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USCGC SMILAX (WLIC-315)

“The Queen of the Fleet”
Fifth Coast Guard District
Updated: 21 Mar 2012
Welcome aboard the “Queen of the Fleet”, the oldest commissioned cutter in the Coast Guard. Established in 1944, Cutter SMILAX has a rich and flavored history as she has proudly sailed the waters of Florida, Georgia, and the Carolina’s through her service. Uniquely designed to service buoys and rebuild fixed aids to navigation, SMILAX maintains 26 buoys and over 1200 fixed aids as she transits the scenic and picturesque waters of the Intracoastal Waterway and Outer Banks of North Carolina. This tour will be challenging, rewarding, and you will transfer from SMILAX appreciating a hard day’s work and the reward of sailing away from a newly rebuilt aid.

The below information is to assist you with reporting aboard and you sponsor will answer any other questions you may have. Welcome Aboard!

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
 Commanding Officer
                                                             USCGC SMILAX (WLIC-315)
 2301 East Fort Macon RD






 Atlantic Beach, NC 28512
Attn: Rank and Name
COMMERCIAL PHONE: 252-247-4596
UNDERWAY CELLPHONE:  252-241-5291          

FAX: 252-247-4597
 

 UNIT MISSION:  AIDS TO NAVIGATION (ATON)
 

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Security Watchstander, Inport Security Watchstander, Rigger, Boatswain Mate of the Watch, Boat Crewmember
 

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Security Watchstander, Inport Security Watchstander, Rigger, Engineer of the Watch, Boat Crewmember
 

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  1 in 4 Security Watchstander

 

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Same as above
 

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  Same as inport once spudded or moored.  

 

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Same as inport once spudded or moored.  EOW rotates with either a 6 on 6 off or a 4 on 8 off rotation.  When not standing watch members will be on construction / buoy deck.

 
                                                                                                                 Revised March 2012
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Consult with your sponsor for guidance.
IF CUTTER IS UNDERWAY, REPORT TO: Sector Field Office (SFO), North Carolina OOD.
 

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE ONBOARD: Coffin rack with storage and 
a 1ft x 6ft locker.

 

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  ODU or Coveralls
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE IN THE SUMMER: 95F WINTER: 60F
 

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE: USCGC SMILAX XPO
 

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  
Crystal Coast Community College, University North Carolina West and East Carolina University within 2 hours travel.



   
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK DC, EM, SK AND FS
 

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Five miles to Morehead City, seven miles to Beaufort, 20 miles to Havelock, 40 miles to New Bern, 40 miles to Jacksonville

 

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: 20 miles to Marine Corp Air Station (MCAS), Cherry Point in Havelock, 40 miles to Camp Lejeune

 

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: SFO North Carolina has a small exchange. MCAS Cherry Point has a large commissary, exchange, and other amenities.
 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: All and very prominent
 

CUTTER AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY (AOR): The scenic Intracoastal Waterway and Outer Banks of North Carolina.
 

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long or Service Dress Blues
 

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: XPO
    

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes
QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  Yes

 

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, upon obtaining all qualifications
 

Revised March 2012
WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  SFO North Carolina Barracks
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  
Yes, consult with your sponsor.
 

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Bank of America, RBC Bank, Wachovia, First Citizens, and many others

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: Navy Federal, First Flight, and many others.

 

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  40 miles to the Jacksonville Mall


 

AREA LIVING

 

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA WITHOUT UTILITIES: $700

 BAH RATE WITHOUT DEPENDENTS FOR AN E2 / E3: $792
BAH RATE FOR AN E2 / E3 WITH DEPENDENTS: $1026 


 

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:

Contracted housing is available at MCAS Cherry Point. 
 

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: Varies

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE#: 252-240-8449



FAX#: 252-240-8448
 

WHERE DO MOST CREWMEMBERS LIVE:  Havelock, Morehead city, Beaufort
 

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL AND DENTAL CARE:  
MCAS Cherry Point





 

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING: 
Depending on cutter location and schedule will dictate whether member meets the cutter at homeport or while underway. Consult your sponsor for guidance.
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