Coast Guard Celebrates National
African American History Month 2012

Song and Poetry Enliven CGHQ Celebration of National African American History Month

On February 27th, the sweet and uplifting voices of
the Bishop O’Connell High School Choir (pictured to
the right) rewarded attendees of the CGHQ African
American History Month event with a lively rendition
of the Negro National Anthem, “Lift Every Voice and
Sing” by James Weldon Johnson. Soon after, Mr. Cur-
tis B. Odom, Director of Personnel Management for
the Coast Guard, gave the opening remarks, reminding
attendees of some of the significant accomplishments
of female African American trailblazers in the Coast
Guard, in line with President Obama’s theme of “Black
Women in American Culture and History”. Among
others, Mr. Odom mentioned Dr. Olivia Hooker, a
World War Il Coast Guard SPAR (Semper Paratus Al-
ways Ready) and one of the first African American
women to enlist in the service; Angela McShan, the
first African-American woman promoted to the rank of Master Chief Petty Officer; LTJG La'Shanda Holmes, the first African-
American female helicopter pilot in the Coast Guard; and Ms. Terri Dickerson, the first African-American woman to serve in the
Coast Guard Senior Executive Service.

Following Mr. Odom’s introduction, special guest J. Joy “Sistah
Joy” Matthews Alford (pictured to the left), poet and literary activ-
ist, took the stage, regaling attendees with several of her moving

| of the work Sistah Joy presented reinforced the President’s theme
and honored Black Women, such as her tribute to Rosa Parks. High-

rights issues,
Sistah Joy also
shared a poem
) | which  paid
homage to Dr.
Martin Luther
King, Jr.

The celebration concluded after Mr. Odom presented awards to the Direc-
tor of the Bishop O’Connell High School Choir (pictured to the right) and
guest speaker, Sistah Joy, for bringing the celebration to life through their
inspirational contributions of song and poetry. For more photos of the
event, please visit http://bit.ly/naahm_pics. Submitted by Ms. Emily Harcum

Photos taken by Petty Officer 2nd Class Patrick Kelley
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Speaker Encourages Interactive Dialogue During RDC's National African American History Month Event

The Coast Guard Research and Development Center (RDC) in New
London, CT recently celebrated National African American History
Month with guest speaker Dr. David Canton, Director of the Center
for the Comparative Study of Race and Ethnicity. Dr. Canton focused
his presentation on President Obama’s theme for this year’s celebra-
tion, “Black Women in American Culture and History”, while high-
lighting other historical themes relating to stereotypes, civil rights,
class structures, and diversity. His direct questions and vibrant per-
sonality fostered an interactive environment where everyone felt
| comfortable participating, ultimately resulting in an interesting and
educational dialogue. The RDC staff truly enjoyed the opportunity to
learn and openly converse on such diverse subjects with Dr. Canton.

Dr. Canton is also an Associate Professor of History, and Co-Director
of the Mellon Mays Undergraduate Program at Connecticut College.
Additionally, he authored a recently published book, titled, Raymond
Pace Alexander: A New Negro Lawyer Fights for Civil Rights in Philadel-
Pictured above: Dr. David Canton speaking with personnel | phia.

during a presentation at the Coast Guard Research and De-| ¢,y nitted by LT Stephen C. Dunn

velopment Center (RDQ).

Boston - Where the Civil Rights Struggle Began

In honor of National African American History Month, District One, in Boston, MA, arranged for a guided walking tour of the
Black Heritage Trail, in the Beacon Hill neighborhood. This 1.6 mile tour encompasses the largest collection of historic sites in the
country relating to the life of a free African American community prior to the Civil War. The trail includes a number of historic
landmarks:

e The Robert Gould Shaw and 54th Regiment Memorial honors the 54th Regiment, which became famous in the Civil War for
leading an assault on Fort Wagner as part of operations to capture the Confederate city of Charleston, South Carolina. The
54th Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry was the first
black regiment to be recruited in the North.

e The Abiel Smith School (1835) is the first publicly funded school-
house in the country for African-American children.

e The African Meeting House is the oldest black church edifice still
standing in the United States. Significant events held at this site
included:

e The founding of the New England Anti-Slavery
Society by William Lloyd Garrison in 1832;

e An 1860 anti-slavery speech by Frederick Doug-
lass;

e The 1863 recruitment for the 54th Regiment led
by Colonel Robert Gould Shaw.

Pictured: The Robert Gould Shaw and 54th Regiment
Memorial, by August Saint-Gauden.

Other landmarks on the tour, such as the Underground Railroad site,
paid tribute to instrumental efforts in the early years of anti-slavery.
Sites also honored prominent individuals from this time period, includ-
ing Frederick Douglas, Harriet Tubman, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Sena-
tor Charles Sumner, and William Lloyd Garrison.

For more information please visit the Black Heritage Trail’s website at http://www.maah.org/trail.htm. Submitted by Bill Cashman
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Coast Guard and Marines Celebrate Together

Coast Guard Sector New Orleans and the National Naval Officers Asso-
ciation, Bayou Chapter hosted a National African American History
Month event featuring the movie; “Voice of Gladden Hearts”. The
event attracted Coast Guard men and woman from Sector New Or-
leans as well as Marines from the neighboring Marine Reserve Forces
of New Orleans.

The film chronicles the roles of African Americans in the history of the
United States Life Saving Service. The setting is the all African Ameri-
can Pea Island station, which under the leadership of Captain Richard
Etheridge remained the only Life Saving Service station with black
Surfmen from 1880 until WWIIL. In 1915, under the Treasury Depart-
ment, the Life Saving Service and the Revenue Cutter Service merged
into what is now known as the U. S. Coast Guard.

In addition to the film, members from Marine Reserve Forces of New
Orleans shared a short video clip, and conducted a presentation about

Picture of the crew of the Pea Island Life-Saving Sta-
tion, ca. 1890; Keeper Richard Etheridge is on the far
left.

the “Montford Point Marines,” the first African Americans allowed to serve in the United States Marine Corps.

LTJG Donald Porter from Sector New Orleans reported that after the movies and presentations, Coast Guard and Marine person-
nel shared an inspirational dialogue about the contributions of African Americans to both services.

Submitted by YNCS Jose Collazo
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