[image: image1.wmf]Welcome to news from “The 

Keeper of New York Harbor.”  

We have been keeping busy this 

past quarter with lots of buoy 

tending and ice breaking.  

Though the winter season was 

slow in arriving, the cold snap in 

February caused quite a bit of ice 

on the Hudson River.  The Hud-

son is one of the main thorough-

fares for home heating oil in the 

north east.  Despite the cold tem-

peratures and thick ice on the 

river, the navigational channel 

must remain open to ensure this 

important commerce is not inter-

rupted.  One important piece to 

this puzzle is ensuring the ice 

does not effect the buoys on the 

river.  Most ice buoys handled the 

conditions well.  However, large 

floes of ice damaged some and 

knocked others off station. The 

crew of KW braved the cold 

temps, did an excellent job re-

sponding and kept the waterway 

safe for the mariner. I hope you 

enjoy this edition.

 

 

 

LT Amy E. Florentino

 

Commanding Officer

 

Above:  Deck force prepares to “hook” an off station buoy caught 

in the ice.  Below:  KW leaves a clear path through the ice.

 

Late Winter Freeze Keeps KW Busy 

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST:

 

·

 

Seaman Steenholdt re-

cently departed KATHE-

RINE WALKER. He is 

attending Yeoman school 

in California and then 

transferring to Motor Life 

Boat School at Cape Dis-

appointment.   

 

·

 

SN Celimar Ramos re-

ported aboard from boot 

camp in January.  She is a 

native of Long Island, NY.

 

·

 

MK2 Adam Abreu trans-

ferred aboard from Aids 

to Navigation Team New 

York.  

 

·

 

SN Steed reported aboard 

from boot camp in Febru-

ary.  He is accompanied 

by his wife Rachel and 

daughter Brooklynn.

 

·

 

KATHERINE WALKER 

was awarded a Coast 

Guard Meritorious Team 

Commendation for the 

crew’s participation in the 

2006 UN General Assem-

bly Maritime Security 

Team.

 

EM1 Sealey honored as Sailor the Year

 

Petty Officer Sealey was 

honored this quarter by the 

Central Jersey Navy League.  

He was selected as a local 

Coast Guard Sailor of the 

Year.  Petty Officer Sealey is 

an electrician aboard 

KATHERINE WALKER. He 

is a vital link in ensuring the 

technologically advanced 

computer systems, navigation 

systems and machinery plant 

aboard the cutter are kept up 

and running.  Petty Officer 

Sealey sets an excellent exam-

ple in his work and military 

appearance.  He will be trans-

ferring to Aids to Navigation 

Team Baltimore this June.

 

V

OLUME

 1, I

SSUE

 2

 

01 A

PRIL

 2007

 

NEWS FROM THE KEEPER 

OF NEW YORK HARBOR

 

CGC KATHERINE WALKER 

 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

 

Firefighting/

Buttercup

 

2

 

Gunnery Exercise

 

2

 

CG Academy Visit

 

3

 

Chief Reenlists

 

3

 

U/W Drills

 

3

 

Meet the Crew

 

4

 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

 

 


[image: image2.wmf]V

OLUME

 1, I

SSUE

 2

 

P

AGE

 

1

 

KATHERINE WALKER took advantage 

of the resources in Newport, RI  to obtain 

some very important shipboard training in 

January.  The ship steamed to Newport, 

RI and teamed up with the crew of the 

CGC Chinook (an 87’ patrol boat based 

in New London, CT) to conduct Fire 

Fighting Training and Damage Control 

“Wet” Training.  The Fire Fighting train-

ing involved a classroom portion includ-

ing types of fires, extinguishing agents 

and personal protective equipment.  The 

class also viewed a video of the disastrous 

guisher and as a member of a hose 

team. The training was exceptional 

due to the realism the simulator pro-

vided.  The scalding heat of the 

flames, steam of the water coming out 

of the hoses and awkwardness of the 

breathing apparatus really pushed the 

training home.  The other exercise was 

damage control “wet” training.  The 

classroom portion of this day covered 

actions to take in case of flooding 

aboard ship.  We reviewed how to 

plug a hole and patch a broken pipe.  

We also learned how to “shore”  the 

patches to strengthen them and ensure 

damage does not spread.  The hands 

on portion of this drill was out-

standing.  We were placed aboard the 

USS BUTTERCUP, which is a free 

floating mock up of a ship in a 36,000 

gallon pool of water.  During the drill 

the instructors caused flooding in all 

spaces and the trainees (KW crew) had 

to fix the damage.  We were given the 

KW crew fights fires and saves the USS BUTTERCUP

 

fire aboard the USS FORESTAL, which 

really drove home the importance of fire 

fighting skills at sea.  During the hands 

on portion, the crew dressed out in full 

fire fighting gear, formed teams and 

fought live propane fires in the Navy’s 

“burn building.”  Each crew member 

fought a fire using a portable extin-

opportunity to operate a dewatering pump 

and work in flooded compartments.  Small 

mistakes resulted in compartments with 

over 5 feet of water.  In the end the crews 

pulled together and saved the ship.  Though 

every good sailor hopes this type of sce-

nario never happens in real life, the training 

provided a great chance to put our skills to 

the test. 

 

Port, Waterways and Coastal Security Gunnery Exercise

 

KATHERINE WALKER teamed up with 

the Coast Guard Armory in Sandy Hook, 

NJ to conduct a gunnery exercise aboard 

the cutter.  The exercise accomplished two 

key missions.  Firing the machine 

guns enabled the crew qualify gun 

crews and test the structurally in-

tegrity of the machine gun mounts.

 

Each gun crew consists of a gun-

ner, a loader and a mount captain.  

The gunnery exercise was coordi-

nated very carefully to ensure 

safety of our crew and the mariner.  

Each exercise must be held at least 

12 nautical miles off shore in open 

ocean.  Before any rounds are fired, 

the cutter ensures there is a clear 

area free of any marine mammals, 

vessels or air traffic.   We used a 

foam buoy as a marker and gave 

the gun crews a chance to track and 

fire upon the target.  After recover-

ing the target, they were happy to find that 

many of their shots were wedged inside 

the foam.  Thanks to the gunners mates 

from Sandy Hook for the training and 

support.

 

Above: Petty Officer Nunez takes aim.

 

Below: Rounds fired at the target create a splash
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KATHERINE WALKER’s 1st 

Lieutenant, Chief Boatswain’s 

Mate Eric Smith, reenlisted  in-

definitely this past  February.  To 

commemorate the event, he asked 

to take his oath of office atop the 

Robbin’s Reef buoy.  This buoy 

“I, Eric P. Smith, do solemnly 

swear to support and defend the 

Constitution of the United 

States…”

 

Above: BMC Smith raises his right hand as he 

takes the re

-

enlistment oath.

 

exercises were FUNN (Functional Use Not Neces-

sary) while others related directly back to leader-

ship dilemmas we face every day.  The final exer-

Following our training programs in New-

port, RI. the cutter sailed to New London, 

CT where we tied up downtown at City 

Pier.  The main purpose of our visit was 

to obtain 1st aid & CPR qualifications.  

We also scheduled a teambuilding & lead-

ership exercise at the Coast Guard Acad-

emy.  The 1st aid/CPR course was a re-

fresher for most, but provided great infor-

mation and a chance to practice breathing 

techniques on a CPR dummy.  In the af-

ternoon we gathered in the Coast Guard 

Academy’s gymnasium for a lunch time 

game of basketball.  After lunch we met 

up with CWO Guy Cashman, who led the 

crew through a series of creative problem 

solving and team work exercises.  Some 

KW crew builds teamwork during visit to CG Academy

 

cise, pictured to the left, chal-

lenged the crew to figure out a 

way to pass each other through 

a giant spider web.  The puzzle 

was not as simple as it first 

seemed after we learned the 

strict rules.  Despite the diffi-

culty of the exercise, the crew 

used trial and error and came 

up with a solution.  Thank you 

to the Coast Guard Leadership 

Development Center and Chief 

Warrant Officer Guy Cashman 

for your excellent training.

 

Chief takes oath 

and honors 

cutter’s namesake.

 

marks shoal water and rocks in the 

vicinity of Robbin’s Reef, where 

Katherine Walker served as a light-

house keeper.  Since the buoy was 

due for a scheduled inspection, BMC 

Smith seized the opportunity to com-

plete the light inspection and then 

take the oath atop the aid.  The event 

provided a memorable re

-

enlistment 

for both Chief Smith and KATHE-

RINE WALKER’s crew.

 

Daily drills keep 

crew ready for the 

unexpected!

 

Training is a vital part of underway 

life.  There is no ambulance or fire 

department to respond to emergen-

cies at sea.  Led by the Executive 

Officer, the on board training team 

provides real life scenarios to ensure 

the crew is ready to response in case 

of an actual casualty.  Shown below 

are Seamen Ramos and Henry during 

a recent medical drill.
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CWO Dave Barkalow 

is from Freehold, NJ and 

joined the Coast Guard in 1989.  He is the Executive 

Officer aboard KATHERINE WALKER, otherwise 

known as “XO.”  He is responsible for all administra-

tive, financial, and personnel issues aboard the ship.  

He desires to pursue the Warrant Officer to Lieutenant 

program and retire at 30 years of service.  CWO Bar-

kalow has been qualified as an underway Deck Watch 

Officer (in charge of entire navigational watch and 

completion of ship’s missions) aboard three different 

classes of Coast Guard cutters ranging from ice break-

Meet the Crew

 

Phone: 201

-

443

-

5311

 

Keeper of New York 

Harbor

 

We are on the web:

 

 

http://www.uscg.mil/d1/

 

units/cgckatherinewalker/

 

Machinery Technician First Class (MK1) 

Frank Tatu 

is a military brat, born in Ports-

mouth, NH but claims the Poconos, PA as his 

home.  He joined the Coast Guard in 1999 and 

is stationed aboard the KW as the Assistant 

Engineer Petty Officer.  He ensures that the 

engineering plant and auxiliary equipment are 

maintained, trains the crew in damage control 

and performs duties as Engineer of the Watch.  

Seaman Apprentice Kenny Henry 

is Food Ser-

vice Specialist aboard KW.  He is from San 

Diego, CA and joined the Coast Guard in Febru-

ary 2006.   His job on board is primarily meal 

preparation and planning.  However, he is also 

qualified as a helmsman, lookout, inport watch 

stander and is pursuing a buoy deck rigger quali-

fication.  After his tour aboard KW, he would 

like to gain exposure to the Law Enforcement 

mission of the Coast Guard.  He would like to 

say thanks to his oldest brother, Ryan, who is a 

First Class Petty Officer in the Coast Guard.  He 

appreciates that you have always been a leader, a 

great role model and most importantly, a friend.  

 

ing to AtoN to law enforcement.  He says the secret to his success is his wife, Jane and feels  

that “no married cutterman can be successful without a strong spouse to hold down the home 

front.”  Jane works harder than any one he knows to ensure a healthy home life, which is so 

important, especially for his daughters Kayley, Ashlyn and Keara.

 

His long term goal is to make the rank of Master Chief Machinery Technician.  He wants to 

send a special thanks out to all KW family and friends.  He knows it is tough to miss holi-

days  and birthdays and understands that a crew recall or discrepancy response affects more 

than just the crew.  He appreciates all the support each family member provides and recog-

nizes that if it weren’t for their relentless support we would never be successful at work.  

THANK YOU for helping us complete the mission and keep the waterways safe.  

 


