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REGION II NY/NJ REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM MEMBERSHIP
The Region II NY/NJ Regional Response Team (RRT) is comprised of members from thirteen federal departments and agencies, and representatives from the States of New York and New Jersey.  A complete listing of RRT members can be found in Appendix I of this document and in the Region II Regional Oil and Hazardous Substances Contingency Plan (RCP).

The following are members of the Region II RRT:

Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry (ATSDR)

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

U.S. Army

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  (USACE)

U.S. Navy

Department of the Interior (DOI)

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)

Department of Justice (DOJ)

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)



U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

General Services Administration (GSA)

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS)

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)

New York Sate Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)

New York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP)

The RRT serves as the regional body for planning and preparedness activities before a response to a major or otherwise significant oil or hazardous substances incident is taken, and for coordination and advice during such response actions.

The RRT is co-chaired by the following positions within the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), Region II and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) First District:

EPA




USCG
Co-chair:

Chief, Response and


Chief, Marine Safety Division

  Prevention Branch


 

ALTERNATE
Team Leader, Oil


Chief, Planning and 

Co-chair:

  Program Team


  Response Branch
 

Both the EPA and USCG have designated RRT Coordinator positions.  The names of the current co-chairs, alternate co-chairs, and RRT Coordinators are included in the list of RRT members and participants found in Appendix I.

The two principal components of the RRT mechanism are a standing team, which consists of designated representatives from each participating federal agency and local government, and an incident-specific team, where participation will relate to the technical nature of the incident and its geographic location.

RRT ACTIVATION PROCEDURES
The RRT should be activated as an inter-governmental coordination team when an actual or potential discharge or release occurs:

1.
Exceeds the response capability available to the federal On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) in the place where it occurs;

2.
May pose a substantial threat to the public health, welfare, environment, or to regionally significant amounts of property; 

3.
Meets the definition of a major discharge as defined in the National Contingency Plan (NCP); or

4.
When otherwise requested by the federal OSC.

Using the above criteria, any RRT representative may request either Co-chair to activate the RRT.  The request should be made to the USCG Co-chair for coastal incidents, and to the EPA Co-chair for inland incidents.  The request may be transmitted verbally, by fax, electronic mail, or in writing.

Once a Co-chair decides to activate the RRT, or receives such a request from another RRT representative, the other Co-chair will be notified of the decision.  The USCG Co-chair will be the lead for coastal incidents and the EPA co-chair will assume the lead for inland incidents.  Notification of remaining RRT members will be the responsibility of the lead Co-chair and may be delegated to the RRT Coordinator or other staff representatives.

When activated, the RRT may meet or convene by teleconference at the call of the Co-chair, and may:

1.
Monitor and evaluate reports from the OSC.  The RRT may advise the OSC on the duration and extent of the federal response and may recommend to the OSC specific actions in responding to the discharge or release;

2.
Request other Federal, state or local governments, and/or private agencies to provide resources under their existing authorities to assist the OSC's response efforts;

3.
Help the OSC prepare information releases for the public and for communications with the National Response Team (NRT);

4.
If circumstances warrant, advise the regional or district head of the agency providing the OSC that a different OSC should be designated;

5.
May submit Pollution Reports (POLREPS) to the National Response Center (NRC) as significant developments occur.

Arrangements for meeting locations and/or teleconferences will be the responsibility of the lead Co-chair, or designated representative.  Teleconferences are arranged by contacting NRC Communications with approximate length of call, purpose of call, and the date and time for the call.  Prior to the conference call, the Chair may transmit POLREPs or fact sheets by fax or through the NOAA E-MAIL system to participating RRT members.  The recording and distribution of summaries of meetings or teleconferences conducted upon RRT activation shall also be the responsibility of the Chair, or other designated representative.

The RRT will be deactivated by agreement between the Co-chairs or their representatives.  The Chair, or his/her representative, will be responsible for notifying RRT members of the deactivation.  The dates and times for activation and deactivation should be included in POLREPs generated by the OSC or the Chair, and/or documented in minutes of meetings or teleconferences of the RRT.

STANDING COMMITTEES

The RRT has established the following standing committees to address the various issues of concern to the RRT and the federal OSCs, relative to major or other significant oil and hazardous substances incidents.  The structure and current membership of the RRT standing committees are listed in Appendix II.

The Management Committee, consists of the EPA & USCG RRT Co-Chairs and Coordinators, representatives from the states of New York and New Jersey, and the chairs of the standing RRT committees.  The committee is responsible for the development and adherence to the RCP and the Operations Manual.  The committee will also be responsible for:  reviewing the workplans of the various commit​tees, preparing workplan approval memoranda for Co-chair signa​ture, ensuring the submittal of information from the commit​tees for inclusion in the RRT semi-annual reports, ensuring that pertinent information regarding the NRT and activities of other RRTs is distributed to the RRT membership, highlighting signifi​cant issues to the Co-chairs, and recommending modifications to RRT operations to the Co-chairs.  The committee will meet, at a minimum, on a semi-annual basis prior to, and in preparation of, the semi-annual RRT meetings.  In addition, the committee will communicate on a frequent, as-needed basis, via telephone/conference calls, fax and e-mail, to carry out its responsibilities on behalf of the RRT.

The Safety Committee is an incident-specific committee, chaired by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), and is convened by the RRT to address safety related issues of concern during actual oil and hazardous substances response actions.  Among its tasks will be to identify the application of safety regulations and jurisdiction for response and cleanup activities on the beach, off-shore, on-board vessels and beyond state/federal coastal boundaries.

The Response Technologies Committee is chaired by the NOAA Scientific Support Coordina​tor.  The committee is responsible for examining the various oil spill response alterna​tives relating to chemical countermeasures, in-situ burning, bioremediation, and mechanical recovery.  The committee works to develop a unified policy throughout Region II for the use of response technologies.  The committee also presents educational workshops on the use of response technologies.

Committee Responsibilities - The Chairs of each committee and subcommittee are responsible for developing goals and objectives for their committees and for providing annual workplans to the USCG RRT Coordinator.  The RRT's standing committees  should convene by teleconference at least once between the semi-annual RRT meetings, as needed.  The RRT Coordinators, upon the request of the committee chair, are responsible for arranging these teleconferences.  Each committee may also meet in person, or hold additional teleconferences, as required to meet their goals and objectives.

A listing and brief summaries of the RRT’s policies, procedures, letters of agreement, and guidance documents is listed in Appendix IV.

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETINGS
As required by the NCP, the RRT meets at least twice a year, alternating between New Jersey and New York.  The RRT meets to review and comment on recent response actions or other issues related to the preparation, implementation, or exercise of region and/or local plans; recommend revisions of the RCP and the NCP; review OSC actions to ensure that RCP and the OSC plans are effective; conduct advance planning for use of dispersants, surface collection agents, burning agents, biological additives, or other chemical agents, in accordance with Subpart J of the NCP; and conduct or participate in training and exercises as necessary to encourage preparedness activities of the response community within the region.

Generally two consecutive days will be used to hold the RRT Committee meetings and the main RRT meeting.  The Committee chairs are responsible for both the development and transmission of both committee agendas and summaries.  When possible, RRT meetings are scheduled in conjunction with Area Committee meetings, to facilitate increased participation at both meetings.

Preparing for Meetings
EPA and USCG will alternate the responsibility for arranging meeting locations and, when necessary, a block of hotel guest rooms.  In instances where a charge will be incurred for meeting facilities, the RRT Coordinators will determine which agency has available budgetary resources to pay for the meeting facilities.

At each RRT meeting, a concluding item will be to establish the dates for the next semi-annual meeting.  The Coast Guard Coordi​nator will be responsible for developing and finalizing the agenda for the next meeting, in consultation with the EPA Coordi​nator.  EPA will send a draft agenda to RRT members and other inter​ested parties, at least 30 days prior to the meeting.  The agenda will also be transmitted electronically to all RRT members and other interested parties with a NOAA FirstClass accounts and/or Internet E-Mail addresses.  In addition, the agenda and meeting logistics will be posted on the RRT’s Website.

Conducting Meetings
The Co-chairs will alternate the responsibility for moderating the semi-annual meeting.  For meetings extending more than one day, the Co-chairs will alternate, on a daily basis, the respon​sibility for moderating the semi-annual meeting, with the assis​tance of their appropriate RRT Coordinator.  This includes introducing speakers, maintaining adherence to the agenda and its time frame, determining appropriate times for breaks, and adjust​ing the agenda to fit changing schedules of speakers and other similar "last minute" changes.  The RRT coordinators and Co-chairs will strive to finalize and mail meeting summaries within 60 days of the meeting.  The meeting summaries will also be posted on the RRT website, and transmit​ted electronically via NOAA FirstClass and the Internet.  The meeting summary will also be uploaded to the Meeting Minutes Folder of the RRT Subconference on FirstClass.

The procedure for moderating sessions of semi-annual meetings may be altered if, for example, agenda items scheduled to be moderat​ed by EPA largely address USCG issues or feature speakers from USCG, and vice versa.  In such instances, it may be more appro​priate for the Co-chairs to switch the days or meetings for which they moderate.

The EPA RRT Coordinators will have responsibility for recording the summary of semi-annual meetings, preparing the summary, and distributing them to RRT members and participants.  The summary will include a list of Action Items to be addressed by the RRT,  with completion date, as indicated by the responsible individual.  The RRT Coordinators will assist each other in the review and editing of the meeting summary.

After the opening remarks by the Co-chairs at the Semi-annual meet​ings, the lead Co-chair for the previous meeting will review highlights of the previous meeting and conclude with a discussion of Action Items.  Then, the lead Co-chair for the current meeting will finalize the Agenda and moderate the meeting.

In addition to the opening remarks, introductions, reviewing the Summary of the previous meeting, and finalizing the Agenda, the following topics will be discussed at each semi-annual meeting:

•
An update from each Area OSC, or his/her repre​sentative, in the New York and New Jersey Area (see Appendix III for Area OSC listing on a rotational basis) on Area Committee planning activities​ conducted under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990.

•
Each Committee Chair, or his/her representative, shall present a report on committee progress and status.

•
The Co-Chairs will establish a date for the next semi-annual meeting and, if possible, a tentative meeting location.

SEMI-ANNUAL REPORTS
The RRT is required to submit a semi-annual report twice a year, by January 31 and July 31, to the NRT.  The report should summa​rize recent activities, organizational changes, operational concerns, and efforts to improve state and local coordination.  The NRT has distributed an outline of the preferred format of semi-annual reports. 

The USCG RRT Coordinator shall be responsible for preparing the semi-annual report, in conjunction with the EPA RRT Coordinator.  The EPA RRT Coordinator shall provide the USCG RRT Coordinator with any pertinent EPA activities to be included in the report, and assist in collecting information from other RRT member agencies for inclusion in the report.

Once the semi-annual report is finalized, the USCG RRT Coordina​tor shall secure the signature of the USCG Co-chair, and forward the report to the EPA RRT Coordinator.  The EPA RRT Coordinator shall secure the signature of the EPA Co-chair, and shall forward the report to the NRT Executive Secretary.

Copies of semi-annual reports will be mailed to RRT members, distributed at semi-annual meetings, or a notice of its avail​ability will be given to RRT members and participants.  The report will also be uploaded to the Semi-Annual Reports Folder of the RRT Subconference on NOAA’s FirstClass System.

RRT REQUESTS FOR OSC REPORTS
The September 15, 1994 National Contingency Plan revisions changed the requirement that OSC reports be prepared for every major pollution incident to a requirement that such reports be prepared “as requested by the NRT or RRT.”    OSCs may, of course, also issue OSC reports on their own initiative, independent of an RRT or NRT request.  The RRT should consider requesting an OSC report when the pollution response involved:

-
an unusual challenge;

- 
a unique or complex issue (e.g., intergovernmental coordination, use of a new technology);

- 
a precedential decision, or;

- 
a lesson learned that should be made known regionally or nationally.

REGIONAL CONTINGENCY PLAN
The EPA RRT Coordinator is responsible for revisions to the Region II RCP.  The RCP was developed to insure the coordination of a timely, effective response by federal, state, and local agencies to an oil or hazardous substances incident.  The RCP identifies EPA/USCG jurisdictional boundaries; federal Strike Forces and Teams; communications and response equipment; trustees for natural resources; TSD facilities; and pertinent federal and local geographical area contingency plans.  In addition, the RCP outlines steps that are to be taken to ensure coordination among and by federal agencies; details assistance available from other agencies; and provides protocols to be observed to secure assis​tance from other agencies and response organizations.  The RCP also contains guidance on the use of dispersants, as well as dispersant and in-situ burning pre-authorization agreements for New York and New Jersey.

The RCP will be reviewed and revised annually.  The EPA RRT Coordinator will consult with the USCG RRT Coordinator on any changes to the RCP, before distributing revisions to RRT members and holders of the RCP.  Copies of the RCP can be obtained from the EPA RRT Coordinator.

UTILIZATION OF NOAA’S FirstClass SYSTEM

NOAA’s FirstClass electronic communications system is now being used to distribute information about NRT and RRT meetings, committee products and schedules.  Information available on FirstClass includes folders on the NRT’s meeting agendas, meeting minutes, and action items; and subconferences for each of the NRT’s committees: Preparedness, Response, Science and Technology, and Ad-hoc committees.

For the RRTs, there are folders in which RRT workplans, meeting minutes, and semi-annual reports are posted.  Also, each RRT has its own conference, in which RRT-specific correspondence is posted, NRC notifications within that region are uploaded daily, and POLREPs can be posted.

In addition, the NCP, CERCLA, and OPA are available on FirstClass, as well as the NCP Product Schedule and Technical Product Bulletins for dispersants, surface washing agents, bioremediation agents, and miscellaneous oil spill control agents.

The RRT will utilize the FirstClass system for dissemination of RRT-related information and materials, such as meeting announcements, agendas, meeting summaries, RRT policies and procedures, etc.  All RRT-member agencies and participants are encouraged to establish a FirstClass account, and to utilize FirstClass for correspondence and dissemination of RRT-related information.  Information on requesting a FirstClass account is available from the NOAA SSC and the RRT Coordinators.

NY/NJ RRT WEBSITE
The NY/NJ RRT has established a website at http://www.uscg.mil/d1/staff/m/rrt/rrt2.html which provides information on the RRT, its membership and organizational structure.  The Website is used to post meeting announcements and agendas, meeting summaries, and other information of interest to RRT members and the response community.  The RRT II Webmaster is the USCG RRT Coordinator.

OPERATIONS MANUAL REVISIONS
The Operations Manual will be reviewed annually and revised as needed by both RRT Coordinators in consultation with the Co-chairs.  The EPA RRT Coordinator will be responsible for the actual revisions to the Manual.
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NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM STANDING COMMIT​TEE MEMBERSHIP 
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NY/NJ RRT STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

COMMITTEES:


AGENCY

PARTICIPANTS
SAFETY (Incident-Specific)
OSHA





RESPONSE TECHNOLOGIES
NOAA

Ed Levine, Chair

EPA


Steve Touw

USCG

Scott Lundgren

NJDEP

Gary Pearson

NYSDEC

Tom Quinn

MANAGEMENT


EPA


Bruce Sprague

Steve Touw

USCG


CAPT Thomas Daley

LT Rob Hemp

NOAA

Ed Levine

NJDEP

Gary Pearson

NYSDEC

Tom Quinn
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AREA ON-SCENE COORDINATORS IN THE NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY AREA


APPENDIX III

AREA ON-SCENE COORDINATORS 


IN THE NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY AREA
COASTAL WATERS (USCG JURISDICTION)
RADM Richard Bennis




(718) 354-4003 (Comm)

USCG Activities New York




(718) 354-4009 (Fax)

212 Coast Guard Drive




(718) 354-4119 (24 hr)

Staten Island, NY 10305




“ACTNY” (FirstClass)

RBennis@actny.uscg.mil

Captain Greg Adams





(215) 271-4940 (24 hr)

USCG COTP-Philadelphia




(215) 271-4833 (Fax)

1 Washington Avenue




“MSO Philadelphia” (FirstClass)

Philadelphia, PA 19147-4395



GFAdams@msogruphila.uscg.mil

CDR Steven Hardy





(716) 843-9570

USCG-MSO Buffalo





(716) 843-9571 (Fax)

1 Fuhrman Boulevard




(716) 843-9525 (24 hr)

Buffalo, NY 14203





“PortOps MSOBuffalo” (FirstClass)

SHardy@msobuffalo.uscg.mil

Captain David Pekoske




(203) 468-4470

USCG MSO Long Island Sound



(203) 468-4445 (Fax)

120 Woodward Avenue




(203) 468-4401 (24 Hr)

New Haven, CT 06512-3698




DPekoske@grulis.uscg.mil

INLAND WATERS (USEPA JURISDICTION)
Mr. Carl Pellegrino 





(732) 321-6794

Area OSC for New York State 



(732) 321-4425 (Fax)

USEPA, Region II





(732) 548-8730 (24 hr)

2890 Woodbridge Ave.




pellegrino.carl@epa.gov

Edison, NJ  08837-3679






Mr. Steve Touw





(732) 906-6900

Area OSC for New Jersey




(732) 321-4425 (Fax)

USEPA, Region II





(732) 548-8730 (24 Hr)

2890 Woodbridge Ave.




touw.steve@epa.gov

Edison, NJ 08837-3679




“R2EPA RRT Coordinator” (FirstClass)

APPENDIX IV

NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY REGIONAL RESPONSE TEAM

POLICIES, PROCEDURES & GUIDANCE
Appendix IV
New York/New Jersey Regional Response Team

Policies, Procedures & Guidance
The following is a listing and brief synopsis of policies, procedures and guidance documents developed by the NY/NJ RRT:

“Memorandum of Understanding concerning Chemical Countermeasure Preauthorization in COTP-NY and COTP-LIS Zones”
Signed in 1994, this MOU provides pre-authorization for the use of chemical countermeasures by the USCG On-Scene Coordinator in designated zones in the Captain of the Port New York and the Captain of the Port Long Island Sound geographic areas of responsibility.  The MOU provides the FOSC with advance approval to use chemical countermeasures in waters that lie 3 nautical miles seaward of the Territorial Sea Baseline along the coast of New Jersey and along the south shore of Long Island.  The MOU also provides the FOSC with advance approval to use chemical countermeasures on a trial basis in waters that lie between 0.5 nm and 3 nm, as well as in several additional specifically listed water bodies.  RRT approval is needed prior to operational application in these waters.

An amendment to this MOU, signed in 1996, extends the southern boundary identified in the 1994 MOU from the jurisdictional boundary along the New Jersey shoreline between COTP-NY and COTP-Philadelphia’s areas of responsibility, to the boundary between Federal Regions II and III.

“Memorandum of Understanding concerning Preauthorization for Use of In-Situ Burning in Response to Coastal Oil Discharges within the Jurisdiction of the Region II Regional Response Team”
Signed in 1996, this MOU constitutes pre-concurrence for USCG, EPA, NYSDEC, NJDEP, DOC/NOAA and DOI for the use of in-situ burning in waters under the jurisdiction of the Region II RRT that lie 6 nautical miles and seaward of the Territorial Sea Baseline along the coast of New Jersey, and along the south shore of Long Island.  The MOU also constitutes pre-concurrence for the use of in-situ burning in waters that lie between 3 nm and 6 nm from the Territorial Sea Baseline along the coast of New Jersey, and along the south shore of Long Island, if and only if the prevailing wind direction is decidedly seaward and is expected to remain in the seaward direction throughout the duration of the planned in-situ burning operations.  If the prevailing direction is not decidedly seaward, the FOSC is required to follow standard consultation and concurrence procedures.  Under all of the above conditions, if threatened or endangered species are present in the burn area, then the trustee agency must be consulted prior to initiating burning operations.
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