THE COMMANDANT OF THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
WASHINGTON 20593
JUN - 4 2008

The Commandant of the Coast Guard takes pleasure in presenting the
COAST GUARD MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION to:

USCGC PENOBSCOT BAY (WTGB 107)
BAYONNE, NEW JERSEY

For service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For meritorious service from 26 February 2008 to 15 April 2008 while engaged in
preparations and the successful execution of a 40 day International Icebreaking deployment to
the Saint Lawrence Seaway in support of the Canadian Coast Guard. In response to an urgent
request from the Canadian Coast Guard, Saint Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation and
the Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation, the Ninth Coast Guard District requested
icebreaking support from the First Coast Guard District and PENOBSCOT BAY was identified
as the asset best able to assist. In order to arrive in sufficient time to break out the Saint
Lawrence Seaway for commercial traffic, PENOBSCOT BAY departed home port and began the
nearly 2000 nautical mile journey with less than nine days advance notice. Despite never having
sailed the Saint Lawrence Seaway, PENOBSCOT BAY expertly transited over 312 nautical
miles in channels averaging less than two miles wide, and completed over 20 lock evolutions.
Once'in theatre, PENOBSCOT BAY served with distinction, breaking ice in over 1000 miles of
navigable seaway and directly assisting 21 ice-blocked vessels and clearing ice from three
facilities. Specifically, PENOBSCOT BAY twice directly assisted Motor Vessel EMERALD
STAR when their advance became severely hindered by the ice. Embodying the core value of
devotion to duty, PENOBSCOT BAY worked 35 days straight, tirelessly breaking drifts, floes
and heavy brash, despite a casualty that caused the bubbler to be inoperable. Engaging in
seamless international cooperation, PENOBSCOT BAY worked closely with the Canadian Coast
Guard Ship MARTHA L. BLACK and the Canadian Coast Guard’s Regional Operations Center,
thus facilitating millions of dollars of international trade and commerce, and helping to sustain
the economies of the United States and Canada which depend on the Great Lakes system. The
devotion to duty and outstanding performance demonstrated by PENOBSCOT BAY are in
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.”

The Operational Distinguishing Device is authorized.
For the Commandant,

S

. SULLIVAN
Rear Adfhiral, U. S. Coast Guard
Commander, First Coast Guard District




