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U.S. Coast Guard Station Destin








P.O. Box 1289








Destin FL  32541
WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGES: Available upon request by calling Station Destin and providing your name and leave address. 

SPONSOR & WELCOME ABOARD INFO:  Sponsor and welcome aboard information is sent to Training Center Cape May’s public bulletin board via email.  Graduating recruits are assigned sponsors included in the email, along with all other contact information and telephone numbers.  When you call, ask for the name of your assigned sponsor.  

COMMERCIAL PHONE:  (850) 244-7147
WEBSITE: www.uscg.mil/d8/stadestin/
E-MAIL: Station Destin does not have a general information e-mail account. Each member of the Coast Guard has a personal e-mail account. Upon reporting aboard you will be required to set up your own account with the Local Systems Manager. Your assigned Sponsor will provide his/her e-mail address for contact.
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UNIT MISSIONS:  Search and Rescue, Maritime Law Enforcement, Marine Environmental Protection, Recreational Boating Safety, Port and Waterways Security, Living Marine Resources Protection, and many more.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Upon reporting aboard you will be assigned to the Deck Department. At this time your training will begin. With self-motivation and dedication you will easily accomplish the Certifications required of a Non-Rated member. These Certifications include Communications Watch-Stander, 41’ UTB Boat Crewman, and Boarding Team Member. A common phrase in the Coast Guard is “Train, Maintain and Operate”. You will learn to do all of these through hands-on experience. As an individual, first you will train to earn your Certifications. The Communications Watch Stander Certification is usually achieved in 30 days or less. As a Communications Watch Stander you are the eyes and ears of the Command. You are the first contact the boating public has with the Coast Guard. Whether on the telephone or on the VHF-FM radio your pride, professionalism and demeanor is extremely important in a distress situation. Your ability to remain calm and think clearly will be challenged in some very stressful situations. Certification as a Crewman is usually accomplished in 90 days or less. You will become an expert in line handling, towing evolutions, navigation, personnel recovery operations, helicopter operations, first aid and especially Teamwork. A Coast Guard Boarding Team is responsible for Enforcing Laws and Treaties, Protecting Living Marine Resources and Educating Recreational Boaters. Certification as a Boarding Team Member is usually accomplished in 6 months or less. Certification will require you to exhibit a high level of Maturity, Responsibility and Judgment in carrying out these duties. Maintaining is a daily responsibility. Not only will you learn to use the equipment carried on board the 41’ Utility Boat, you will learn how to perform Preventive Maintenance as well. We never know which piece of equipment will be reached for to save the life of a civilian or one of our own crewmen. Every piece of equipment we carry needs to be ready at all times. Through Training and Maintenance we will be able to Operate in a professional manner. We render assistance to hundreds of boaters each year, both directly through Search and Rescue operations and indirectly through boating education. 

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: As a Fireman or Fireman Apprentice, you will need to complete the same Certifications as the Deck Department Non-Rated Members. Communications Watch Stander, 41’ Utility Boat Crewman and Boarding Team Member. [image: image1.jpg]


You will then begin training as a 41’ Utility Boat   Engineer. The position of Boat Engineer is an extremely important part of a Team. The small boat engineer is second in command to the Coxswain. You will be responsible for the many systems aboard the UTB. These include the Diesel Engines Control system, The Raytheon Electronics system, the fuel system, the cooling system, the Reduction Gears, and the fire suppression system, among others. You will become an expert in Casualty Control and Rescue and Assistance. Certification as a 41’ Utility Boat   Engineer is usually achieved in 30 days or less. 

WHAT TYPE OF DUTY WILL I STAND: Typically the Station Crew stands Port and Starboard with Sliding weekends.   Which means you will stand duty two days and have two days off. One weekend you will stand duty Fri, Sat, Sun and the next weekend you will have off Fri, Sat, Sun. 
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Report to the OOD, but it is recommended to report during regular working hours between 0800 and 1600 Monday through Friday.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: Operational Dress Uniform (ODU’s) with steel toe work boots and ball cap.

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  None. There are no optional uniform items authorized for wear aboard Station Destin. 
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR MY BELONGINGS: Depending on availability unmarried personnel will be assigned a room in the duty section barracks. This will include a rack, locker and a community head.

(MARRIED MEMBERS): Will live on the economy and receive BAH.

WHO IS THE MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REPRESENTATIVE: All Mutual Assistance requests are submitted through the unit Officer in Charge. The unit OIC can be reached at (850) 244-7147
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 


SUMMER:  90


WINTER:  44
.

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: Several, Oklaoosa County Community College, Troy State, and several other courses at Hurlburt Field AFB, and Eglin AFB. The unit ESO is BMCM Timothy Hudson.
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: Boatswains Mate, Machinery Technician, 

Store Keeper, Food Service Specialist and Electricians Mate. 

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Destin, FL is located approximately 01 miles from the station. Destin and the Fort Walton Beach area boasts several malls, shops, and restaurants. PANAMA CITY, 53.2 MILES / PENSACOLA, 52.4 MILES.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  Hurlburt Field AFB, and Eglin AFB are approx. 10 miles away. Both have commissaries and large exchanges, pools, workout facilities, and housing. 
LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: A small CG Exchange is located at Sector Mobile, AL.  Eglin AFB and Hurlbert AFB both have Exchanges and Commissaries.
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: There are several denominations represented in Destin area. 
UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Tropical Blue Long.

IF YOUR SPONSOR IS NOT AVAILIBLE, YOU SHOULD ASK FOR: Your sponsor will be a member that stands duty. They may be on Liberty when you call. If this is the case, ask to speak to the Officer of the Day or the XPO. These members will be able to answer most of your questions and will inform you when your sponsor will be on duty again. Make sure you leave your Name and Telephone number, especially if you are calling while on leave. The Officer of the Day will ensure that your sponsor is notified that you called and will give any special instructions.

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW: Your tour of duty at Station Destin will be both challenging and rewarding. With the shallow depths of the East Pass entrance, our bar breaks throughout the fall and winter months and even into the spring. The unique environment in which we operate will teach you first hand about Operational Risk Management, Safety and Team Work. 

INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS WITH/WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: Yes 

ARE QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: Yes 

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No

DO I QUALIFY FOR GOVERNMENT QUARTERS: If you have legal dependants, enrolled in D.E.E.R.’s, you qualify for government quarters. 

HOW CAN I GET MOVED INTO BASE HOUSING: Hurlburt Field AFB, and Eglin AFB have a housing waiting list that is on a first come, first serve basis. If you meet the dependency requirements and you desire to put your name on the waiting list, notify your sponsor and your name will be added. You will need to find adequate housing for you and your family until a housing unit becomes available. 

HOW LONG IS THE NORMAL WAITING PERIOD FOR HOUSING: There is no set waiting period. 

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE COST OF A TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT: As with any Coastal Town, the rates are seasonal. The normal, year round, apartment rental is approximately $800.00 a month. Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) for an E2 or E3 with Zero Dependants is $903.00 a month.
WHAT SHOULD I KNOW BEFORE RENTING OR LEASING A HOME: In Florida the tenant is responsible to pay for all Services. You will be required to supply your own water service, trash removal, electricity, telephone, television and Internet services. A telephone is required to meet the Stations Recall policy. A Land Line or Cellular telephone meets the requirement. 

DO I HAVE TO HAVE FLORIDA REGISTRATION AND DRIVERS LICENSE: Some Lien Holders, Leasing Firms and Insurance Companies require State of Garaging/Use registration. Generally if your State of Legal Residence, block 37 of your L.E.S., matches your current registration you will be considered a temporary resident of Florida and will not need to register your vehicle here. However, check with your primary Lien Holder or Insurance Company, explain your situation and follow their requirements

