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	Topic

Places of Refuge

	Assigned Discussion Group

Response

	Issues:
1. How much of a factor will/should response equipment capability play in a Place of Refuge decision?
2. How much of a factor will/should “respondability” (currents, staging, access) play in a Place of Refuge decision?

3. Will a threat posed by a Place of Refuge ship have different equipment expectations than an equivalent non-refuge scenario?  Does a cross-border situation have different expectations?

4. A Place of Refuge scenario may involve a damaged ship crossing the border.  
· How will response support change with such a border crossing?
5. Would a country receiving a Place of Refuge ship posing a threat expect more transboundary equipment versus a typical spill?

6. Some vessels may not have response contracts in both countries (OSRO/RO) ..  

· Would a Place of Refuge request be influenced by existing contracts?
7. Does applied technology posture or capability (dispersants or burning) influence a Place of Refuge decision?

8. Are disposal requirements a factor in a Place of Refuge decisions?



	Background

A “place of refuge” is defined as a location where a vessel needing assistance can be temporarily moved to and where actions can then be taken to stabilize the vessel, protect human life, reduce a hazard to navigation and/or other uses of the area.  A place of refuge may include constructed harbors, natural embayment, temporary grounding sites, or offshore waters. 

For more information on “Place of Refuge” refer to the document “About CANUSLANT 2005”.  
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