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UNIT NAME: USCGC ACUSHNET (WMEC 167)

HOMEPORT: Ketchikan, Alaska

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS: 

(Your Name)

USCGC Acushnet (WMEC 167)

1320 Stedman St

Ketchikan, AK  99901

COMMERCIAL PHONE # (907) 228-0205

FAX# (907) 228-0206

WEB SITE: www.uscg.mil/d17/acushnet/index.htm
E-MAIL: firstinitiallastname@cgcacushnet.uscg.mil
              Example: Ray Smith = rsmith@cgcacushnet.uscg.mil

UNIT MISSIONS – Fishery Patrols, Law Enforcement, SAR (Search and Rescue) and Homeland Security.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT – Deck non-rates spend their days on the maintenance and upkeep of a mature Coast Guard Cutter.  There are plenty of opportunities to learn deck seamanship, law enforcement, and other rates of the Coast Guard. In addition you will learn lookout, helm, BMOW, messcook, painting.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT – Engineering non-rates work hard to keep the main propulsion plant and generators online and in working order.  ACUSHNET Engineering Department also ensures all mechanical and electrical systems operate.

Until new shipmates are qualified inport, they will typically be in a 24 hour duty day once every three days (1 in 3).

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN – Primarily 1 in 5 duty

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN – Primarily 1 in 5 duty

Until qualified underway, new shipmates will typically stand one four hour watch every third watch (1 in 3).

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN – Primarily 1 in 4

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN – Primarily 1 in 4

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS – When reporting after hours it is best to contact the Quarter Deck at (907) 228-0205, identify yourself, and ask for the Officer of the Day (OOD).  He will then direct you as to when to proceed to the ACUSHNET. 

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT – If the ACUSHENT is underway report to ISC Ketchikan, Personnel Reporting Unit. (907) 228-0313.  They will assist you in contacting ACUSHNET.  If after hours contact ISC Ketchikan OOD at (907) 228-0222.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET)  - Approximately 30 cubic feet. 

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY – ODU

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE – Additional foul weather gear provided to you by the unit.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER 68F

WINTER 22F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE: ENS STEPLER  – (907) 228-0205

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA – University of Alaska Southeast, Ketchikan Adult Education Center.   There are also educational opportunities at the unit.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT - BM, DC, EM, ET, FS, GM, HS, MK, SK, YN, OS, IT

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE – The beautiful city of Ketchikan is located just over one mile North from the Coast Guard Base.  Ketchikan is the only city located on Revillagigedo Island, and is only reachable by air or sea.  Juneau, AK about 230 miles, can only be reached by boat or plane.  For more information on Ketchikan, try these web sites:

http://www.sitnews.us
http://www.visit-ketchikan.com
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE – ACUSHNET is homeported at ISC Ketchikan, there are approximately 150 Coast Guard members attached to ISC Ketchikan, web site:

http://cgweb.cgalaska.uscg.mil/ketchikan/isc/index.htm

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY – There is a small CG Exchange located at ISC Ketchikan.  They sell snack foods, sporting goods, household supplies, electronics, alcoholic beverages and a limited amount of uniform items.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA – Most Religions are represented in Ketchikan.  The Church of Christ, Assembly of God, Baptist, Presbyterian, Pentecostal, Seventh-Day Adventist, Nazarene, Methodist, Lutheran, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Episcopal, Church of God and Catholic Churches are all represented in Ketchikan.  

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS – Gulf of Alaska and Bering Sea.

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER – N/A

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN –Service Dress Bravo is always appropriate.  Tropical Blue Long is optional. 

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR – Officer of the Day (OOD)

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE - YES

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE – YES

BAH for E2 without dependents: Only Barracks and Shipboard berthing available

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE: $100 per month.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE - YES

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE – onboard the cutter or at ISC Barracks in two-person rooms.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE – Only if married and plans to reside in leased housing.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK – Many service members bank online with USAA however, there are several major banking facilities in Ketchikan including Alaska Pacific, First Bank in Ketchikan and Wells Fargo.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA – YES; Tongass Federal Credit Union

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA - YES

HOW MANY STORES – 10

The Ketchikan Mall consists mainly of Radio Shack, Waldenbooks, Hallmark and some other small stores.  Safeway, a grocery store, is also located in the mall. Walmart and the Tongass Trading Company are also available.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

OVERSEAS SCREENING: This process is critical to ensure your spouse’s needs are met.  Ketchikan has limited medical facilities and unique care travel to Seattle, WA.  If married or planning to get married enroute, ensure you discuss overseas screening with Cape May PERSRU.  You must get approved for dependents to be overseas.  Ensure you let your sponsor know your plans so they can help you get all that you are entitled to.

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA - $900 per month

BAH RATE FOR AN E2: $1457.00 
E3: $1457.00 based on 2007 rates.

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE - NO

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE - NO

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR GOVT. OWNED HOUSING
MONTHS – N/A

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE# (907) 228-0203
FAX# (907) 228-0290 

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE – In Ketchikan

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY - $120 per month.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE – ISC Clinic or Ketchikan Hospital upon referral.

GO TO SCHOOL – There are several educational options for students including public, religious, and alternative options.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL - PRIME REMOTE

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE - YES

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING – Yes but we recommend contacting the ACUSHNET prior to making a final decision.  If deployment is scheduled within a week or so after your check-in date, there may not be adequate time to secure housing and situate your dependents.  In this circumstance, waiting until the ship’s return might make life easier.

Welcome Aboard Message

     Welcome to the “A” Team in Alaskan Fisheries.  United States Coast Guard Cutter ACUSHNET is a medium endurance cutter with a homeport in Ketchikan, Alaska.  Commissioned in 1944 by the Navy as the U.S.S. SHACKLE, Cutter ACUSHNET is the oldest Commissioned cutter in the Coast Guard fleet.  ACUSHNET, to this day, is still fully capable of fulfilling the needs of the Coast Guard, be it Homeland Security, search and rescue, environmental protection, or law enforcement.  Underway patrols average thirty plus days at sea, with minimal food/fuel replenishment, providing a sustained law enforcement presence.  With our presence, we also hope that we let others know that we are here to help, whether it is a small problem or major emergency, day or night.  The time that ACUSHNET is away and out to sea is evenly matched with time “inport”.  This inport time is crucial to the preservation and maintenance of ACUSHNET.  Not to mention some well deserved time off for the crew. 

     Though the duties of the member depend on whether he is a fireman or seaman upon completion of boot camp, both will be part of a team responsible for keeping ACUSHNET safe and ready to respond to her SAR / LE missions.  As a seaman, your duties consist of painting and preservation of the ship and her equipment that is located on the deck of the ship.  The small boats (two rigid hull inflatable) also fall under the jurisdiction of the “deckies”.  Fireman keep the vessel running.  Along with the engines, motors, and large machinery, all the internal systems that ACUSHNET has also become the responsibilities of the “snipes”.  They are the heart of the cutter.

     Inport, time is used to keep the cutter “shipshape”.  But not all of the new member’s time has to be spent on the boat.  Alaska has some of the most beautiful sights to be seen.  As the largest state in the Union, it is encouraged to “just get out and do it”.  There is so much to see, from the Northern Lights viewed over snow capped mountains to humpback whales that swim and play in your own “backyard”.  Ketchikan is one of Alaska’s largest cities.  With a tourist trade, (Ketchikan is a prime stop for over 300 cruise ships a year), Ketchikan has a colorful and lively community due to a strong relationship that is closely linked with fisherman’s work and the waters that surround them.

     After arriving at the cutter, you will follow a routine that is simple.  Just like boot camp, there is reveille, chow, soon after the workday will commence (0700) etc….  The cutter’s schedule will help members plan their day.  Each new member that arrives is assigned a “running mate” to show them around for the first few days, shows them the ropes, until that member is well adjusted to shipboard life and a new environment.  Things may seem overwhelming at first, with all the new faces, new duties, expectations, and responsibilities.  Hang in there!  No one is here to make you fail.  Things are just the opposite, With a little effort on your part, you will soon be on your way to being an integral part of the crew on ACUSHNET.  We need all the brightest people possible, for this boat is nothing without her crew, and this crew works as a team.  It is the job of the crew and command of ACUSHNET to make you successfully in the Coast Guard or in your civilian career after the Coast Guard.

     You will make friends here.  Learning and education is yours to be had.  Alaska will show you all she has.  Everything here is what you make of it.  Make the best and you’ll get the best, in the Coast Guard or anywhere life takes you.  I truly hope this has proven informative to the new prospective member.  What you don’t understand will be explained to upon reporting.  

     Good Luck, in your final weeks of Recruit Training.  We look forward to seeing you in Ketchikan.

