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Dear (Juniper Family Member),

 During the spring of 2010, I began the process of soliciting for and selecting a new Ombudsman.  However, in response to JUNIPER’s sudden deployment to support oil recovery operations after the explosion of the oil drilling unit DEEPWATER HORIZON, I made an immediate appointment to the position so the families would have a local representative during our prolonged absence.  Having just previously served as Ombudsman for one of the Coast Guard’s High Endurance Cutters, Mrs. Kris Ann Molnar graciously volunteered to fill the position with minimal notice.  She has been a great asset to the command and families during regular operations, deployments and hurricanes.  Now, as the Molnar family prepares for their pending transfer next spring, I invite you to consider applying to be USCGC JUNIPER’s next Ombudsman.  As the Ombudsman, you will serve as the direct representative and liaison between the unit command and other JUNIPER family members, like yourself.  
The Ombudsman is a tremendous asset to both JUNIPER’s crew and families, acting as a disseminator of information during critical times, such as with the recent hurricane, Irene, while providing leadership for family members during day-to-day operations of the unit.  In addition, I believe the opportunities to both mentor the families of the most junior members of the service and assist with the planning for morale and command sponsored events make the experience highly rewarding.  If selected, you will not be alone in taking on this mission and will be provided access to Coast Guard, NAVSTA Newport, and JUNIPER resources to carry out these critical responsibilities.  

Please review the enclosed solicitation at your convenience, paying particular attention to the responsibilities that go with the position.  I hope you will decide to fill out an application and offer your experience and expertise to this very critical component of the JUNIPER team.          
Sincerely,

Jeffrey S. Swanson
Commanding Officer
USCGC JUNIPER (WLB 201) 
 NAVSTA Pier 2   Newport, RI 02841

Phone (401) 841-6953
 Fax (401) 841-6956

