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	Topic

Places of Refuge

	Assigned Discussion Group

Command and Control

	Issues:
1. If a cross-border POR situation arises, how will OSCs weight tradeoffs across the border?
2. In the Gulf of Maine, any ship in need of assistance is likely to have originated or be destined for the U.S. or Canada.
· Would the origin or destination country influence a Place of Refuge decision?

3. If a ship must cross the border to reach the needed Place of Refuge, would response and financial procures be the same as a ‘typical’ cross-border event?
4. Can the Atlantic Geographic Annex be an effective tool for cross-border Place of Refuge planning, given Coast Guard, but not Transport Canada signatures?
5. How much of a Place of Refuge decision is likely to take place at operational levels, and how much senior or political input is expected?  What role might the Joint Response Team have in a decision?  To what extent may external/senior/political role be influenced by level of advance planning on decision process?
6. Are there differences in the U.S. and Canadian pollution regimes that need to be factored into a Place of Refuge decision process (restoration, etc.)?


	Background
A “place of refuge” is defined as a location where a vessel needing assistance can be temporarily moved to and where actions can then be taken to stabilize the vessel, protect human life, reduce a hazard to navigation and/or other uses of the area.  A place of refuge may include constructed harbors, natural embayment, temporary grounding sites, or offshore waters. 

For more information on “Place of Refuge” refer to the document “About CANUSLANT 2005”. 
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