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UNIT NAME:  USCGC PATOKA (WLR 75408)
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:    (YOUR NAME)

                                                               USCGC PATOKA (WLR 75408)

                                                               1797 HARBOR FRONT ROAD

                                                               GREENVILLE, MS  38701-9584

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (662) 332-1044

FAX: (662) 335-1099

WEB SITE:  www.uscg.mil/d8/cutters/ptka.htm 




E-MAIL: XPO  James.L.Taylor@USCG.MIL 

UNITS MISSIONS:  ATON

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  BUOY DECK, WATCHSTANDER

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  OILER, BUOY DECK, AND WATCHSTANDER

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN & FA/FN:  WATCHSTANDER, 1 IN 9
UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  WATCHSTANDER, 1 IN 5

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  EOW IN 3

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Cutter:  (662) 332-1044 or U/W cell:  662 822-1266

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  CGC PATOKA SHORESIDE FACILITY, 1797 Harbor Front Road, Greenville, MS (if reporting after 1500 and cutter is U/W make arrangements prior to reporting).
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET):  20 (1 locker) ONBOARD CUTTER, 15’ x 15’  ROOM IN BARRACKS

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  WORKING BLUE 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER  95F, VERY HUMID
WINTER  40F
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UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #  CWO J. Aragon/901-521-4817 Sector Lower Mississippi (Memphis, TN)

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:   Mississippi Delta COMMUNITY COLLEGE,2900 Highway 1 S, #A, Greenville, MS 38701 (662) 332-8011

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK, DC, FS

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  JACKSON, MS   120 MILES

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  MILLINGTON NAVY BASE   150 MILES

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  SAME AS ABOVE

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  ALL

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  MILE MARKER 480-600, MISSISSIPPI RIVER  

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  TROPICAL BLUE LONG

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  XPO

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW

PERSONAL AUTO VERY USEFUL
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  YES

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  YES

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:  $175/MONTH 








 SINGLE FEMALE:  $160/MONTH

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  NO

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  BARRACKS

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  NO

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  LOCAL BANKS IN AREA

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  NO

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  YES

HOW MANY STORES:  10.  Also have a Wal-Mart
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MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA  $700/MONTH







WITH OR WITHOUT UTILITIES

BAH RATE WITH AND WITHOUT DEPENDANTS FOR AN E2-E4  $879 / $693   E5  $924 / $786  E6  $1050 / $837   E7  $1080 / $879    E8  $1110 / $951    E9  $1152 / $990  

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  NO

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  NO

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING
   0
MONTHS

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE#
N/A

FAX#  N/A

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  APARTMENTS

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY
$250/MONTH

WHER DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  GREENVILLE FAMILY CLINIC

WHER DO MOST DEPENDENTS  GO TO SCHOOL:  LOCAL/PRIVATE SCHOOLS

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:  PRIME REMOTE
IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  YES

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  IT IS HIGHLY ADVISABLE THAT YOU CONTACT THE UNIT WHEN LOOKING FOR A HOUSE AND DEFINITELY BEFORE YOU PURCHASE A HOME. 

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

PATOKA is a seventy-five foot tender connected to a one hundred and thirty foot ATON Barge with a beam of thirty feet.  Crew berthing consists of one 12-person berthing area, as well as staterooms for the Chief’s and the OINC.  Family housing is available on the local economy in Greenville, MS.   Unaccompanied members will be provided rooms in the barracks at the Cutter Support Team. 

On a typical underway workday during the summer period the cutter will get underway at 0700.  We always go south first to mile 480 (Lake Providence, LA), we top around and immediately commence running our buoy lines setting floating aids according to the current river conditions.  At 1130 lunch is served, however we continue to work during chow so the crew usually rotates on deck so everyone get a lunch break.  We push to the bank before nightfall utilizing the two spuds the cutter is equipped with.  The next morning it is underway at sunrise and we continue working our way home.  It normally takes four days to complete the run unless we have additional responsibilities.  The temperature in the summer time usually averages around 100 degrees with humidity

After we push-in for the evening the duty section takes over.  You will be a break-in OOD standing watch with a qualified Officer of the Day.  The OOD’s go to bed at 2300, upon relief by the Security Watch stander and will be woken at 0530 to resume the watch.  You will be standing port and starboard watches until you qualify.  This means you will have duty every other day.  It generally takes about 3 to 4 weeks to qualify and understand the cutters routine.  You will have certain requirements to meet (PQS) before hand and then you can request to take your oral board for final qualification.  At your board you will be asked general questions about the OINC’s Standing Orders, cutters routine, generator, Basic Damage Control (SEOPS) and “what if…” questions. It is a large responsibility and will seem like an enormous task, but it will quickly become second hand to you.  After you qualify you will fall into the OOD rotation, which is normally 1 in 9.

After we return home we usually take 2 days off and start cleaning the cutter, and preparing for the next deployment.  While Inport we are in a Bravo-24 status.  PATOKA is normally underway approximately 10 days a month.  Hopefully this letter will assist you to better understand the cutters daily routine underway. If you have any questions do not hesitate to call. 
Make sure you make contact with your sponsor (or the XPO/OOD when your sponsor is not available. Be ready to provide a contact number, leave address and your reporting date. Also provide how you are going to report to PATOKA (POV, fly in to airport, etc.). If arriving at the airport, (Greenville does have an airport) your sponsor can pick you up when your flight arrives as Greenville does not have public transportation. Thanks again and welcome to the Coast Guard Cutter PATOKA.

