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Coast Guard
Visit causes
a big stir in
Midland Pk.

Water safety fair
featured helicopter

By STEPHANIE AKIN
STAFF WRITER

MIDLAND PARK — The U.S.
Coast Guard came to town Fri-
day morning, conducting a water
safety fair for more than 350 chil-
dren from the Highland and
Godwin schools.

Crew members and officers
from five Coast Guard vessels
taught the children how to fit a
life jacket, how to tie a boat knot
and how Coast Guard boats har-
ness solar power to operate their
emergency lights.

“The whole idea is, we want to
get them comfortable with the
idea,” Coast Guard Auxiliary
member Eric Smith said. “If you
reach them when they’re young,
you take the fear out of it, and
they understand what to do in a
hazardous situation.”

Most of the children said their
favorite part of the fair, which
was organized by Highland
School math teacher Bob Laura,
a Coast Guard Auxiliary member,
was a visit from a Coast Guard
rescue helicopter.

“I was thinking it would never
come,” said Devin Blandino, a
third-grader at the Highland
School. “It felt like it was like
three hours we were waiting.”

Then a buzzing noise came
from above. The children began
to scream, shielding their eyes to
look at a spot above the High-
land School building, where the

Editor’s note: The “College
bound” column has been
discontinued by its author.
A replacement will appear
on this page when educa-
tion coverage resumes in
September.
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Midland Park students and teachers, including Godwin School second-grader Shannon Casey, at center in
photo above, watching a Coast Guard helicopter prepare to land at Highland School on Friday.

orange-and-white craft, flying
low, was heading toward them.

The buzzing grew louder as the
chopper swooped over the field,
circled three times and landed in
a gust of wind so strong it blew a
sea kayak across the field.

“It looked so small in the sky,
and then it got so big,” said
Amanda Crocitto, a fourth-grad-
er.
“I curled up so I wouldn’t get
anything in my mouth and my
eyes,” third-grader Garrett Mazz-
rillo said. “It kept going around
and around.”

Once the rotor blades stopped,
the children were allowed across
the street, where the helicopter
crew members lifted them, one
by one, inside the craft.

“It’s got a lot of buttons,” said
Kayla Criscenzo, a Highland
School fourth-grader.

“You don’t want to touch any-
thing, because you don’t know
what it will do,” said her friend
Shannon Monahan, 10.

As the students prepared to go
back into the school, Sophie Ca-
mardo, 9, explained what was so
great about the helicopter and all
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the other machines the Coast
Guard brought to the school.

“It's not something you see
every day,” she said.

The Coast Guard crew mem-
bers; explaining that people see
them only when there is trouble,
said that was the point. If the
event was a success, they said, the
children won’t see them again,
except maybe at school.

E-mail: akin@northjersey.com
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