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Mailing address: 





Physical address:
( Your Name )





1600 N. Nyhus
      P.O. Box 568





Westport, WA 98595

     Westport, Wa 98595

Phone: 
(360) 268-0121
Fax:
(360) 268-6071
Welcome Aboard!

Mission Statement

Grays Harbor’s mission is to provide homeland security, search and rescue, enforce laws and treaties, protect the maritime environment, and assist other federal, state, and local agencies in the maritime environment we are expected to operate. 

47’ Motor Lifeboat

At the unit we have many different platforms, mostly geared toward heavy weather. Our main platform is the 47’ Motor Lifeboat. It is capable of enduring 30ft seas, 50kt winds and 20ft breaking surf. This will be the first boat you will get qualified on as crewman. Here at the unit we have both the 47216 and 47239. 
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  Helo OPS w/ Group Astoria




  2 Boat training 


25’ RB-S

For our trips up the Chehalis River, we commonly use the 25’ Defender Class Response Boat (small). It is known for its speed (46+knots) and quick handling. Although the 25’ RB-S is mostly a law enforcement platform, we do use it typically in the summer months for search and rescue. 
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52’ Motor Lifeboat
The 52’ Motor Lifeboat Invincible II is one of only four in service. Its name pretty much sums it up; “Invincible – Incapable of being conquered, overrun, or subjugated.” The vessel is a part of history, and continues to be the pride of Station Grays Harbor. What set’s it apart from the rest, is the ability to withstand the worst weather conditions. Its limitations are 35ft seas, 25ft surf and 60kt winds.   
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Surf drills on the MLB Invincible. 
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 Training w/ MLB Invincible 
Daily Routine:  
The day starts at 0600, with liberty expiring at 0645. We hold muster every morning to discuss the daily operations, current and incoming weather. 1000 we break from our work for a well deserved coffee break. Lunch is served in the galley from 1300-1400, and if you sign up for the evening meal, it is served from 1700-1800. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday are our physical fitness days in which most of us play football (rain or shine) next to the Helo Pad. If football isn’t your game, we also have a full gym with multiple machines, dumbbells, and a separate cardio room.   
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           Morale day football tournament (2007)
SA/SN Job Responsibilities:



Your main responsibility is to qualify in the Communications room/Tower Watch, 47’ MLB Crewman, MLB Invincible Crewman, 25’ RB-S Crewman, and Boarding Team Member, all in that order depending upon station needs. Between standing watch and studying for your qualifications, you will ensure the boats are cleaned and maintained as well as the stations buildings and grounds.  (i.e. Washing outside of boat with soap/water, vacuuming insides, cleaning windows, shining brass, detailing, lubricating moving parts, inspecting welds, sanding, painting and notifying supervisors of discrepancies.)
FA/FN Job Responsibilities:

Your main responsibility is to qualify in the Communications room/Tower Watch, 47’ MLB Crewman, MLB Invincible Crewman, 25’ RB-S Crewman, and Boarding Team Member, all in that order depending upon station needs. Between standing watch and studying for your qualifications, you will ensure the boats are cleaned and maintained as well as the stations buildings and grounds. (i.e. cleaning on and around engines and bilges, assisting engineers with oil changes and engine maintenance, shine brass, and notifying supervisors of discrepancies.) 
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                                                                       PACAREA Training Team (2006)
Duty Rotation:

Our station consists of two duty sections, which work a port and starboard modified duty schedule. What that means is you would come to work at 0645 Monday morning, and stay at the station until Wednesday morning, when liberty is granted (usually between 0900-1300). Wednesday and Thursday you are off. Friday Morning at 0645 you stand duty at the station until Monday morning when liberty is granted. You have Monday and Tuesday off. Stand duty Wednesday and Thursday, and then you have Friday, Saturday and Sunday off.

What to Expect:
The Pacific Northwest is known for its hazardous seas, and rough bar conditions, so you shouldn’t really expect a lot of warm sunny days cruising around on the ocean. The Climate is generally mild with winters around 30-40degrees, and summer 60-80degrees. During the winter months (September – April) it’s unusual to have seas any smaller than 10ft. The largest storm I’ve seen here was 100+mph winds and 45’ seas. While it isn’t too common, it does happen at least once or twice a year. Because of these conditions, it’s imperative that you be on top of your game, and really be dedicated to the job. We hold ourselves to a higher standard here, and it is very rewarding.
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Check-in Process:
Whether reporting during normal working hours, or after hours, report to the Communications Center and you will check in with the OOD. Be sure and report in a crisp dress uniform, Service Dress Blue Bravo, or Tropical Blue Long are both acceptable.  Your orders will be endorsed, questions answered, and a check-in sheet given to you to complete within three days. While on leave, contact your sponsor, and inform them as to the time and date of your arrival, as well as your mode of travel. By doing this, we can ensure that your arrival will be expected, and the check in process will be much easier. In addition to your sponsor, upon arrival, you will be assigned a “running mate” who will stay with you during the check in process, and guide you around the unit.
Housing:

Married personnel have government quarters available on a first come first served basis. Housing units are 3 and 4 bedroom 1-1/2 bath ranch style homes with garage and laundry room, large fenced yard, softball field/playground. Units are furnished with refrigerator, stove/oven, dishwasher, garbage disposal and blinds. All utilities are paid for (i.e. Electric, water, sewer, trash) with the exception of cable/dish and phone. Please inform your sponsor as soon as possible of your housing intentions to ensure your house is ready.  
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Community Info:  
Grays Harbor is renowned for the variety of outdoor recreational opportunities.  Westport, dubbed the Salmon Capital, is true to its name.  Charter boats are ready to take deep-sea fishermen out for sport fishing.  For people who would rather keep their feet on land, there is jetty and surf fishing where perch, sea bass, flounder, lingcod and crab are caught.  Ocean beaches are easily accessible for swimming, clamming or strolling in the surf.   

Beachcombing, mountain biking, surfing, agate hunting, sport fishing, wandering through gift shops, antique shops, art galleries, the aquarium or some fine museums and historical sites are all very high on the list of activities.  Don't miss the Westport Lighthouse, constructed in 1897 or the old Coast Guard Station which has been converted to a Maritime Museum by the South Beach Historical Society.  Take a stroll or your fishing pole down the 1000-foot Walking Fishing Bridge located on the end of Float 20.  Visit the Observation Tower and watch the boats come in or watch the most spectacular sunsets in the country.  Half Moon Bay and Westhaven State Park (also known as "Agate Beach" to the locals) are favorites.  Here, you can collect shells and driftwood.  Collect agates and sand dollars or just stroll down or drive on our 18 miles of beautiful scenic beach. Participate in some of the local activities such as the annual Seafood Bash, Crab Races, Pirate Daze Festival, Saltwater Festival, Blessing of the Fleet, Driftwood Show, Salmon Derby, Bottom Fishing Derby, Sandcastle Competition, Glass Ball Month, etc.  

The Olympics are the source for numerous recreational activities such as stream fishing for Chinook, Coho, pink, and chum, or hunting for big game, like bear, elk and deer, or skiing down one of the many snow-covered-slopes. A short 70-mile drive will put you in the heart of a moss-laden rain forest, in a fishing village, near spectacular mountains, or on the Quinalt Indian reservation.

Westport is a city in Grays Harbor County, Washington. The city's population was 2,137 at the 2000 census. Westport is located on a peninsula on the south side of the entrance to Grays Harbor from the Pacific Ocean. The public Westport Marina is the largest marina on the outer coast of the United States Pacific Northwest. The marina is home to a large commercial fishing fleet and several recreational charter fishing vessels. A summer-only passenger ferry connects the town to Ocean Shores, across the mouth of the harbor to the north. 
Aberdeen is a city in Grays Harbor County about 20 minutes East of Westport. The population was 16,461 at the 2000 census. The city is the economic center of Grays Harbor County, bordering the cities of Hoquiam and Cosmopolis. Aberdeen is sometimes called the "Gateway to the Olympic Peninsula" or the "Birthplace of Grunge," because of the founders of Nirvana, Kurt Cobain and Krist Novoselic, coming from the city. Aberdeen is also the homeport of the tall ship Lady Washington, a reproduction of a smaller vessel used by the explorer Captain Robert Gray, which is featured in the two Pirates of the Caribbean movies (The Curse of the Black Pearl (2003) and Dead Man's Chest (2006). Station personnel travel to Aberdeen to do most of their shopping. Business’ include; Wal-Mart, Home Depot, Sears, JC Penny, F.Y.E, bowling alley, movie theater, Radio Shack, Safeway, Top Foods,  as well as others. Washington’s Capitol Olympia, is about an hour drive away, where you can find just about everything.  
Area Web Links
http://ci.westport.wa.us/



(City of Westport – pictures and info)

Http://www.westportwa.com


(Various community events, links and facts)
Http://www.city-data.com/city/westport-washington.html
(Population and area facts)
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-o/nmlbs/

(National Motor Lifeboat School/Surf videos)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grays_Harbor_County (Great info on surrounding areas)









