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URGENT COAST GUARD ADVISORY NOTICE

These bulletins are informational for the maritime community within this Captain of the Port zone.  They advise you of emerging information and situations that may impact the safety and/or security of our Marine Transportation System.  Increased vigilance in our maritime world hinges significantly upon proactive engagement and information sharing with the private sector, which has the primary responsibility for security and safety at their waterfront facilities and vessels.

To: Distribution
Date: June 18, 2004

From: Waterways Operations Division
Revision No: 0

Re: Macy’s July 4th Fireworks Display.

The Captain of the Port New York is establishing a Safety Zone in the East River from the southern point of Roosevelt Island to Governors Island, and in Newtown Creek, west of the Pulaski Bridge and between Governors Island and Liberty State Park for the Macy’s Fireworks Display (see attached chartlet).  These zones will be in effect on Sunday, July 4, between 6:30 pm and 11:30 pm.  No vessel may enter, or move within this zone without authorization from the Coast Guard Captain of the Port New York.
Additional Restrictions

Tugs/Tows/Commercial Vessels transiting the East River, Deepwater Range, or Buttermilk Channel shall be outside of the safety zone by 6:00 pm on July 4th.

Vessels over 20 meters in length (65.6 ft): Vessels may view the display near the Williamsburg Bridge, south of the East River Main Channel Lighted Buoy 18 (LLNR 27335), north of South 9th Street Brooklyn, and 200 yards from the Manhattan shoreline.  Vessels must be in position by 6:30 pm, should plan to remain in position until approximately 11:30 pm, and not depart the area until released by the Coast Guard.  The Coast Guard will not reserve places for vessels to view the display.  Space is limited and on a first come basis.

Vessels under 20 meters in length (65.6 ft): Vessels may view the display from Buttermilk Channel, south of the southwest corner of Pier 9A Brooklyn.

Vessels may view the display from an additional viewing area on the Hudson River, northwest of Pier A and north of the Ellis Island 150-yard Security Zone.

Vessels outside the safety zone must stay clear until the Coast Guard declares all areas open to the public.  This information will be broadcast on VHF-FM CHANNEL 16.

Tide Change:  Vessels shall not anchor due to a tide change around 6:00 pm.  Vessels should stem the tide and be prepared to change direction as the tide shifts.  Currents are predicted to be 2.9 knots at 9 pm with a flood tide.
Governors Island.  The New York City Economic Development Corporation does not authorize any vessel to tie off to Governors Island.

Emergencies: In case of emergency contact “Coast Guard Patrol Commander” on VHF-FM CHANNEL 16.

Staten Island Ferry:  The Staten Island ferries will be authorized to transit through the safety zone east of Liberty Island until approximately 8 p.m.  Staten Island Ferry will resume their 30-minute schedule following the completion of the fireworks.  This may be subject to change.

Information regarding this event is available on: Macy’s Marine Hot Line: (212) 494-5243, or

Macy’s Annual Events Hot Line:  (212) 494-4495

Safety Zone Questions should be directed to: LTJG Anthony Paopao (718) 354-4195 or LCDR Ernie Morton (718) 354-4191.  

WAIVERS:  OUTSIDE OF THE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED STATEN ISLAND FERRIES, THERE WILL BE NO WAIVERS ISSUED FOR ANY VESSEL TO TRANSIT THROUGH THE SAFETY ZONES.  YOU MUST BE IN POSITION BY 6:30 PM.

The USCG continues to be on a heightened state of alert, consistent with the current Homeland Security threat level and the normally high level of waterways usage in this critical operating area.  We are taking appropriate measures consistent with the existing safety and security posture.  The USCG is working with DHS, DOT, the FBI, and other security/law enforcement agencies to ensure the security of ports, waterways, coasts and facilities.  You are encouraged to continue close cooperation and coordination of necessary safety/security efforts with your local/state law enforcement agencies.  Report any suspicious activity to the Coast Guard via marine radio or via our 24-hour watch at (718) 354-4353 or (718) 354-4356.
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