for still-water bathing. The west end of the park is home to surf fishing, a boat basin and undeveloped areas where nature enthusiasts can enjoy a variety of migratory birds and native plants.

Housing:
Local Area Housing – All personnel reporting single or married should understand that the cost of rent and living in the Long Island area is higher than the national average.  Success on finding a home within the range of BAH is challenging.  The average cost of a single apartment is approximately $1200.  The average cost of a home is $190,000.  It is highly recommended that upon receipt of orders you should prepare financially and receive counseling from the command.

Leased/Government Owned Housing Information: Coast Guard owned/government leased housing is available for qualified personnel reporting to any unit within Group Moriches.  Group Moriches is the designated Local Housing Authority.  Government Owned Housing is located at CG Station Fire Island, Westhampton Beach and Mitchel Field.  The housing is available when vacant to CG personnel with dependents.  Also, there are limited quarters for single members living on board Station Jones Beach.  Single BAH is available to single members who request to live off-base if they meet the requirements of current unit instructions.

Medical Information:

Medical Services for active duty and their dependents are varied in Group Moriches.  At the Group, there are Health Service Technicians who maintain a small sickbay and provide Health Benefits Advisor assistance to active duty members and their families.  They are located at the Group Office in East Moriches.

Due to the station’s distance from area Uniformed Treatment Facilities (UTF’s), the CG has contracted local physicians and dentists to be the station’s primary care provider.  

Personnel have a choice of healthcare plans with either TriCare or Uniformed Services Family Health Plan (USFHP).  The HMO program is new to the NY area and in a trial stage.  USFHP of Bayley Seton Hospital is sponsored by the DOD.  Personnel must sign up and be accepted by the plan to participate.  There are various sign-up periods throughout the year.  When accepted, personnel will use the plan’s doctors, hospitals, and pharmacy.

The unit has a Health Benefits Advisor Representative for USFHP and TriCare inquiries.

United Concordia dental providers are available in the local area.  The provider listing is maintained by the XPO.

Miscellaneous Information:

New York City is a rich port city that has all sorts of cuisines from anywhere in the world and it attracts chefs who know how to cook the world's best cuisines.  New York has more restaurants per capita than anyplace else in the States.  You can eat anything, at any time, and cooked in any style.  In addition, the established arts – dance, theater, music – are provided and New York's clubs are varied and exciting.  New York is home to the Metropolitan and Modern Art museums and countless smaller collections.  And for the avid consumer, the choice of shops is vast.  

Education:

There are numerous colleges and universities in the Long Island area to choose from.  These afford all personnel the opportunity to continue their education on off-duty hours.  The colleges and universities are located throughout the area and most can be reached by public transportation.

USO Information:

The General Douglas MacArthur USO New York is located in Times Square at the Edison Hotel.  The address is 1457 Broadway, New York.  It is open from 1130 to 1930 Monday through Saturday.  The USO will make reservations at special rates in Manhattan hotels.  Advance reservations can be made via telephone at (212) 719-2364, or by mail to USO, ATTN: CG Representative, 1457 Broadway, New York, NY 10036.  Provide the following information: Name, Grade, Social Security Number, present duty station, new duty station (if applicable), expected length of stay, and the number of people to be accommodated.  Reservation will be confirmed by mail.

Commissary and Exchange Information:
The following locations has either a commissary, an exchange or both:

LOCATION


COMMISSARY

EXCHANGE
USA Fort Hamilton

yes



yes

USN Mitchel Field

yes



yes

USCG Activities NY

no



yes

Weather:

Summer average temperature is 72F.  Winter average temperature is 33F.

Location:

United States Coast Guard Motor Lifeboat Station Jones Beach is located on Jones Beach State Park in the southern region of Long Island and is approximately 30 miles east of New York City.

MAILING ADDRESS:
Officer in Charge 

USCG Station Jones Beach

West End Boat Basin

Freeport, NY 11520

PHONE:


(516) 785-2995

FAX:



(516) 785-2995
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