THE NEXUS OF LINCOLN, OBAMA, NAACP AND CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE YEAR 2009
Benjamin Todd Jealous, the 17th President and CEO of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) at 36, is the youngest person to assume that position in an organization that turned 100 years this month.  Talk about survival!  Incidentally, this month is also the 200th birth anniversary of Charles Darwin.  Perhaps the more noteworthy of the centenarian phenomena is the 200th birth anniversary of our 16th president Abraham Lincoln, who, most believe made it possible for our 44th President, the first American President of African descent to sit in the White House.

Of our 16th President, John Phillips puts it this way: “Much has been made of the marking of Abraham Lincoln’s 200th birthday.  He’s known by a number of appellations. I’m adding Father of Employment Law to the list.  That’s not too much of a stretch, given Lincoln’s authorship of the Emancipation Proclamation, from which all discrimination and civil rights laws emanate, the first one being the Civil Rights Act of 1866, enacted shortly after his assassination.”
With Obama winning the White House against incredible odds, some have asked, “Has the Civil Rights Movement arrived?”  Benjamin Jealous does not think so and thinks the organization has its hardest work ahead, fighting apathy and irrelevance.  The former Rhodes Scholar is on a quest to pump youth, vitality and resources into an aging and anemic organization.  He has already increased the NAACP's list of cell phone numbers from 5,000 to 30,000, grown its e-mail list to 400,000 and ended 2008 with a profit for the first time in five years, in part because of an increase in online fundraising. 

Before this position, Jealous ran a political action committee that campaigned for Obama in black communities during the early days of the Democratic primary.  He has made it clear, however, that he intends for the NAACP to be both friend and agitator.  “If Obama aspires to be the next Abraham Lincoln, the NAACP wants to play the role of Frederick Douglass, the former slave who became an abolitionist and lobbied the president hard to pass the Emancipation Proclamation.”
-CDR P. Kofi Aboagye
