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UNIT NAME:  Coast Guard Communications Station Kodiak Alaska

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:   (Your Name)
				     Coast Guard Communication Station
				     P.O. Box 190017
				     Kodiak, AK 99619-0017

COMMERCIAL PHONE #:  (907) 487-5744				FAX: (907) 487-5430

WEB SITE:   https://cgportal.uscg.mil/delivery/Satellite/COMMSTAKODIAK
 
E-MAIL (Command Master Chief):   Troy.E.Lowdermilk@uscg.mil


UNIT MISSION: COMMSTA Kodiak’s mission is to provide rapid, reliable, and secure communications to the maritime public, Coast Guard forces, and other government agencies (federal, state, and local). 

TYPICAL SA/SN & FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Seaman and Firemen are assigned to the Engineering Department/Rigger Shop supervised by Electronics Technicians.  Assigned non-rated personnel will assist in the erection and maintenance of antennas, antenna fields and will otherwise assist Engineering department personnel in the performance of their duties. Primarily, the duties of Non-rated personnel vary upon the season. During the summer months (May-September) Non-rated duties consist of the upkeep and removal of brush on approximately one thousand acres of antenna fields. During the winter months (October-April) Non-rated personnel tasks are geared more towards working indoors and snow removal, typically on a 3-6 person duty rotation.  While working in the Rigger shop, members are required to get qualified on the following equipment: Chain Saw, Weed Whacker, Wood Chipper, DR Mower, and Snow Plow.  Additionally there are other qualification opportunities for tower climbing, ATV, trailer and snow cat operations.  Temporary duty assignments are available to Non-rated personnel for additional professional development and cutter experiences. 

REPORTING PROCEDURES DURING NORMAL WORK HOURS: Your sponsor or a designated driver will meet you upon your arrival on island (make sure your sponsor knows your itinerary). If arriving on the ferry contact, your sponsor upon arriving on island. If they cannot be reached, call the Watch Officer at (907) 487-5744.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Contact the Comms Watch Officer at (907) 487-5744. Tell them who you are and that you are reporting for duty and let them know your sponsor’s name.

PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE: Non-Rates are assigned to the BSU Kodiak barracks and can expect approximately 225 square feet of living space. Each room is single occupancy for Petty Officers, double for SN; and is fully furnished with bed, dresser, wardrobe, and computer table.  You are encouraged to ship a television, VCR/DVD player, stereo, and computer.  Internet and telephone services are available through local service provider at barracks.  Minimal storage is available inside the barracks for excess items.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: Operational Dress Uniform.  (Tropical Blue for ‘non-dirty’ work is acceptable year round in Alaska)

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:	SUMMER: 60o F		WINTER: 30o F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #: (907) 487-5744 ext: 115

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: Traditional - University of Alaska remote campus through Kodiak College. Nontraditional – College Level Examination Program (CLEP), Dantes Subject standardized Tests (DSST), Excelsior College Examinations (ECE) through Team Kodiak’s Education Center located in the Main barracks.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  ET, OS, IT, SK, YN

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  City of Kodiak – seven miles to downtown.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: Base Support Unit (BSU) Kodiak - three miles from the COMMSTA (building T-1 on Anton Larson Road) 

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: CG BSU Kodiak – three and a half miles. 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Catholic, Protestant (several denominations), and Russian Orthodox in the City of Kodiak. The Star of the Sea Chapel is located on base and has both Protestant and Catholic services.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Tropical Blue or Service Dress Blue (SDB).

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW: As Kodiak is an island, you will be arriving by airplane or ferry. If you have a vehicle it will need to be shipped and can take up to 45 days to arrive. There is no public transportation on Kodiak, so a vehicle is required to get around the island. Winter is cold and dark with the average daylight hours lasting around 6 to 7 hours. Vehicles with four-wheel drive are highly recommended due to the snow and ice accumulation during the winter months. In the summer we get up to 18 hours of daylight or more. The primary activities in Kodiak revolve around the outdoors so bring all of your outdoor gear for hunting, hiking, backpacking, and fishing. Volunteer service opportunities abound.

UNIT NAME:  Communications Station Kodiak Alaska                                    

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: Yes, located at BSU Kodiak Galley by barracks.

ARE QUARTERS/BARRACKS AVAILABLE? : Barracks (Coast Guard BSU, Kodiak)

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE? : NO

WHERE DOES A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE? : Single members will be assigned to on-base Barracks (BEQ) upon arrival. If you would like to be released from the barracks, you will have to request to be placed on a waiting list. 

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK? : Local banks include Key Bank, Credit Union One, and The First National Bank of Alaska, Wells Fargo and Alaska Federal Credit Union. For military banking, USAA remains a popular choice. 

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA? : There is no mall on Kodiak Island but there are several small locally owned stores around town.  Kodiak is a relatively small town with limited and often times expensive shopping.  Wal-Mart and Safeway are the only two retail chain department stores on the island. Many people utilize online or catalog shopping.  Restaurants in Kodiak are all locally owned with the exception of three fast food chain restaurants.  The variety of cuisine offered includes but is not limited to Sushi, Mexican, Italian and Chinese. 

			
			MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOMS APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $1200 to $1500, most rental units do not accept pets. Please keep this in mind when deciding to rent on the economy. Most rentals do not include utilities, which can be an additional $150 to $200 or more. 

BAH rates can be found on the following website:  

Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH): Use zip code 99615 and your pay grade. 

http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/perdiem/bah.html

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE?  NO

IS GOVERNMANT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE?  YES

For the most current information, you are encouraged to contact the Kodiak Housing office at 1-800-563-4252 Ext. 144 or 146. 

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE?  USCG Clinic (Rockmore-King Clinic) 

WHAT SCHOOLS ARE AVAILABLE?  
On Base:  Peterson Elementary. In Town: Main, East and North Star Elementary.
Junior and High Schools:  Kodiak Middle School and Kodiak High School

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  Since Kodiak is an overseas assignment, all personnel must go through an overseas screening and receive entry approval from ISC Kodiak prior to departing their current unit. If you are a single member and getting married while on leave to your new unit in Kodiak, it is very important that you obtain entry approval for your new spouse and any children before you arrive. Check your orders for further guidance on marriage while en route to your unit. Upon receiving entry approval, families are encouraged to come to Kodiak together.


Things to do in Kodiak Alaska


· Fish – We have some of the best fishing in the world here: Halibut, Rockfish, Steelhead, Rainbow Trout, Dolly Varden, Grayling, Lingcod and Salmon including Kings, Sockeye, Coho, Pinks and Chum. 
· Higher Education: There is a community college in Kodiak. Since we are day workers, we have a flexible schedule, easily allowing us to take classes in the evening and on the weekends. 
· Extra Job: Again, because of our day worker status, we have the ability to get an extra job and put a little extra cash in our pockets. 
· Computer and Internet: Kodiak has high speed internet connectivity through GCI and ACS. 
· Take a walk on the beach: The beaches are quite serene. Lots of beach glass!  Don’t jump in though! The currents are rough and the water temperature even in July is cooler than Northern California (which averages 58 F in July-August). 
· Work on Cars: The Auto Hobby Shop on base is very well stocked with all the tools you need to work on your car or your truck. 
· Dirt Biking: Grab a dirt bike and hit the hills. Trails are in abundance!
· Four Wheeling: Great trails for 4x4ing! Ensure others know where you’re going, bring a cellular phone, flashlights, blankets, tow ropes and other emergency equipment when going out into the woods. Always remain BEAR AWARE! 
· Spotting Sea Life: You could go out and look for whales, sea lions, seals and birds. 
· Go TAD: Jump on a Cutter and see what the rest of the USCG does. 
· Shooting: There are two ranges in Kodiak for gun enthusiast as well as beginners. 
· Reading: Kodiak has a library in town.
· Dining Out: From McDonalds and Taco Bell/KCF to the Powerhouse (A Sushi favorite) and the Best Western’s Chart Room Restaurant, Kodiak has a decent share of dining out options. 
· Play Sports: There are unit vs. unit games and local teams for almost every sport. 
· Play in Snow: Snow activities such as cross country skiing, sledding and snowshoeing are possible, however snow is limited at times due to warmer climates. Winter rain causes a lot of slush and ice. 
· Bowling: Two bowling alleys exist on Kodiak – One in town and one on ISC Kodiak Base. 
· Movies: There are two theaters. One on the Base and one in town, as well as video/DVD rentals at Safeway, Blockbuster, and the ISC Kodiak Exchange. 
· Worship: There are several Churches servicing most Christian denominations including the ISC Chapel (General Protestant and Catholic). 
· Hike and Bike: There are numerous trails on Kodiak Island for both hiking and biking as well as a few distinct mountains for climbing near ISC Kodiak Base. 
· Camping: There are many camping opportunities around the Island. 
· Working Out: The gym on base is very accommodating, providing cardio/weights, aerobic classes, a swimming pool, sports (basketball and racquetball courts) and tanning. Commsta Kodiak also has a fully furnished gym for Commsta crew.  
· Beauty Salons: On base, there is one Barber Shop as well as a few beauty salons in town with services such as hair/nails, facials/waxing/tanning and massage. 
· Catch some Rays: In late spring through summer when it’s nice and sunny, sit on one of Kodiak’s beaches or hillsides (Fort Abercrombie) and get some sun. Caution! On mild sunny days, don’t let the lack of heat fool you- ensure you wear an effective sunscreen or you’ll look like the Red Salmon that come to spawn in the spring. 
· Go Sightseeing: There are a few historical museums and relics from WWII. 
· Kayaking: ISC Kodiak, along with Commsta Kodiak’s very own MWR has kayaks and canoes that you can check out. 
· Golf: Nine hole Bear Valley Golf Course - courtesy of Coast Guard ISC MWR.  
· Ice Skating and Hockey: Skating is available at the Baranof Outdoor Ice Rink in town during the winter months. 



















