UNIT INFORMATION    07 March 2011       AREA: 7 Southern Atlantic Area
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UNIT NAME:  USCG STATION SAND KEY

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:		(YOUR NAME)
						USCG STATION
1375 GULF BLVD
						CLEARWATER, FL  33767
						
COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (727) 596-8666			FAX:  (727) 596-8540


UNIT’s MISSIONS:  Search & Rescue, Law Enforcement

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Boat Crewmember, Deck Department

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Boat Engineer, Engineering Department

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN & FA/FN:  2 on 2 off 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  Check in with the OOD (Officer of the Day)

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  ODU’s/ Hot weather uniform (summer)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 	SUMMER:  92F		WINTER:  60F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP: Sector St. Petersburg, FL

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:
St. Pete Junior College, University of South Florida and many others.
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK, SK, and FS

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Clearwater, FL  (4 MILES)

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY:  MacDill Air Force Base (20 MILES)

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  Exchange onboard 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  Everything

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY:  From Aripeka to Egmont Channel and out into the Gulf of Mexico for 50 nm.
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UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Tropical blue long

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  YES

BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  NO

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:  $___ / month*
							SINGLE FEMALE:   $___ / month*
(*Depends on your vehicle, but insurance is fairly expensive)

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  On the economy 

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  MacDill Federal Credit Union

IS THERE A MALL: Yes, many malls		HOW MANY STORES: many stores

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA	WITH UTILITIES:  $1050

BAH RATE FOR AN E2:  $1050 single   $1401 married   E3: Same as E2

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  No

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  NO

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: 2 MONTHS

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE# (727) 535-1437			

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  Local Doctor or MacDill AFB

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE: Prime, Military Members use AIRSTA Clearwater

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes, Military members will use AIRSTA Clearwater.
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  Coast Guard Station Sand Key is conveniently located on the outskirts of Clearwater, Florida.  Clearwater is home to many commercial businesses and some celebrities.  Tampa is a mere 30 miles from the station.  The station is located on a sand bar with the Gulf of Mexico to the west and the Intra Coastal Waterway (ICW) to the east.  Both bodies of water are easily within walking distance from the station, which affords all personnel the opportunities of fishing or simple beach access.

  Upon arrival at the station, an apprentice can expect to be met with a variety of exciting challenges.  The first of which is watchstander.  As a watch stander, you will be the first line of response in a crisis situation.  The watch stander’s professionalism will directly reflect upon the Coast Guard.  Therefore, it is critical to be clear and concise in your approach to the duties bestowed upon you as an apprentice.

  As both your time and knowledge grows, so will your duties.  You will be required to qualify as a boat crewman, then a boarding team member.  Both jobs will allow you to have direct access to the public and first hand experience with search and rescue missions and law enforcement operations. It may seem over whelming at first, but take one step at a time, and you’ll get there. There is also the possibility of nonrates becoming coxswains.

  You will also have the opportunity to view many rates while you’re here. Air Station Clearwater is about a 20 minute drive and Sector Saint Petersburg is a 45 minute drive from Sand Key. Both units have a plethora of enlisted rates that you can talk to people about.

  Station Sand Key is among the highest desired units in the Coast Guard, we are a professional and diverse group dedicated to excellence. You will be challenged while you’re here. Welcome Aboard! 
