
DoD Changes Identification Cards 
 
 
The Department of Defense (DoD) began the process of removing Social Security 
numbers from issued identification (ID) cards in an effort to prevent identity theft. The 
exception to this applies to Geneva Convention cardholders whose last four numbers of 
their Social Security number will remain on their cards. All ID card holders should wait 
until their cards are in need of renewal before replacing their cards with ones devoid of a 
Social Security number. The DoD instructed retirees with indefinite expiration dates on 
their cards to start replacing them in January 2010. Cardholders whose cards have expired 
may contact the nearest Real-time Automated Personnel Identification System site. If the 
cardholder does not know where their local RAPIDS site is located, they can visit 
the Rapids Site Locator to find a location nearby. 


