2010 Water Awareness
E. Kirkpatrick

Spring is in the air! As you emerge to enjoy the outdoors take time to reflect the way
your life and habits directly impacts the quality of our local water resources. As our
population grows, demand on this resource increases while our supply is diminished.
Therefore, it is everyone’s responsibility to preserve and conserve our water supply.

Polluted stormwater runoff is the nation’s greatest threat to clean water. Stormwater
runoff occurs when water from rain, snowmelt, and potable water sources, flow over
paved surfaces. Stormwater will pick up and transport litter, oil, sediment and other
pollutants to our local ponds, streams, and coastal waters. Other detrimental effects on
our water supplies include chemicals and prescriptions drugs that are poured down

drains and acid rain which primarily occurs from energy consumption.

Follow these simple tips to protect our drinking and recreational waters:
e Never dump anything down storm drains

e Water your lawn in the morning or evening - don’t over water

e Set lawn mower blades one notch higher - longer grass equates to less

evaporation

e \Vegetate bare spots in your yard
e Use fertilizers sparingly and avoid pesticides

e Use a broom instead of a hose to clean walkways
e Minimize impervious surfaces

e Take your car to the car wash instead of washing it in the driveway
e Fix leaks on cars, boats, motorcycles and machinery

e Conduct vehicle maintenance indoors and dispose of wastes properly

e Pick up pet waste

e Always dispose of trash in proper receptacles and close lids on outdoor bins

e Be cognizant of what you put down household drains
e Utilize environmentally friendly cleaning supplies

e Use low-flow faucets and water saving appliances

e Don’t allow faucets to run needlessly

e Repair leaking sinks and toilets

e Use less energy

Learn more by visiting www.epa.gov, http://www.mass.gov/dep/ or
elizabeth.l.kirkpatrick@uscg.mil.

contacting


http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.mass.gov/dep/
mailto:elizabeth.l.kirkpatrick@uscg.mil

