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USCGC FARALLON (WPB 1301)


	100 Macarthur Causeway
Miami Beach, FL. 33139
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Phone: (305)535-4432
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20 Oct 2002
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	T. E. DARLEY

CGC FARALLON (WPB 1301)


	To:
	

	Subj:
	UNIT INFORMATION


1. Welcome to the USCGC FARALLON (WPB 1301).  The FARALLON is the first of the 110’ Island Class Patrol Boats.  It is homeported at USCG Group Miami Beach, FL.  Group Miami is home to six 110 WPBs, they are: CGC FARALLON, CGCMANITOU, CGC MATAGORDA, CGC MAUI, CGC BARANOF, and CGC CGANDELEUR.  FARALLON actively participates in all facets of the Coast Guard’s missions, primarily law enforcement, search and rescue, alien interdiction, and national security operations.

2. The typical watch rotation will depend on the number of people qualified in your respective department.  Most deployments last anywhere from 4-8 days.  When tasked with an OPS FRONTIER SHIELD patrol, the average time underway is 3 weeks.  Your job here hopefully will be one of the most challenging and demanding of your career, and it will likewise be one of the most rewarding.

3. The FARALLON moors at Coast Guard Base Miami Beach, which is associated with Coast Guard Group Miami.  Group Miami provides command and support services to approximately 420 men and women assigned to Coast Guard resources located both at the base and along the southeastern Florida coast.  In addition to the fleet of 110’ WPBs, other tenant commands include Coast Guard ANT Miami, CC VALIANT, and CGC HUDSON.  The base offers such facilities as an exchange, barbershop, ATM, medical and dental clinic, and an all hands club.  Base recreational facilities include a pool, weight room, racquetball, tennis, and basketball courts.  Rooms are available for single petty officers and non-rates.  Petty Officers and non-rated personnel may also be eligible for Coast Guard leased housing.

4. FARALLON’s short career has been illustrious and varied since commissioning on 31 July 1985.  To date, FARALLON has completed nine law enforcement actions resulting in the interdiction and seizure of illegal drugs destined for the Untied States.  Some noteworthy seizures include:


a. M/V LINDA PATRICIA – 21 Apr 87, 20 Tons Marijuana

b. FL 4877 GE – 22 Nov 89, 900 LBS Cocaine

c. F/V VIRGO – 17 May 90, 1225.5 lbs of Cocaine

d. FL 7175 GX – 13 Jun 91, 1285 lbs of Cocain3

e. M/V GREAT NORTHWEST EXPRESS – 19 Jul 96, 165 lbs of Cocaine

f. G/F SASHA – 11 Feb 97, 1600 lbs of Cocaine

Other operations have included a Fishery Patrol in the Oculina Banks, joint operations with the U.S. and British Naval Forces, security zone operations for the grounding of the M/V IGLOO MOONI, rescuing and bringing to freedom many Cuban refugees, Alien Migration Interdiction Operations (AMIO), and numerous SAR cases in the often treacherous Gulf Stream waters of the Southeast Atlantic Ocean.

5. FARALLON’s crew consists of 2 officers and 15 enlisted personnel.  The billet structure is as follows:

Commanding Officer: LT
Executive Officer: LTJG
Engineering Dept: MKC, EM1, MK2, 2 MK3, FN
Operations Dept: QM1, QM3, FS2
Deck Dept: BM1, BM2, GM3, 3 SN

Reporting In


First, call the unit (305) 535-4432/3 and talk to your sponsor who is _________________.  Upon arrival you should report to FARALLON’s inport OOD.  In the event FARALLON is underway, report to Group Miami’s Administration Office during normal workdays from 0700-1330.  After work hours, report to the Base Miami Beach OOD for temporary berthing.  The base gate guard will give you directions as needed.  The uniform for reporting aboard is Tropical Blue Long.  Government owned housing is available at the Richmond Heights housing complex for 3 and 4 bedroom-qualified members.  Regardless of whether you choose to buy or rent, you must first obtain a release from assignment to government housing through the Housing Office at (305) 233-5720.  Maintain a close communication with both your sponsor and the housing officer to ensure a smooth and easy transfer.

Travel Tips

If possible, coordinate your arrival with your sponsor.  He may be able to meet you at the airport or train station.  Otherwise, the best way to CG Base Miami Beach is by cab or Super Shuttle.  In Miami there are no subways or direct bus lines to Base Miami Beach.  The cost for a cab will be approximately $20-$25.  Telephone numbers for the local cab service are (305) 444-4444 or (305) 888-8888.  Cab service is always readily available from the airport.  Advise the cab driver that you want to go to the Coast Guard Base Miami Beach located at 100 Macarthur Causeway.  


When arriving by POV via the Florida Turnpike or I-95, get off at the I-395 East exit and follow the signs to Miami Beach.  This will take you to the Macarthur Causeway.  As you pass Star Island, the base is on your right at the next stoplight.  If you go over another bridge into Miami Beach, you have missed your turn.

Vehicles / Parking


Vehicles must have Coast Guard stickers after two days on the base.  Temporary passes are issued for the initial 2-day period.  You must have proof of full coverage auto/motorcycle insurance for the Master-at-Arms to issue a Coast Guard sticker.

Mail


Your address for personnel mail is:

Your Name / Rate / Rank

USCGC FARALLON (WPB 1301)

C/o CG Base

100 Macarthur Causeway

Miami Beach, FL. 33139-5199

Pay / Personnel Problems


Group Admin will assist with problems that may have concerning travel claims, pay, etc.  They can be reached at (305) 535-4305.

Medical and Dental

Base Miami Beach has an excellent Health Services Clinic staffed by a Medical Officer, a Dental Officer and several Corpsmen to serve you.  The health care provided by this team is a great value for quick professional service and peace of mind.  Dependent and retired members of the community are seen on a limited space available basis.  


Health and Dental Services: (305) 535-4350


Emergencies are treated at all times.  Emergencies that cannot be treated on base will be transferred to various civilian hospitals based on the nature of the emergency.


All personnel are encouraged to review personnel and family TRICARE information to ensure that all members are designated as residing in TRICARE Area 3 with a Primary Care Clinic listed.

Getting Around


Miami is divided into four sections: Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, and Southwest.  Flager Street divides the city north and south.  Streets and Terraces run east/west and Avenues run north/south.  All numbers start at Flager Street and Miami Avenue.  If you are looking for a particular address within the city, the section designation (N.E., N.W., S.E., and S.W.) is most important.


Miami Beach names its avenues that run north and south, and numbers its streets that run east and west.  Digits on avenues start in the south and go north; on streets the digits start in the east and go west. 


 Make sure that you have a detailed map of the city and outer areas.  Many people come to Miami and get lost very quickly…

Other Items if Interest
Average Temperature:
Winter: 60-75

Summer: 80+

No Female petty officers or non-rates are billeted for FARALLON.  However the CO or XO may be a female.

There are many institutions of higher learning in the Miami – Ft. Lauderdale area;


a. Metro-Dade Community College

b. University of Miami

c. Florida International University

Automotive insurance is in the high category in relation to most of the state of Florida.

Civilian housing prices are moderate to high.  Average cost for a one bedroom apt. is 550-700 dollars, to bedroom apt. can run up to 800 dollars or more.

Some helpful phone numbers:


a. Florida Power and Light

(305) 442-8770

b. Southern Bell (telephone)

(305) 780-2355

c. Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce

(305) 330-7700.


Again, WELCOME ABOARD!  Please call your sponsor at any time and introduce yourself.
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SUBJ: SR xxxxxxxxxxx, USCG

1. UNIT POC/SPONSOR:

   A. xxxxxxxxxx

   B. OFFICE: (757) 483-8737;

   C. SHIP CELL: (786) 229-5553

   D. CONTACT HOURS: 0700-1800, MON-FRI

2. GROUP MIAMI ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE:

   A. YN1 MARY SPRINGER

   B. OFFICE: (305) 535-4392

   C. CONTACT HOURS: 0800-1400, MON-FRI

3. ISC MIAMI WORK-LIFE RELOCATION MANAGER: SARAH JONES-PEREIRA,

(305) 415-6976.

4. CHECK-IN PROCEDURES: CONTACT FARALLON UPON RECEIPT OF THIS

MESSAGE TO COORDINATE REPORT DATE AND CHECK-IN PROCEDURES.

IF FARALLON IS UNDERWAY, MEMBER WILL REPORT TO CG GROUP MIAMI BEACH, FL.

BT
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