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COMMERCIAL PHONE # (206) 217-6501 or (206) 217- 6502
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E-MAIL: 
YN1 Awamura: William.D.Tatom@uscg.mil 

LT Roe, Logistics Officer: Aaron.J.Roe@uscg.mil

UNIT’s MISSIONS:  PSU 313’s mission is to provide port security in support of military or humanitarian operations worldwide, often working side-by-side with Naval Coastal Warfare and/or other U.S. Navy units. The Unit is required to be air-deployable within 96 hours after recall, and self-sufficient for 30 days with the exception of fresh water and fuel. 

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Varies according to division. Heavy emphasis on training.
TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Varies according to division. Heavy emphasis on training.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: :  If reporting after hours, during a drill weekend, you will need to contact the Command Duty Officer via the unit cell phone (253) 606-7962 to make arrangements to report the next day.  Berthing may be available at a local hotel if you are under orders.
IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT: Even if the unit is deployed, some Logistics personnel should remain on hand at the unit in Tacoma. Otherwise, report to Pier 36 (ISC Seattle – Force Optimization and Training office – Building 1/ Floor 1) for instructions.
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:  Lockers provided for drill weekends. Storage space during deployments varies.
UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Camouflage Utility Uniform (CUU) issued after reporting to unit.  You are authorized to report in Operational Dress Uniform (ODU). 

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  None. All items are provided.
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER:  65.0 F

WINTER: 45.0 F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE # LT Aaron Roe: Aaron.J.Roe@uscg.mil; (253) 272-2618

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: 

Major schools include: University of Washington, Washington State University, University of Puget Sound, Seattle University, Evergreen State College, Pacific Lutheran University, Seattle Pacific University. Also myriad Community Colleges and online degree programs available. See the unit Educational Services Officer (LT Roe) for more details.
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, DC, EM, ET, FS, GM, HS, MK, OS, PS, SK, YN

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Tacoma, WA approx. 5 miles; Olympia, WA 25 miles;  Seattle, WA 26 miles; Everett, WA 51 miles
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: Fort Lewis, 20.5 miles south
LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY: Fort Lewis, WA (Commissary/Exchange), ISC Seattle (CG Exchange)
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: All.
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER: Worldwide Deployments. Local training is conducted in the southern Puget Sound area.
UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Operational Dress Uniform (ODU); Camouflage Utility Uniforms (CUUs) will be issued upon arrival

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: YN1 Tatom
ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW: You will be required to meet physical fitness standards at all times and remain within weight standards in order to go on training and non-training deployments.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Upon returning home from either Boot Camp or “A” School you will need to contact YN1 Awamura, within one week, to schedule a “Check-in” date prior to the next scheduled drill weekend.  You will need to bring original orders, airline receipts, and any other receipt in order to complete your travel claim.  

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  On drill weekends only

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  Yes
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  On the economy

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  No

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Various local banks, USAA
IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Yes

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  Yes, Tacoma Mall and Lakewood Mall
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $800-900





WITH OR WITHOUT UTILITIES: WITH

BAH RATE FOR AN E2:  $750, Without Dependents

E3:  SAME



        $974.00 with Dependents

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING
N/A

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  With member
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  Reservists: Local doctors/hospitals; Active Duty: TRICARE
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL:  Local schools

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE: PRIME
IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? No

On The HomeFront

PSU 313

Defenders of the Pacific Northwest 

By MKC Richard H. White, USCGR 

During the American Revolution, Thomas Paine stated, “These are the times that try men’s souls.  The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.  Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph.  What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that gives every thing its value.  Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be strange indeed if so celestial an article as freedom should not be highly rated....”

Two hundred and twenty six years later, on Sept. 11, 2001 in the Pacific Northwest, an event brought PSU 313 to general quarters just like our forbears.  Within four hours after the Pentagon was attacked and the World Trade Towers were destroyed, PSU 313 was mobilized — ready for deployment — ready to defend the United States and everything it stands for.  

PSU 313’s heavily armed, combat ready security teams had their home base, Naval Reserve Center Tacoma, Wash., locked down and defended with crew-served weapons covering all the approaches to the unit.  Boat crews loaded trucks and equipment, hooked up the Transportable Port Security Boats (TPSB’s) and readied for immediate deployment.  Other support teams quickly readied the logistics and engineering equipment. 

The days following the attack found PSU 313 fully engaged, defending multiple high value floating assets and shoreside military bases.  For more than 30 days, unit members worked an average of 14 or more hours a day, completing thousands of hours patrolling in all sorts of weather.  Military organizations in the northwest quickly found that one of its best-trained and equipped units was PSU 313.  They were not only highly motivated, but well-trained in water and shoreside combat security doctrine.  In many cases, the members’ civilian occupations strengthened the squad, team and unit’s ability to carry out its defense mission.

After the attacks, the airspace around the Puget Sound area was eerily silent. Only the occasional fighter jet covering the greater Seattle area and military aircraft patrolling the Straits of Juan De Fuca and Puget Sound were seen.  Within 24 hours of the attack, PSU 313 had security boats on patrol at Naval Station Indian Island and Admiralty Inlet, a choke point into Puget Sound.  

There was limited berthing available upon arrival, so after several weeks of living in tents, the unit moved into some old, dusty and dank warehouse buildings.  Boat crews readied contingency plans for waterside defense, while shore side security fire teams assessed the unit’s ability to defend the island and carried out around-the-clock patrols.  Senior naval personnel were supportive with one flag officer stating, “We’re so relieved to have you guys here.  We don’t know what we would have done without you.”  PSU 313 was needed from the moment the terrorist attacks occurred as it had the assets to carry out its unique mission.

PSU 313’s members endured all kinds of weather, from sunshine to fierce Pacific storms to arctic conditions and snow.  Puget Sound provides a unique environment nestled between the Olympic and Cascade mountain ranges and extends 80 miles north to south.  Some places receive only 12 inches of rain, while others get over 80 inches.  Along Puget Sound’s length are many islands, coves, passages, bays and harbors creating many miles of shoreline and international border areas to guard against potential threats.

Many months after Sept. 11, PSU 313 was still on active duty working for Captain of the Port Seattle, integrating operations with Group Seattle and maintaining unit readiness for CINCPAC and its primary OCONUS mission.  Throughout the winter, the unit remained busy.  PSU members continued the missions assigned.  Boat crews performed around the clock security patrols for all major ports in Puget Sound.  Boat Division leaders and crews became master jugglers of the multiple schedules and demands placed on them.  

The Unit Security Team (UNISEC) has been tasked with providing defensive overviews of all major critical commercial assets, within the Puget Sound area of operations.  This means hands-on inspections of each facility in order to develop detailed defensive contingency plans.  This work is very important due to the critical economic and ecological issues that could arise from any breach at many of these sensitive facilities.  Structuring of the PSU requires that it be the first into the fight in the event any of these facilities are attacked or breached.

Engineering Division members have overcome myriad challenges, keeping all aspects of PSU machinery operational and in tip-top shape.  At any given time PSU assets have to be in the correct place at the right time.  Getting a boat or vehicle in for preventive maintenance is always a constant challenge.  In addition to working at the unit’s home base, engineers also go with each deployed detachment, providing the technical expertise to keep the machinery running and the PSU operating.

     PSU logistics and personnel administration have completed enough in and out processing of members, upgrading of records, and equipment and subsistence procurement to equal a large cutter.  The large manpower and equipment demands keep the logistics and administration staff constantly moving.  Without them the unit would come to a grinding halt.

PSU 313 members are ready to serve — ready to defend the citizens of the United States.  PSU 313 is combat ready and prepared to carry out its mission.  PSU 313 members hope their service can be in remembrance of those who died on the 46th minute, of the 8th hour, on the 11th day of September 2001.  We hope that tyranny will be under the boot of those who defend the Pacific Northwest — the winter soldiers and the foul weather patriots — PSU 313.  

EM3 Oscar Beck loads an M2 before security operations.  Photos courtesy MKC Richard White, USCGR 

