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UNIT NAME:   STATION BELLINGHAM

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:    (Your Name)
					   U. S. Coast Guard Station
                                                               28 Bellwether Way						
                                                               Bellingham, WA 98225					

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (360) 734-1692		FAX: (360) 734-5092

WEB SITE:	www.uscg.mil/d13/units/gruseattle/sta-bellingham/default.htm 	E-MAIL:  N/A

UNIT’s MISSIONS:  Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Communications Watch Stander, Boat Crewman, Boarding Team Member, Deck Force- maintaining boats and station

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Communications Watch Stander, Boat Crewman, Boarding Team Member, Engineering Department- maintaining boats 

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  Varies according to missions

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  Varies according to missions

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  None.  Report to Officer of the Day regardless of time.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE: No more than a sea bag

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  ODU

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:   Extra ODU’s

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 	SUMMER:  70F		WINTER:  45F
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UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE # Officer In Charge, BMCS Herzog
 (360) 734-1692

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: 

Western Washington University
Whatcom Community College
Bellingham Technical College 									

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, MK,SK

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Seattle, 90 miles /Vancouver, B.C. 60 miles

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: Navy Base, Everett 60 miles

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: Smoky Point 45 miles, Oak Harbor 45 miles

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: All

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS: N/A

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER:  San Juan Islands, Canadian/US Border

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long in summer and Bravo’s during winter

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: Officer of the Day


MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  No

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  No

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:  $48 - $100 / month
							SINGLE FEMALE:   $38 - $95 / month

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  In rented apartment/house in city of Bellingham.
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SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  No

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Bank of America
					     Horizon Bank
					    Washington Mutual Bank

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  North Coast Credit Union

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  Yes		HOW MANY STORES: 40 -50

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $595 - $800
					WITHOUT UTILITIES

BAH RATE FOR AN E2:  $619	E3:  $619

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING	0 MONTHS

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE#   N/A			FAX#  N/A

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  With their sponsor  in rented housing

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:  $60 - $120/ MONTH

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  
Madrona Medical Center   (360)738-3300

GO TO SCHOOL:  Depends where you live

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:	PRIME REMOTE

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  No / UNITED CONCORDIA Thru TRI-CARE

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? Only if you have procured housing before reporting
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ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW: 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

HOUSING:
	If you are single, you can stay on board the station until your BAH process is complete and you are able to find housing.  You will need enough money for first month's rent, deposit, and last month's rent depending on where you live.  You can access the local paper, Bellingham Herald online at www.bellinghamherald.com for the recent apartment/house rentals.  If you are married, you will want to arrange housing before you arrive, or have your spouse follow after you find housing.

DUTY:
	The duty rotation changes upon the station's changing missions.  Upon reporting, you will be put into a Duty Section and begin standing duty.  Normally this duty is 48 hours on duty where you stay aboard the station, and 48 hours off where you go home but are subject to recall if required.  This schedule could and does change at anytime.  

Upon reporting, you will first be required to certify as a communications watch stander, which usually takes approximately 2 weeks.  After you certify, you will rotate comms watches while you certify as a boat crewman (approx. 6 - 12 months).  During this time you will also complete station's work as required by your department- either deck or engineering.  Your first 6 months to a year at the station will be a continuous certification process, which includes studying, examination boards and check rides.  In addition, you will be expected to advance in your career path to SN or FN as well as strike BM or MK, or if desired added to the A School list of your choice.

	We do not have a  mess available.  You will need to bring enough food for breakfast, lunch, and dinner for the duration of your duty.  There is a full galley including refrigerator, microwave and stove for storing and cooking your meals.  Leaving the station during your duty rotation is normally not permitted.

	Since you will be staying on board, blankets and pillows are available, but a sleeping bag is highly recommended.  You will be provided a locker to stow personal items such as uniforms and personal items, a lock is required.

	If time and operations permit, spouses and children are allowed to visit while you are on duty during hours designated by the Officer In Charge.

MISC.
	A driver's license and car are highly recommended.  Bus transportation is available.
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SUBJ: WELCOME ABOARD TO SR xxxxxxxxxx, USCG,
1. CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO COAST GUARD STATION
BELLINGHAM. THE UNIT ADDRESS IS AS FOLLOWS:
OFFICER IN CHARGE
USCG STATION BELLINGHAM
28 BELLWETHER WAY
BELLINGHAM, WA 98225-2947
COMM PH#:(360)734-1692
FAX: (360)734-5092
YOUR SPONSOR IS xxxxxxxx. YOUR SPONSOR WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS WHEN YOU CONTACT THE UNIT. THE BEST TIME TO REACH YOUR SPONSOR IS BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 0800 TO 1600 PST. PROVIDE YOUR SPONSOR WITH YOUR LEAVE ADDRESS SO HE CAN MAIL YOU A WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGE.
2. THE UNITS SERVICING PERSRU IS IN SEATTLE. YOUR POINT OF CONTACT FOR ANY ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS IS BM1 EVERS, THE STATIONS XPO.
3. YOU CAN REACH THE RELOCATION OFFICE AT ISC SEATTLE AT (206) 217-6615, MR. DAVID SWEENEY IS THE PERSON TO CONTACT.
4. THE UNIT OMBUDSMAN IS SUSAN ANDERSON.  SHE CAN BEST BE REACHED
DURING THE HOURS OF 0800-2000 PST AT (360) 224-3802.
5. YOU WILL CHECK IN WITH THE OOD WEARING THE SDB UNIFORM. HAVE A
COPY OF YOUR ORDERS AND ID READY.  THE PREFERRED TIME TO CHECK IN
IS 0800-1600 BUT NLT 2100.
6. IF YOU KNOW YOU WILL ARRIVE AFTER HOURS (2100-0730) CALL THE
STATION PRIOR TO 2100 TO INFORM THE OOD OF YOUR ARRIVAL TIME.
WEEKEND OR HOLIDAY ARRIVALS ARE NO DIFFERENT.
7. ONCE AGAIN WELCOME ABOARD.
BT

