TENANT ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF UNDERSTANDING                                                                                          Enclosures (3)

USCG-Owned and Leased Housing Pet Policy
1.  This document establishes the pet policy and guidance for members desiring pets in Coast Guard owned housing and leased quarters.  It is effective upon receipt.

2.  A pet is considered to be a domesticated animal kept for pleasure (such as dogs, cats, rodents, or exotic birds) that is brought into the member’s household.  For the purpose of this policy, fish aquariums will not be counted as pets, but item 4.h. below applies.

3.  When assigned to Coast Guard owned and leased housing, the member must register any pet(s) with the Local Housing Office for their area.  If a pet is desired after occupancy assignment, permission must be obtained first before bringing the pet into the household.

4.  The following are requirements for having pets in Coast Guard Housing:

a. For Coast Guard Owned Quarters only, there is a limit of two (2) pets per family. This can be 1 dog, 1 cat, or 2 dogs, or 2 rodents, or etc.

    b.  All dogs and cats must wear identifying collars with current immunization, license and identification tags.  Without exception, all dogs and cats must have proof of immunization in accordance with local and state regulations at the time of registration. 

    c.  For Coast Guard Leased Housing, written permission from the landlord stated in the lease is mandatory prior to bringing pets into the leased household.  Pet registration/ licensing is subject to the landlord’s requirements.   Note: WITHOUT EXCEPTION, there shall be NO FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS in the form of deposits between the member and the lessor.
    d.  Expenses incident to registration, immunization, impoundment, boarding, quarantine, or treatment are the responsibility of the member.

    e.  All pets must be controlled either by a leash or by confinement to the pet owner’s housing unit and/or yard.  No pets shall be permitted to run at large.  Permission to modify the yard with fences, kennels/pens, dog-runs, post and chain-type leads, etc., must be obtained from the Local Housing Authority prior to making changes.  This applies to both owned and leased housing.

    f.  Pets that are vicious, destructive, or a nuisance to neighbors (excessive barking, unrestricted defecation/urination, etc.) will not be tolerated within the Housing Program. Additionally, pet owners are responsible for cleaning up after their pet’s defecation. 

    g.  The keeping of domestic animals such as horses, cows, sheep, goats, pigs or other farm animals, as well as snakes, is prohibited with the Coast Guard Housing Program.  All rodents must be caged.  Breeding of animals in Coast Guard controlled quarters is expressly prohibited.  This applies to both owned and leased housing.

    h.  Pet damage to Coast Guard Owned and Leased Housing, land, landscape or personal property belonging to other members is the responsibility of the pet owner. Repair and replacement costs shall be borne by the pet owner. Prior to the final termination inspection of quarters, all carpets MUST be commercially cleaned/deodorized, quarters must be fumigated for flea/tick infestation and receipt(s) must be presented to the inspecting officer.

I acknowledge the receipt of this pet policy and understand the requirements to have a pet in Coast Guard-controlled Housing.  Failure to adhere to this policy can be cause for my removal from the CCGDONE Housing Program for the remainder of my tour.

   Sign: ______________________________        Sign:  ________________________________

                   Pet Owner                                     Witness

   Print: _____________________________        Print: (NAME), Housing Officer






