Welcome Aboard

United States Coast Guard Cutter 

GEORGE COBB (WLM 564)
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Coat of Arms

The use of red, white, and blue represent the traditional colors of the U.S. Coast Guard.  The smaller shield depicts the Point Bonita Light that marks the entrance to San Francisco Bay.  The stylized waves allude to the treacherous waters off Point Bonita from which George Cobb plucked three shipwrecked men, represented by the three red bars.  Red is the color of valor and courage.  The eagle is adapted from the Lighthouse Service Logo.  The life ring embodies the Coast Guard’s life saving mission.  The lighting bolts represent the technically advanced navigation and propulsion systems on board.  The oar represents the life boat George Cobb used in his rescue, and the sword represents the Coast Guard’s law enforcement mission.


	USCGC GEORGE COBB is the fourteenth and final “Keeper” Class coastal buoy tender built by Marinette Marine Corporation of Marinette, Wisconsin.  Launched on December 18th, 1999, GEORGE COBB transited to San Pedro, California where she was commissioned on October 27th, 2000.

GEORGE COBB was designed using advanced marine architecture techniques, and was built using modular construction.  The hull consists of four “blocks” built separately then put together after each space is complete.  The upper superstructure was also constructed separately, then hoisted into the air and welded on top of the completed hull.  To ensure year-round work in the harsh Wisconsin winters, she was built indoors, and the complete ship was “walked” across the yard to be launched.  Built at a cost of $12 million, GEORGE COBB is 175’ long, 36’ wide, and displaces just under 900 tons. The ship carries 16,000 gallons of fuel, 7,000 gallons of water, and has a maximum speed of 12 knots.  
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Launch day, December 18th, 1999, Marinette, Wisconsin


The “Keeper” class cutters are named after famous lighthouse keepers of the past.  George Cobb was the 2nd Assistant Keeper at the Point Bonita Light when, on the evening of December 26th, 1896, he single handedly rescued three men from a sail boat during a storm, pulling two out of the water and one off the rocks.  For his efforts, George Cobb was awarded the Silver Lifesaving Medal.  The Coast Guard began as the Revenue Cutter Service in 1790.  In 1915, the Revenue Cutter Service was combined with the Lifesaving Service.  In 1939, the Lighthouse Service was added to complete the modern day Coast Guard.  With a total force of just over 45,000, the Coast Guard is the nation’s smallest armed service.
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GEORGE COBB is equipped with the latest technology to enable her crew to perform a variety of Coast Guard missions, including:  search and rescue, homeland defense, maritime law enforcement, marine environmental protection, and ice breaking.  The cutter’s primary mission is to service over two hundred floating aids to navigation along the California coast, including San Diego harbor, San Francisco Bay, and her homeport of San Pedro with the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.  

Many of the ship’s propulsion, navigation, and damage control systems are automated.  The Machinery Plant Control & Monitoring System, or MPCMS consists of  two computers running simultaneously to monitor every piece of equipment from individual engine cylinder exhaust temperatures to water pressure in the fire fighting system.  From a keyboard on the bridge or in the Engineering Control Center, the MPCMS operator can start or stop engines and pumps, open or close valves, or regulate electricity. MPCMS can also control ire pumps for fire fighting or flooding control, as well as open automatic sprinkler valves in the machinery spaces.  
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	GEORGE COBB’s hull design and highly maneuverable propulsion controls allow her to operate in areas that other vessels try to avoid.  Buoys are often used to mark hazards for the mariner.  A buoy tender must be able enter those hazardous areas to service the aid.  With an eight-foot draft and flat bottom, GEORGE COBB can float over most shallow areas.  She is equipped with two thrusters aft, commonly called “Z-drives,” as well as a tunnel thruster in the bow.  Using the three thrusters in combination, the conning officer can maneuver and hold the ship within feet of where it needs to be.

From the bridge, the cutter is operated by an Integrated Ship Control System. The navigation & propulsion computers are in constant communication with each other and share a continuous flow of information.  With minimal operator intervention, GEORGE COBB can hold a course, follow a trackline on an electronic chart, or hold a given speed. Through the use of the Dynamic Positioning System, the conning officer can control all three propulsion thrusters with one joystick, or have the computer hold the ship in position itself by simply pressing a button.  The Electronic Chart Precise Integrated Navigation System and Differential Global Position System lets the cutter know where it is at all times, in all weather.
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	 Service of an aid begins by approaching it with the ship.  The deck force then “hooks” the aid, lifts it out of the water using the 10-ton crane, and secures it on deck.  At this point the cutter is effectively anchored to the bottom with the buoy’s mooring system, which consists of chain attached to a large concrete block or sinker.  The buoy, chain and sinker can weigh well over 30,000 pounds. Once the chain is disconnected from the buoy, it and the sinker are winched aboard using the Chain In-haul Device.  The chain and concrete are inspected for wear, replaced if necessary, and then lowered back to the bottom. The buoy hull and lighting system, which consists of a battery, solar panel, electronic flasher, and lamps are also inspected and repaired if necessary.  The aid and its mooring are then placed back on its assigned position (often to within less than a yard).  Aids are on a one or two year inspection schedule depending on historic data.  The Coast Guard’s goal is to have all aids to navigation watching properly 98% of the time.

GEORGE COBB replaced the World War II era 180’ buoy tender CONIFER.  Advances in technology have allowed GEORGE COBB to operate more efficiently with fewer personnel. With a crew of just 19, GEORGE COBB can service an aid in a little over an hour.  This compares to an average of three hours on a 180’ buoy tender with a crew of over 50.  Underway watches consist of three personnel (two on the bridge and one in the engineering control center) vice approximately eight on the old cutter. Inport watches have been greatly reduced due to automated damage control systems, and on board living conditions are also greatly improved.
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R 182334Z NOV 05 

FM USCGC GEORGE COBB

TO COGARD TRACEN CAPE MAY NJ//T//

INFO COGARD INTSUPRTCOM SAN PEDRO CA//PERSRU//

BT

UNCLAS //N01320//

SUBJ: WELCOME ABOARD SN xxxxxxxxx, USCG
A. CGPC AIRPORT TERMINAL

B. COMDTINST M1000.6A CGPERSMAN
1. CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ORDERS TO CALIFORNIA'S KEEPER! YOUR

SPONSOR WILL BE XXX XXXX XXXXX.  HE/SHE CAN BE REACHED MON - FRI AT

(510) 521-4580 FROM 0700-1600 PACIFIC STANDARD TIME.

2. BUILT IN 1999 AND COMMISSIONED IN 2000, CGC GEORGE COBB IS THE

LAST OF FOURTEEN 175' COASTAL BUOY TENDERS BUILT BY MARINETTE

MARINE IN MARINETTE, WI. WE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTAINING OVER

150 FLOATING AIDS TO NAVIGATION FROM SAN DIEGO HARBOR TO SAN

FRANCISCO BAY AS WELL AS CONDUCTING MARITIME LAW ENFORCEMENT AND

HOMELAND SECURITY OPERATIONS IN THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MARITIME

REGION.

3. YOU WILL SOON BE RECEIVING A WELCOME ABOARD PACKAGE FROM MR.

RICHARD ARRIAGA, ISC SAN PEDRO'S RELOCATION ASSISTANCE MANAGER. IT

CONTAINS A WEALTH OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA

AS WELL AS IMPORTANT HOUSING INFORMATION. YOU ARE REQUIRED TO

CONTACT THE ISC SAN PEDRO HOUSING OFFICE AT (310) 521-6141. PRIOR TO

STARTING YOUR HOUSING SEARCH. THEY WILL ASSIST YOU WITH YOUR

GOVERNMENT HOUSING APPLICATIONS AS WELL AS OBTAINING A RELEASE FROM

GOVERNMENT HOUSING IF YOU DESIRE TO LIVE ON THE ECONOMY.

4. TO ENSURE THAT ALL OF YOUR PROPER ALLOWANCES ARE STARTED, CHECK

IN SHOULD BE COMPLETED IN GEORGE COBB ON THE DAY OF YOUR ARRIVAL.

MANY ALLOWANCES, INCLUDING SEA PAY AND SAN PEDRO BAH, ARE NOT

AUTHORIZED UNTIL OFFICIAL CHECK IN. PLEASE PLAN YOUR CHECK IN

BETWEEN 0700 AND 1300 MON THRU FRI. PLEASE UPDATE YOUR SPONSOR WITH

YOUR EXPECTED CHECK IN DATE AND TIME. UNIFORM OF THE DAY FOR CHECK

IN IS TROPICAL BLUE LONG.

5. MAIL MAY BE FORWARDED TEMPORARILY TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:

COMMANDING OFFICER USCGC GEORGE COBB (WLM 564) ATTN:(MBRS

RANK/NAME) 1001 SOUTH SEASIDE AVE SAN PEDRO, CA 90731

6. ENJOY YOUR TRAVELS TO SUNNY SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND WE LOOK

FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU AS OUR NEW SHIPMATE!

7. LCDR SHAWN E. DECKER, COMMANDING OFFICER, SENDS.






