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You Could Be a Lifesaver

You are out for a great day of sailing, the sky is clear and the wind is steady when suddenly you hear an explosion.  You look to see a ball of flame appear over a nearby powerboat.  You do the same thing you hope someone would do for you; render assistance.  What are you supposed to do?  


46 United States Code 2304 provides:

(a) A master or individual in charge of a vessel shall render assistance to any individual found at sea in danger of being lost, so far as the master or individual in charge can do so without serious danger to the master's or individual's vessel or individuals on board.
(b) A master or individual violating this section shall be fined not more than $1,000, imprisoned for not more than 2 years, or both.

The first thing you should do is call the Coast Guard on VHF-FM Channel 16.  Tell them the location and nature of distress, as well as the number of people needing help.  You may be switched to another radio channel after the initial call in order to free up Ch 16 for further emergencies.


Next, go and help, but do not put yourself or your vessel in danger.  If you do unexpectedly get in trouble it only means the Coast Guard has more people to help.  This is the main reason you should call the Coast Guard before you get involved.  If you do not call the Coast Guard first, then they will not know that you, or anyone for that matter, are in need of help.


In order to help you must be knowledgeable in boat handling and first aid.  Boat handling skills are acquired through experience and training.  Classes are given through the Coast Guard Auxiliary and U.S. Power Squadron for safe boating and you can contact your local red cross for first-aid training. 


What if you are the one that is in the accident, or need some other kind of assistance?  First, DO NOT PANIC!  Remember, you have all of the safety equipment you need, fire extinguisher, Personal Floatation Device (PFD), etc.


Check to be sure everyone is safe and put everyone in a PFD, if you do not already have them on.  If you are missing anyone, call for help.  If you are sinking or on fire call for help.  If anyone is injured, call for help.  Basically, if you have concerns for the safety for your passengers or yourself, call for help.


Call the Coast Guard on VHF-FM Channel 16.  Give them the following information:


(Location


(Nature of distress (collision, fire, etc.)


(Number of people on board


(Description of boat

If you have time, give this info too:


(Anyone missing


(Anyone injured


(Types of injuries


(What you are doing


(Shore side contact (family/friend)


There is a New York State requirement for reporting a boating accident after it occurs.  You should fill out a Boating Accident Report and file it with the local authorities.  For more information on filing requirements and state safety courses call (518) 474-0445.


If you do see someone in need of help… HELP, if you can do so safely, because you may be that person’s last chance for survival.
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