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Community & Public Safety



	Issue
What can a community do to ensure that local sensitivities are considered in the decision making process for selecting the location for a place of refuge?

What are the implications to a community if it is selected as a “Place of        Refuge” for a vessel in distress?


	Background

A “place of refuge” is defined as a location where a vessel needing assistance can be temporarily moved to and where actions can then be taken to stabilize the vessel, protect human life, reduce a hazard to navigation and/or other uses of the area.  A place of refuge may include constructed harbors, natural embayment, temporary grounding sites, or offshore waters. A vessel moved to a temporary grounding site must be removed after emergency actions are completed. There are no pre-approved/designated places of refuge identified in the Gulf of Maine/Bay of Fundy.
For more information on “Place of Refuge” refer to the document “About CANUSLANT 2005”.  
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