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USCGC POLAR SEA (WAGB 11)

UNIT INFORMATION
DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:

12 DEC 07
 District 13


UNIT NAME:



CGC POLAR SEA (WAGB 11) 

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
UNDERWAY:                                      

                                                   

(Your Name)                                      

                                                    

USCGC POLAR SEA (WAGB 11)           

                                                    

FPO AP 96698-3919

                                                     

HOMEPORT:

                                                     

(Your Name)

                                                   

USCGC POLAR SEA (WAGB 11)

                                                   

1519 ALASKAN WAY SOUTH

                                                    
SEATTLE, WA 98134
Inport Commercial Phone:  (206) 217-6270   Inport Fax:  (206) 217-6273
Underway IRIDIUM: 1-808-659-9426



WELCOME ABOARD!

Congratulations on your orders to the United States Coast Guard Cutter POLAR SEA and welcome aboard the best ship in the Coast Guard. You are about to embark on a unique experience.  POLAR SEA is one of the largest ships in the U.S. Coast Guard and the world's most powerful non-nuclear icebreaker. With a length of 399 feet and a displacement of 13,500 tons, POLAR SEA is designed to move continuously through six feet of ice at a speed of three knots. We are one of only a handful of ships worldwide that is capable of conducting unrestricted high latitude operations. We routinely operate in the Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, the Arctic Ocean, the Southern Ocean, and on and around the Antarctic continent. This is the best unit there is in the Coast Guard. We look forward to your arrival!


WEB SITE: 

http://www.uscg.mil/pacarea/polarsea/home.htm
	Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) - (Use Zip-code: 98134)
	Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) - (Use Zip-code: 98134)

	Integrated Support Command (ISC) Seattle, WA
	ISC Seattle Housing Office


WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGES: Available by contacting Mr. Dave Sweeney at ISC Seattle at 206-217-6526. If you get the voicemail, leave your mailing address and your Welcome Aboard package will be mailed to you. You can email Mr. Sweeney at david.j.sweeney@uscg.mil
WELCOME ABOARD MESSAGES: Messages are usually sent to new members through email or message traffic. If you haven’t received your message, feel free to call the ship during normal working hours (note the time difference). When you call, you will be prompted to press 0 for the Quarterdeck. Ask for YNC McMullen or ENS Prado. If POLAR SEA is under way, use the underway number listed above or email YNC McMullen at Tracy.E.McMullen@uscg.mil
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  

Upkeep of decks and equipment; mess attendant.
TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  

Maintenance and repair of machinery; mess attendant.




INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR E-2/E-3:  Security/Gangway Petty Officer.  1 in 3 rotation for break-ins then a 1 in 5 rotation when qualified.












UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  

Helm/Lookout - rotation is 1 in 4.


UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  

Security - rotation is 1 in 4.


UNIT MISSIONS:  To conduct high latitude ice breaking operations, support science on a global scale, be an instrument of U.S. international relations and be a platform of opportunity for all Coast Guard missions.  

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Those assigned to the Deck Division will be bee supervised by the 1st LT CWO John Ward and CPO Wayne Kidd. The first six months for a Seaman or Seaman Apprentice reporting aboard will be a busy and exciting time. Underway, a Seaman participates in all deck evolutions and is responsible for handling mooring lines, anchoring the ship, raising and lowering of the ship's small boats and rigging loads for weight handling. A Seaman stands 4-hour bridge watches while underway either as Bridge Watchstander (Helm/Lookout) or as Junior Officer of the Deck. During import periods, Seaman will stand Security Watch every 4 days until qualified, at which time the rotation will vary but will not be less than 1 in 4. A Seaman will also be a helicopter tie down team member during flight operations. 
All Seaman will help the galley by serving as a messcook on a rotating basis. All Seamen also have damage control responsibilities during general emergency fighting fires, controlling flooding, and dewatering spaces. Within six months, all Seaman are required to complete the basic damage control course, qualify as a Security Watchstander and become qualified as Bridge Watchstander. The Coast Guard allows Seaman to advance to Petty Officer in certain ratings through "on the job training", called striking, in lieu of formal schools. On board, a Seaman can strike Boatswains Mate (BM), Damage Controlman (DC), Electricians Mate (EM), Food Service Specialist (FS), Machinery Technician (MK), Store Keeper (SK), or Yeoman (YN). If not striking a rate, many Seaman apply for an "A" school in their desired rate.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: 
After the check-in process has been completed, you will be assigned to the Engineering Department to either the Main Propulsion Division under MKC Brogan or the Auxiliary (“A” gang) Division under MKCS Jones where you will begin the qualification process while you assist your Division with the daily work routine. As a Fireman Apprentice, you will qualify as a Technician of The Watch in port and underway and an Auxiliary (Generator) Watch Stander in port. Underway, a Fireman can expect to stand one in five rotation, until full qualification is obtained. Presently in port duty is on a 1 out of 7 rotation, while the underway rotation is usually 1 out of 8. In port or underway, you will be required to complete your Damage Control Personnel Qualification Standards (DCPQS) within four months of arrival. 

The Damage Control Officer sets up a training plan that covers all of the required sections in a Damage Control College. You may find the training challenging at first, but will find it easily completed within the required time. Very few exceed the four month standard. This qualification is necessary for the survivability of the ship. Damage Control is the responsibility of the entire crew from the Commanding Officer right down to our newest member. During and after the DCPQS qualification you may serve as a member of one of our three repair lockers or be a member of engineering repair (engine room) during general quarters or general emergency. All Firemen will help the galley by serving as mess cooks on a rotating basis. Mess cooking is an important aspect of habitability and crew morale and demonstrates the support side of Coast Guard operations. The Coast Guard allows Fireman and Seaman to advance to Petty Officer in certain ratings through "on the job training", called striking, in lieu of formal schools. On board, a Fireman can strike Boatswains Mate (BM), Damage Controlman (DC), Electricians Mate (EM), Food Service Specialist (FS), Machinery Technician (MK), Store Keeper (SK), or Yeoman (YN). If not striking a rate, many Fireman and Seaman apply for an "A" school in their desired rate. With a wide variety of opportunities, HEALY is a great learning platform.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Report to the Quarterdeck in Tropical Blue Long or Service Dress Bravo, and ask for the OOD.
IF POLAR SEA IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT: During working hours, report to ISC Seattle Admin, Building 1, 3rd Floor, to POLAR SEA’s Servicing Personnel Office Yeoman YN2 Caitlin Calvert. (206) 217-6528. After working hours, ask the gate security guard to notify the Command Duty Officer that you are reporting to the POLAR SEA on orders.

IF REPORTING ONBOARD IN A FOREIGN PORT: You are authorized to report in civilian clothing.
UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: Operational Dress Uniform (ODU) and steel-toed boots.  Tropical Blue Long for Gangway Petty Officer watches on the Quarterdeck.
OTHER RECOMMENDED ITEMS TO BRING ONBOARD: 
1. Extreme cold weather gear will be issued onboard; however, if there are other items (long underwear, gloves, etc) you wish to have, you should bring them.  If you are on prescription medication, contact HSC Kuykendall via email at John.S.Kuykenall@uscg.mil 
2. Try to have an updated Will and Power of Attorney done prior to getting under way (If you don’t have these, they can be taken care of once onboard.). 
3. If you have a passport, bring that onboard. If you do not have a passport, bring a certified copy of your birth certificate (which is available from your town of birth). 
4. Keep in mind that POLAR SEA is typically underway for six months at a time. Bring hobby/personal items that help keep your mind occupied and make your trip a little more comfortable for the long under way period of time.
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  Seattle is home to community colleges, major universities, and technical colleges.  The ESO can administer DANTES and CLEP exams. While underway, we are a distance-learning center that offers college courses.



RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, DC, EM, ET, HS, MK, MST, OS, IT, SK, FS, YN

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Seattle, WA.  The Coast Guard Base is located in downtown Seattle, a few blocks from Safeco (Mariner’s) Field, and 3 miles from the Space Needle.




NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: CGC POLAR SEA is a tenant command of ISC Seattle.  We are also within a half-hour to an hour drive of McChord AFB, Ft. Lewis Army base, NAS Whidbey Island, Naval Sub Base Bangor, Madigan Army Medical Center, Naval Stations Bremerton, and Everett.
LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY:  There is a small CG exchange at ISC Seattle and all other major military bases have exchange and commissary facilities.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  All denominations are available.



COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS: Coast of Washington, Alaska, the Bering Sea, the Arctic, Hawaii, Australia, and Antarctica.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: The OOD (when reporting aboard). If calling, ask to speak to YNC McMullen or ENS Prado.
ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW: 
If you are arriving from the airport, your sponsor or the OOD can assist with arrangements by sending the duty van, or you can use “the Super Shuttle.” Give the destination of Coast Guard Base at Pier 36, 1519 Alaskan Way South in Downtown Seattle. The price of the Super shuttle is $21.00, while a taxi ride will cost around $40.00.
PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE: Your will have about 15 cubic feet consisting of one locker and a storage space underneath your rack.  There is also a shared sea bag locker in which to store your belongings.

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: Yes.
WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  Onboard.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes. Unaccompanied leased housing is available after the member is qualified in all stations, has been onboard for at least 6 months, and has Department Head approval. Remember to take your commute into consideration when occupying quarters. It’s your responsibility to get to work safely and on time.
AUTO INSURANCE: For males and females insurance is approximately $100/mo.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

(It is recommended that you leave your family at their present location if the ship is underway.)

LEASED HOUSING: Yes, leased and government quarters are available, but qualification is based upon the number of dependents and the member’s pay grade.  The member should check with housing for specifics.




Housing Office Phone #:  (206) 217-6483   Fax #:  (206) 217-6485
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING:  3 to 6 weeks.





WHERE DO MOST MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Families generally live outside the city limits because the rent is more comparable to Basic Allowance for Housing.  

TRICARE PRIME: The member must select a local Primary Care Manager (HSC Kuykendall can assist with this).
IS UNITED CONCORDIA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes




HOUSING/MEDICAL/SCHOOL LOCATIONS: There are various locations for all of these facilities throughout the area.

AUTO INSURANCE: For males and females, insurance is approximately $100/mo.
