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UNIT NAME:  STATION SAN JUAN
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

(Your Name)







USCG Station San Juan







# 5 La Puntilla Final






San Juan, PR 00901

COMMERCIAL PHONE # (787) 729-2343  


FAX: (787) 729-2355
(787) 729-2341 (Officer in Charge)

(787) 729-2342 (Executive Petty Officer)

(787) 289-2047 (Sector San Juan Main number)

UNIT MISSIONS:  Homeland Security, Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement, Drug and Alien Migration Interdiction.

SUBORDINATE UNITS:  Station San Juan has two subordinate units. Boat Forces Detachment St. Thomas and St. Croix. There are no Non-Rated billets at either Detachment
UNIT ASSETS:  
(1) San Juan: 45 FT RBM, (3) 33FT SPC/LE and (2) 25FT RBS/RBHS.

(2) St. Croix: (2) 25FT RBS

(3) St. Thomas: (2) 25FT RBHS

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  RBM, SPC/LE & RBS Boat Crew Member, Boarding Team Member, Pursuit Crewman, Tactical Crewman.
TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  RBM Crewman & Engineer, RBS & SPC/LE Boat Crew Member, Boarding Team Member, Pursuit Crewman, Tactical Crewman. 
INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN & FA/FN:  Port and Starboard with sliding weekends.
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  Contact Station OOD prior to arriving, station is manned 24 hours.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  N/A.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  ODU/ D7 Hot Weather Uniform.
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RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: 

Extra Uniforms and Sun Screen.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER  90( F
WINTER 84( F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #: 787-729-2341

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: 

There are numerous opportunities for members to continue their education while assigned to Station San Juan.  Sector San Juan ESO has brought specific college classes to the base, Fort Buchanan (8 miles for base San Juan),  University of Phoenix, which is located by Fort Buchanan, 8 miles away from Base San Juan.

Tuition Assistance is available to cover 100% of course cost.  There are numerous Spanish-speaking Universities in the San Juan area as well. 
For more information, contact Sector San Juan’s Education Office at 787-289-2314.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK, SK, ME.

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Station located in historic old San Juan.  San Juan is a very large and densely populated city.  Almost half of the island’s population lives in the grater San Juan area.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: Ft. Buchanan Army Base (8 miles).

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  Base San Juan has a small exchange.  A large exchange and commissary are located on Ft. Buchanan.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: All faiths represented.

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY: All Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long with Combination Cover.
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ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:
Do not wear uniform when flying.

Most new arrivals stay at the Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH), Guest Quarters at Rio Bayamon Housing, or at the Sheraton Hotel, a 5 minute walk from the base.  Call ahead and unit personnel can assist you in finding a hotel. A car is a necessity for most people.  Traffic in the San Juan area is a challenge.  It is a very large and densely populated area.  The roads are not in the best of conditions.  These factors combined with many others make driving in Puerto Rico much different from anything most people have experienced in the states.  Auto insurance in the area may be much higher than you are used to paying.

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER:
As a SA/SN at Station San Juan you will be placed into a port or starboard duty section where you will work two days on, two days off and every other weekend (Friday, Saturday and Sunday). As a new arrival you are expected to get qualified as a boat crew member on the 25 RBS/RBHS, 33 SPC-LE, and 45 RBM in 6 months time and also, if weapons qualified, a boarding team member. Every Monday and Wednesday in the mornings we have mandatory PT for all hands for one hour and sports days on Fridays. During the average work day you will be cleaning and maintaining boats, getting underway for training, completing boat or station related projects or tasks, becoming familiar with your area and aids to navigation and responding to SAR cases and other operations. After the work day is over new members are expected to study boat crew material and receive additional training towards becoming qualified. A few things you will be training for is towing another vessel, recovering a man over board, fire in the engine space or out bards, anchoring, safely navigating the boat to safety if the coxswain becomes injured, basic boat handling, understanding aids to navigation, first aid and CPR, and general responsibilities of a crew member. Towards the end of the day there is all hands cleaning of the station and days before reliefs all hands field day of station and boats. On your duty nights you are required to stay in duty rooms for SAR ready purposes.
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: Yes. Base San Juan has a Large Galley.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: Base San Juan has a very modern and large UPH.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No
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WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  At the UPH on base.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: Member should contact Mr. Torres at 787-289-8620.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: There are several banks and credit unions in the area.  It is advised you keep your account and if you wish to change, do not close your old account until your direct deposit is shifted to your new account.  This will prevent the loss of a paycheck.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: There is a Pentagon Federal Credit Union located at Ft. Buchanan.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  There are several malls commonly known as “Plaza” and there are large shopping plazas located throughout the area.  Plaza Las Americas is the largest mall in the Caribbean.  There is also Plaza Carolina, Plaza Rio Hondo, & Plaza Del Sol.  That is just a few in the San Juan area.  There are numerous others and many more scattered throughout the island.
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $1600.00 per month and up without utilities.

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Yes

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING:  1 month

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE: (787) 774-1248/ (787) 792-6583


WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: Rio Bayamon housing.  It offers a swimming pool, community center, basketball court, tennis courts, volleyball pit, softball field, and MWR services.  All in a closed, secure, gated community.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY: $150.00 – 200.00 per month per car.  Several insurance companies are available on the island.  GEICO (must be an E-4) does offer services on the island. USAA does not offer insurance to E-6 and below living in Puerto Rico.
MEDICAL CARE FOR DEPENDENTS: It is highly recommended that personnel with dependents enroll in TRICARE PRIME vice Standard due to the cost of transporting 
UNIT NAME: STATION SAN JUAN                                                  PAGE 5 OF 5

dependents if they required medivac from the island to the mainland.  If on Prime the cost is absorbed by TRICARE, no cost to member.

SCHOOL:  Ft Buchanan is part of the DODEA school system.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL: TRICARE PRIME and TRICARE Standard.  A TRICARE office and representative is located on Base San Juan and can be reached at 787-729-2334.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  Yes, you are authorized up to 60 days TLA until you get housing. There are many hotels in the area. 

OFFICER IN CHARGE COMMENTS:  Welcome to Station San Juan, Puerto Rico.  We are tasked with one of the most unique operating areas in the Coast Guard.  We are on the front lines for Search and Rescue, Recreational Boating Safety, and Drug & Migrant Interdiction.  The unit operates throughout Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  Life on the island can be different from any place you have ever been.  The weather is warm year round.  The islands are truly beautiful and offer many outdoor activities that can be enjoyed year round.  There are many different challenges to living and working on an island, but if you enjoy warm weather and don’t mind giving 100%, this can be a wonderful and rewarding place to be stationed.  Welcome aboard.

For further information visit Sector San Juan website:  http://www.uscg.mil/sectorsanjuan/

