
National CPOA E-MAILS
-----Original Message-----

From: Jack Crowley [mailto:jjccc99@mchsi.com]

Sent: Thursday, May 17, 2007 9:43 AM

To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;

Subject: HAPPY BIRTHDAT CHIEFS

HAPPY 87th BIRTHDAY CHIEF

Tomorrow the 18th of May 2007 will mark the 87th Birthday of the Chief Petty Officer in the US Coast Guard.

As I try to do every year I like to send out this Birthday Greetings notice to all the Chief’s, Former Chief’s (Once a Chief always  Chief) and friends that I know, Please feel free to pass this on to other Chief’s that you know.

Many of you have seen this notice in the past but I like to send it out to the new Chief’s that recently “Donned the Hat” as a reminder. 

The Chief has always been required to be a Fountain of Wisdom, The Ambassador of Good Will, The Authority on Personnel Relations and the Technical Expert. The Chief should also Promote Camaraderie between all Chief’s.

On May 18th 1920 the Chief Petty Officer was established in the Coast Guard, this was 27 years after the title was established in the US Navy. The only distinction between the Navy Chief and the Coast Guard Chief was the SHIELD that the Coast Guard Chief wore on their Right Sleeve and it is still worn today.

The Symbol of Authority is the Anchor, it represents STABILITY and SECURITY. It reminds the Chief’s of their Responsibility to keep those they serve safe from harms way.

The Chain, Symbolic of Flexibility and Strength, reminds Chief’s that the chain of life is forged day-by-day, link-by-link. The Chain also represents the reliance of one CPO on another to get the job completed, and stresses that every Chief should endeavor not to be the weak link in the chain.

The Chain Fouled around the Anchor represents the “SAILOR’S DISGRACE” and reminds Chiefs there may be times when circumstances are beyond their control in the performance of duty, yet a Chief must complete the task.

The Chief always wears the “SYMBOL of AUTHORITY” on his or her hat, “THE ANCHOR”, display it with PRIDE and DIGNITY”

I wore the “HAT for many years and was very proud of it, I wear a different hat now, my Military and Sailing days are over but I will always be a Proud Coastie, a Sailor and above all a “CHIEF”

“SEMPER PARATUS and BRAVO ZULU”

BMCS Jack Crowley USCG Retired.

Jack 

